
Alexandria Commission for the Arts 
Regular Monthly Meeting  

 
Meeting Information 
 
Objective:  To address Arts Commission business.  
Date:  06­21­16  Time:  Begin: 7:15 pm  End: 10:10 pm   
Location:  City Council Workroom, City 

Hall, 301 King St, Alexandria, 
VA  

Meeting 
Type: 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

Called by:  Matthew Stensrud, Chair  Note Taker:  Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional 
Program Director, Office of the Arts 

Facilitator:  Matthew Stensrud  Timekeeper:  Matthew Stensrud 
Secretary/Minute
s 

Susan (Amber) Gordon 

Attendees:  Catherine Ahern , Beth Coast, Susan Cohen, Gayle Converse , Michael Detomo, Shirley 
Downs, Kate Elkins, Cara Frey, Susan (Amber) Gordon, Betsy Hennigan, Michelle 
Kozlak Matthew Stensrud, and Karen Thomas 

Absent:  Lisa Baranello, Allison Heck and Allison Nance 
Vacancy(s):  None 
Observers:  Eugenie Ballering, Tania Blagrove, Tracy Burde, Herb Cooper­Levy, Taylor and Kevin 

Dohmen, Ann Gillespie, Alexandra Hartz, Lieba Kaplan, Wendi Kaplan, Carol and 
Michael Joseph, Karen L. Lemke, Nadia and David Magallon, David Schulz, and Anna 
Wolz 

City Staff:  Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Cultural Arts, RPCA 
Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  

 
Agenda items        Presenter 
1.  Call to Order:  Matthew Stensrud 
2.  Reading and Moment of Silence for Mr. Ryan Wojtanowski, the 

Orlando Victims, and Other Recent Victims of Hate­based 
Violence 

Matthew Stensrud and  
Wendi R. Kaplan 

3.  Public Comments:  Matthew Stensrud 
4.  Approval of Minutes: 

a. April 19, 2016 Regular Meeting 
b. May 17, 2016 Regular Meeting  

Matthew Stensrud and  
Amber Gordon 

5.  Chair’s Report:  Matthew Stensrud 
6.  Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports: 

a. Poet Laureate Task Force  
i. Motion on Appointment of Wendi R. Kaplan 

b. Advocacy and Outreach Committee 
c. Arts Education Committee 
d. Time and Place Task Force 

i. Review of Artist Selection Memo 
ii. Motion on Memo 

e. Torpedo Factory Liaison 
f. Waterfront Commission Liaison  

 
Kate Elkins 
 
Gayle Converse 
Shirley Downs 
Kate Elkins 
 
 
Michael Detomo 
Susie Cohen 
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g. Arts and Economic Prosperity V Task Force  Amber Gordon 
7.  2016­2017 Elections: 

a. Review of Slate and Update from Nominating Committee 
b. Elections of the Following Positions 

i. Chair 
ii. First Vice Chair 
iii. Second Vice Chair 
iv.  Secretary, July 1­December 31, 2016 
v.   Secretary, January 1 – June 30, 2017 

Matthew Stensrud and 
Nominating Committee 

8.  Lee Center Mural Update: 
a. Review of inside Mural 
b. Motion on Additional Project 

Matthew Stensrud and  
Diane Ruggiero 

9.   ACA 2016­ 2017 Calendar: 
a. Discussion of July and August 
b. Motion to Approve 2016­2017 Calendar 

Matthew Stensrud 

10  2016­2017 Public Art Annual Work Plan: 
a. Review of Task force 
b. Motion to Approve Task Force 

Matthew Stensrud 

11
. 

Unity Public Art Application: 
a. Presentation by Applicant 
b. Review of Staff Memo 
c. Motion on Application  

 
Nancy Belmont 
Diane Ruggerio 

12
. 

Office of the Arts Staff Report:  Diane Ruggiero 

13
. 

Good of the Order – Announcements:  Matthew Stensrud and 
Members of Arts Commission 

14
. 

Adjournment:   

 
Discussion Summary 
1.  Call to Order: Mr. Matthew Stensrud welcomed everyone and began the meeting at 7:15 pm. 
2  Reading and Moment of Silence for Mr. Ryan Wojtanowski, the Orlando Victims, and other recent 

victims of hate­based violence:  Mr. Matthew Stensrud invited everyone to have a moment of silence 
for Mr. Ryan Wojtanowski, the Orlando victims and Other Recent Victims of Hate­based Violence. 
He then invited Ms. Wendi R. Kaplan to share some insights and read a poem appropriate for the 
occasion. Ms. Kaplan read “Kindness,” by poet Naomi Shihab Nye ​(ATTACHMENT #1). 

3.  Public Comments: Mr. Matthew Stensrud invited public comments from the audience.  Mr. Herb 
Cooper­Levy provided his comments ​(ATTACHMENT #2)​.  Mr. Stensrud thanked Mr. Cooper­Levy 
for his comments and offered to meet with him. 

4  Approval of Minutes: 
a. April 19, 2016 Regular Meeting – Ms. Susan (Amber) Gordon distributed the draft minutes for the 

April 19 meeting and asked if there were any additions or deletions. The minutes were approved 
by consensus.   
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b. May 17, 2016 Regular Meeting –Ms. Susan (Amber) Gordon distributed the draft minutes for the 
May 17 meeting and asked if there were any additions or deletions. The minutes were approved by 
consensus.   

5.  Chair’s Report:   
● The Executive Committee met with the Nominating Committee on May 24, specifically, to talk 

about the slate of officers for Fiscal Year 2017.  Mr. Stensrud thanked both Ms. Kate Elkins and 
Ms. Karen Thomas who have offered to share the Secretary’s position.  Ms. Elkins will serve in 
this position from July 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016.  Ms. Karen Thomas will serve from January 
1, 2017 to June 30, 2017. 
 

● Mr. Stensrud attended the June 7 kick­off event for the Community Supported Art program held at 
Virtue Feed and Grain Restaurant.   He said that he had purchased a share.  He invited other Arts 
Commissioners to purchase a share or purchase half of his share. Ms. Beth Coast mentioned that 
she might be interested sharing his Community Supported Art share with him.  Ms. Diane 
Ruggiero reported that 20 shares have been sold to date.  Mr. Stensrud had also encouraged others 
to purchase a share.   

● Mr. Stensrud mentioned that Ms. Cara Frey will be graduating from T. C. Williams High School, 
and in the fall will be attending Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU).  On behalf of the Arts 
Commission, he thanked Ms. Frey for her service as an Arts Commission, and wished her well at 
VCU. 

6.  Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports:   
a. Poet Laureate Task Force: Ms. Kate Elkins informed the Arts Commission members that the Poet 

Laureate Selection Task Force had recommended both someone to serve as the Poet Laureate, and 
an alternate Poet Laureate to serve if the Poet Laureate was unable to serve for any reason.  Office 
of the Arts staff memorandum was distributed ​(ATTACHMENT #3). 
i. Motion on Appointment of Wendi R. Kaplan, Poet Laureate Alternate: With the unfortunate 

passing of Mr. Ryan Wojtanowksi, Ms. Elkins made a motion to appoint Ms. Wendi R. Kaplan 
as Poet Laureate for the City of Alexandria ​(MOTION #1).  
● Ms. Kaplan thanked the Arts Commission members, provided remarks and read one of her 

poems “Welcoming Sky” ​(ATTACHMENT #4). 
  
b. Advocacy and Outreach Committee: Ms. Gayle Converse distributed the Advocacy and Outreach 

Committee report ​(ATTACHMENT #5).​  The committee suggested several advocacy visibility 
events that the Arts Commission could participate in.  The USA/Alexandria Birthday Celebration 
will be held on Saturday, July 9.  It was suggested that perhaps the Arts Commission have a table 
at the event, be part of the program and recognize the grantees.  Ms. Ruggiero mentioned that the 
Mobile Art Lab will be at the USA/Alexandria Birthday Celebration. She invited the Arts 
Commissioners to volunteer to assist with the Mobile Art Lab. She shared too, that the program for 
the USA/Alexandria Birthday Celebration event is set, however, if the Arts Commissioners want 
to be part of the event, that a commitment needed to be made before the end of the week.  It was 
decided by the members that they should possibly consider this event for next year.   
 
Other events where the Arts Commission could participate were the King Street Art Festival, Art 
on the Avenue, and the Scottish Walk.  Ms. Converse said that she recently attended a Quintango 
event.  She suggested that the Arts Commission members, Office of the Arts staff and arts 
organizations collaborate with participating in some of the city­wide events.   
 
Ms. Gayle Converse also asked if arts organizations or other groups could sell CDs at art events. 
Ms. Ruggiero mentioned that if they sell items, they will need to apply for a sales permit and 
collect sales tax.   
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Ms. Betsy Hennigan distributed the Arts Commission’s calendar, June through December 31, 2016 
(ATTACHMENT #6).   ​She encouraged members to provide corrections or additions to the 
calendar.  
 

c. Arts Education Committee:  
● Ms. Shirley Downs reported that the Alexandria City Public School Board voted to include a 

340 seat black box theatre in the Patrick Henry School renovation.  She mentioned this was a 
“win” for the Patrick Henry School, arts community and the Arts Commission.  She shared 
other remarks ​(ATTACHMENT #7).  
 

● Ms. Beth Coast and Ms. Kate Elkins were able to secure Convergence for the 2017 “All 
City­wide High School Art Exhibition.”  This exhibition includes high school students from 
both the public and private high schools. They were pleased to report too, that the exhibition 
will be up for two months. 
 

● Ms. Beth Coast reported that in May, the Torpedo Factory Artists’ Association and T.C. 
Williams High’s Visual Arts Department had a successful “Pour Your Art Out!” project.  Mr. 
Philip Harrison, Torpedo Factory Artist worked with 40 art students and staff at T. C. 
Williams High School. Students designed carved, prepared molds for castings and each poured 
two tiles out of iron and kept one and one was saved for a future community­based public art 
project. The “Pour Your Art Out!” project will occur again next year.  

d. Time and Place Task Force: Ms. Kate Elkins reported that 30 pre­identified artists and artist teams 
were invited to submit applications for the Time and Place project.  Ms. Meridith McKinley of 
Via: Partnership issued the invitational request.  Eight (8) artists replied to the invitation.  The 
Project Task Force (Beth Coast, Kate Elkins, Katherine Glennon, Carol Reed, Liz Williams and 
Michele Longo) met to review the applications and select the artist(s) for project.  Ms. Elkins said 
the Task Force recommends that Mr. Sheldon Scott and the team of Ms. Lauren Adams and Ms. 
Stewart Watson be invited to complete the project.  Ms. Ruggiero shared images these artists 
submitted.  Once the artists complete their final proposals for the project, the final proposal will be 
brought back to the Arts Commission.  applications that were received  
i. Review of Artist Selection Memo – Ms. Diane Ruggiero distributed the staff memorandum 

(ATTACHMENT #8).​  She mentioned that the total budget for the project is $45,000. 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum will be the location for this project.  Each of the artist(s) and artist 
teams were asked to submit a budget for their Time and Place project along with a concept. 
Winning artist(s) and artist teams will be asked to develop a final proposal and supply docent 
materials.  In August, a “meet the artists” reception will be held.  
 

ii. Motion on Memo­Ms. Elkins made a motion to hire Mr. Sheldon Scott and the team of Ms. 
Lauren Adams and Ms. Stewart Watson for the project ​(MOTION #2).   

 
e. Torpedo Factory Liaison: Michael Detomo gave the following update:  

● Torpedo Factory Art Center Board has had a series of meetings since the last Arts Commission 
meeting, another one is scheduled in early July;  
 

● The temporary lease between the City and the Torpedo Factory Art Center Board covering 
July, August and September will be signed shortly;  

 
● The Torpedo Factory Art Center Board’s staff is in transition to become City employees by 

July 1; and,  
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● Mr. Detomo reported that the joint working committee group is still meeting.  Reports 

outlining the outcomes from these meetings will be forthcoming.  The next steps relating to the 
management transition will be the distribution of the Torpedo Factory Art Center Board’s 
assets.  These assets include furniture (tables, chairs, computers, desks, etc.); cash; and 
intellectual properties (name and logo, etc.). It is uncertain at this time, if these assets will be 
split or remain with the Torpedo Factory Artists Association, the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
Board or will be given to the City.  The Lease Committee for the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
Board is studying all of these issues and will provide a recommendation to the full board.   
 

● Mr. Detomo shared the sad news of the passing of Penny Barringer, long­time Torpedo 
Factory Artist.   Ms. Barringer was the Treasurer for the Torpedo Factory Artists Association 
and will be missed.  

 
f. Waterfront Commission Liaison: Ms. Susie Cohen said that there will be demolition occurring 

along the Waterfront (Union Street, North and South Robinson Terminals, and the Dominion Boat 
Club).  She said that the Waterfront Commission received an update from the MGM Casino 
located at National Harbor.   
 

g. Arts and Economic Prosperity V Task Force: Ms. Amber Gordon said that the City of Alexandria 
is one of over 300 communities who are participating in the Americans for the Arts’ Arts and 
Economic Prosperity V Study.  Ms. Gordon mentioned there were two components to the study: 1) 
arts organizations to complete an online organizational survey; and, 2) to collect 800 survey 
audiences intercept surveys by December 31, 2016.  To date 69 intercept surveys are collected. 
Most of the Alexandria’s arts organizations’ seasons have ended, so it is anticipated for that the 
majority of the intercept surveys will be collected in the fall.   Copies of the audience intercept 
surveys were distributed ​(ATTACHMENT #9).​ Mr. Matthew Stensrud informed the members that 
the Task Force consists of Ms. Allison Heck and Ms. Amber Gordon.  He requested additional 
volunteers to serve.  Ms. Beth Coast volunteered to serve.  Mr. Stensrud thanked Ms. Coast.   

 7.  Mr. Stensrud requested that the Unity Public Art Application be moved from item 11. to item 7.  He 
felt that the project should be reviewed before the Election of Officers.  The Arts Commission 
members approved this revision to the agenda by consensus. 
a. Presentation by Applicant – Ms. Nancy Belmont showed a video presentation of the pilot “Unity” 

project that took place in the Del Ray neighborhood in May.  Highlights from the pilot project 
were: 
● The “Unity” video is being tested.  Once finalized it will be sent to “Upworthy” channel which 

has over 150,000 followers. 
● In May, over 1500 people participated in the project over 8 days. 
● The pilot project was held on private property. 
● The estimated cost for the pilot project was $600.  Most of the expense was the yarn.  Ms. 

Nancy Belmont and her company funded the pilot project. 
● In September, the DC Arts and Humanities Commission wishes to host the project for one day. 
● Relocating the project to a City park may not need to have structural permits.   
 

b. Review of staff memo – Ms. Diane Ruggiero distributed the staff memorandum for the “Unity” 
project ​(ATTACHMENT #10).​  The memorandum outlines the outcomes from the City staff 
review.   
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c. Motion on Application ­ Ms. Belmont initially wanted to implement the project in a City park 
before the elections.  She mentioned that the concept of “unity” can be implemented at any time. 
A list of City parks with and without irrigation is anticipated to be received within the next day or 
so.  Mr. Michael Detomo made a motion to approve the form of the concept for the “Unity” public 
art project ​(MOTION #3). 

8.  2016­2017Elections:   
a. Review of Slate and Update from Nominating Committee – The Nominating Committee provided 

the slate of officers for consideration by the Arts Commission for Fiscal Year 2017. 
 

b. Elections of the Following Positions ­ 
i. Chair  ­ Matthew Stensrud 
ii. First Vice Chair – Allison Nance 
iii. Second Vice Chair – Amber Gordon 
iv. Secretary, July 1­December 31, 2016 – Kate Elkins 
v. Secretary, January 1 – June 30, 2017 – Karen Thomas 
 

Before the election of officers, there was an open discussion about the slate and how meetings were 
conducted.  After some discussion, Mr. Michael Detomo made a motion to have a special Arts 
Commission meeting prior to the July regular Commission meeting to discuss the format of the 
Commission meetings ​(MOTION #4). 

Mr. Matthew Stensrud proceeded with the appointment of officers from the slate. Votes were made for 
each officer position ​(MOTION #5).​ Each officer was elected to their term without contest. 

 
 
9. 

 
Lee Center Mural Update: 
a. Review of inside Mural – Ms. Diane Ruggiero distributed initial concepts for a mural that will be 

placed in the Nannie J. Lee Center’s gymnasium ​(ATTACHMENT #11).​   The mural will be 
created by Mr. Matt Corrado, the same artist who painted the “Live Big” mural located by the 
Miracle Field.  The concept drawings showcase diversity, inclusion and an active fun community. 
Similar patterns of shapes and people will wrap the around the gymnasium walls. 
 

b. Motion on Additional Project – This mural will be an addition to the outside “Live Big” mural.  It 
is anticipated to be finished by August.  As the design is further developed, it will be brought back 
to the Arts Commission.  Ms. Shirley Downs moved approval of the additional mural project for 
the Nannie J. Lee Center’s gymnasium ​(MOTION #6).  

10  ACA 2016­ 2017 Calendar: 
a. Discussion of July and August ­ Mr. Matthew Stensrud opened the floor discussion for holding 

regular monthly meetings over the summer.  He conducted informal tallies to determine how many 
members were able to meet in July and August.  It was determined, that for both July and August a 
quorum of members will be able to meet.   

b. Motion to Approve 2016­2017 Calendar – Ms. Beth Coast made a motion for the Arts 
Commission to hold regular monthly meetings on the 3​rd​ Tuesday of the month, beginning in July 
(MOTION #7). 
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11
. 

2016­2017Public Art Annual Work Plan: 
a. Review of Task force – Ms. Diane Ruggiero distributed the staff memorandum which outlines the 

roles and responsibilities of the Public Art Annual Work Plan Task Force, names of community 
members and the request for the appointment of two Arts Commissioners to serve on the Task 
Force ​(ATTACHMENT #12).   

b. Motion to Approve Task Force – Ms. Shirley Downs made a motion to appoint the community 
members as outlined in the memorandum and appoint two Arts Commissioners (​MOTION #8). 

12
. 

Office of the Arts Staff Report: Diane Ruggiero distributed copies of the Division report 
(ATTACHMENT # 13)​.   
 
Ms. Ruggiero shared a staff memorandum on Fiscal Year 2016 Final Report forms received 
(ATTACHMENT # 14)​.   She reported that two Fiscal Year 2016 grant applicants (Port City 
Playhouse and the Torpedo Factory Art Center Board) did not submit their final reports by June 15, 
2016.  Staff recommends that these applicants not receive their final payments.  Also, that these funds 
be distributed to the top three scoring organizations – Arts on the Horizon, the Art League and the 
Alexandria Symphony. Catherine Ahern made a motion to accept staff’s recommendation as outlined 
in the staff memorandum ​(MOTION #9).   

13
. 

Good of the Order: No Announcements were made. 

14
. 

Adjournment Matthew Stensrud mentioned that all items were addressed from the meeting’s agenda, 
so the meeting adjourned at 10:10 pm. 

 
New Action Items  Responsible Due Date 
1.  Special July 12 Arts Commission meeting; July 

19 and August 16 Regular Monthly Arts 
Commission meetings, locations TBD 

Arts Commission 
members 

July 12, July 19 and 
August 16, 2016, 
locations to be 
determined. 

 
 
 
Other Notes & Information 

1. Ms. Wendi R. Kaplan’s Reading and Remarks for the Passing of Mr. Ryan Wojtanowski, the Orlando 
Victims, and Other Recent Victims of Hate­based Violence  

2. Mr. Herb Cooper­Levy, FocusMusic, Remarks  
3. Appointment of Ms. Wendi R. Kaplan, Poet Laureate, Office of the Arts Staff Memorandum  
4. Ms. Wendi R. Kaplan’s Remarks for Her Appointment and Poems “Welcoming Sky”  
5. Advocacy and Outreach Committee Report 
6. Arts Commission’s Calendar, June through December 31, 2016      
7. Ms. Shirley Downs Report, Alexandria City Public School Board Vote on Patrick Henry School 

Renovation   
8. Time and Place ­ Review of Artist Selection Memo, Office of the Arts Staff Memorandum 
9. Americans for the Arts’ Arts and Arts and Economic Prosperity V Audience Intercept Surveys 
10. “Unity” Project, Office of the Arts Staff Memorandum  
11. Initial Concepts for a Mural for Nannie J. Lee Center’s Gymnasium   
12. Public Art Annual Work Plan Task Force, Office of the Arts Staff Memorandum  
13. Office of the Arts Division Report 

7 

 



14. Fiscal Year 2016 Final Report Forms, Office of the Arts Staff Memorandum  
Submitted by:  Cheryl Anne Colton  Draft Notes Sent to 

Secretary 
06­26­16 

Reviewed by:  Kate Elkins  Draft Minutes Sent to 
Commissioners 

08­12­16 

Approved by:  Alexandria Commission for the Arts  Date:   
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Motion Tracker 
 

 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 
1. Agenda Item:  #6, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Report, item a. 

i. Motion on Appointment of Wendi R. Kaplan, Poet Laureate, City of 
Alexandria  
 
Motion: To appoint Wendi R. Kaplan as Poet Laureate for the City of 
Alexandria.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Kate Elkins Shirley Downs Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 

2. Agenda Item:  #6, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Report, item d. 
Time and Place Task Force, ii. Motion on Memorandum  
 
Motion: Recommend the hiring of Sheldon Scott and the team of 
Lauren Adams and Stewart Watson for the Time and Place Project.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Kate Elkins Amber Gordon Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 

3. Agenda Item:  #11 moved to item #7, “Unity” Public Art Application, 
item c. Motion on Application  
 
Motion: To approve the form of the concept of the “Unity” public art 
project as presented today with no material changes. 
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Michael Detomo  Beth Coast Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 

4. Agenda Item: #8, 2016-2017 Election of Officers, Special Arts 
Commission meeting. 
 
Motion: To have a special meeting prior to the July regular Arts 
Commission meeting to discuss the format of Arts Commission 
meetings.  Friendly amended by Matthew Stensrud, Meeting date 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Michael Detomo Cara Frey Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 



Alexandria Commission for the Arts 

 

Meeting date: ____6-21-16________                              Meeting Type:____Regular Monthly Meeting_____________________________________
 Page 2 
 

 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

5. Agenda Item: #8, 2016-2017 Election of Officers 
 
Motion: To appoint the following members as Officers for 2016-
2017 
 
Matthew Stensrud, Chair 
Allison Nance, 1st Vice Chair 
Amber Gordon, 2nd Vice Chair 
Kate Elkins, Secretary (7-1-16 to 12-31-16) 
Karen Thomas, Secretary (1-1-17 to 6-30-17) 
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

By appointment 
from slate 
 
 
 
Individual votes 
taken for each, 
each vote 
candidates were 
unanimously 
approved. 
 

 Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 
 

6. Agenda Item: 9, Lee Center Mural Update, item b. Motion on 
Addition to Project. 
 
Motion: To approve the concept of an additional inside mural in the 
gymnasium of the Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center.  As project is 
further developed it should be shared by staff.   
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Shirley Downs Beth Coast Yes – 12 
  
No –  0 
 
Abstain – 1 

7. Agenda Item: #10, ACA 2016-2017 Calendar, item b. Motion to 
Approve 2016-2017 Calendar. 
 
Motion: To hold regular monthly Arts Commission meetings on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month, beginning in July. 
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Beth Coast Catherine Ahren Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 
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8. Agenda Item:  #11, 2016-2017 Public Art Annual Workplan, item b. 
Motion to Appoint Task Force Members. 
 
Motion: To appoint Regan Spurlock, Patricia Washington and John 
M. Adams as community members to the 2016-2017 Public Art 
Annual Workplan Task Force along with Allison Nance and 
Catherine Ahren as Arts Commission representatives.   
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Shirley Downs  Michelle Kozlak Yes – Unanimously Approved 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
(13 people voting) 
 

9.  Agenda Item:  #13, Office of the Arts Staff Report, Fiscal Year 2016 
Final Report Forms   
 
Motion: To withhold Fiscal Year 2016 final payments grantees who 
did not submit reports by the deadline(Port City Playhouse and 
Torpedo Factory Art Center Board), and redistribute the funding to 
the Fiscal Year 2016 top three scoring arts organizations – Arts on 
the Horizon, the Art League and the Alexandria Symphony.   
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Amber Gordon Susan Cohen Yes – 9 
 
No –   0 
 
Abstain - 3 
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Action Items 
 

 Action Item Responsible Due Date Status 
1. Dates, agendas and locations for Arts Commission monthly and Committee meetings. 

 
 

Chair of Arts 
Commission and 
Chairs of 
Committees 

Required 3 
business days 
prior to 
meetings 

Ongoing 

2. Continue conversations with the Arts Forum, the Arts Commission and the Office of the 
Arts as the Fiscal Year 2017 budget is prepared. 

Matthew 
Stensrud and 
Arts Commission 

Ongoing Ongoing  
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Introduction to the Alexandria Arts Commission 
6/21/16 
 
 
Good Evening! 
 
I am Wendi Kaplan and I am thrilled and humbled to receive this honor of being the Alexandria Poet 
Laureate. 
 
I moved to Alexandria in 1982 after getting a job with the Alexandria Office on Women’s Domestic 
Violence Program. 
 
Immediately I became active in our city volunteering with the Rape Crisis program in that same office, 
connecting with the police department, doing research about domestic violence and creating 
connections and bridges with other domestic violence and women’s programs in the area. During that 
time I became more aware of the importance of affordable housing in providing chances for women 
and their families to get on their feet and thrive. I was appointed to and served on the Alexandria 
Landlord Tenant Relations Board for 5 years, including a term as chair. I volunteered with the United 
Way Social Planning Committee doing research and making recommendations to the City Council and 
was the Chair of the Security Brochure Task Force, creating a brochure for the public that  identified 
ways to prevent crime as well as resources available for victims of crime. 
 
As a citizen of Alexandria for over 34 years, I am also a wife and mother and have been involved with 
the schools in many ways. In 2002-2003 I created and facilitated a year long poetry project at the Mt 
Vernon Community School with a group of second grade students using poetry as a way to identify and 
discuss values and cultural diversity. The children read and wrote poetry and learned how to share 
their writings and thoughts in meaningful ways. Each child built skills in creativity, oral and written 
expression, and listening and sharing with respect and curiosity. 
 
In addition I have had a psychotherapy practice in our city for over 15 years since 1991. I am a social 
worker, a poetry therapist and a teacher and believe in the power of words, both written and spoken. 
Words and poetry call our attention to story, to being present, to wonder and to what calls us to be 
whole.  Lucille Clifton, a Poet Laureate of Maryland said, “Poems come out of wonder, not out of 
knowing.” 
 
As a community activist since childhood, when I marched with my family for Civil Rights, I have been 
involved in helping to create a world that is more whole and compassionate. In light of the Orlando 
horror, it is important to note that I was also the Virginia  State Coordinator of the Million Mom March 
in May of 2000 and have been an active voice in advocating for sensible gun legislation for many years. 
 
 
Of course I have also been a lover of poetry since before I can remember and writing since about the 
age of 6. My mother’s family shared poetry and she read me everything from A.A. Milne’s  poetry to 
Edgar Allen Poe. 
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A most important part of my introduction is to share with you that my son, Taylor Dohmen, now 21 
years of age, was awarded the title of Poet Laureate of the Alexandria  Elementary schools when he 
was 11 years old and in the 5th grade at Mt. Vernon Community Elementary school. A great surprise 
and thrill for us all! 
 
We both served on the City Committee to find and appoint Alexandria’s Poet Laureate! Mary McElveen 
was our choice hands down ! I am a huge fan of her poetry! 
 
I write, read and work with poetry. It is my language. 
In my role as poet laureate I see myself as bringing poetry to our community through schools and 
libraries and community venues. I see myself as working with other artists in collaborative ways that 
enrich us and our community. 
 
I would like to invite people into conversation, to create community by knowing each other through 
words, through poetry. By sharing poetry we love, by writing poetry together, by listening to each 
other and broadening our perspectives. 
 
I look forward to hearing your thoughts on poetry and our community and, if you are interested, doing 
collaborations with you as well. 
 
Thank you so much for this great honor! 
 
Wendi R. Kaplan 
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The Welcoming Sky 

 
From my window 

facing east  

I see the summer solstice sun  

blossom in a sky of soft  

peach and lavender streamers. 

It is the longest day, 

an invitation into the summer. 

The lush green gardens already  

full and blooming, revel  

in the light of this season. 

It is a time of growing and ripening, 

a time of play and connecting 

a time of living in the abundance. 

 

From my window  

facing east  

the Strawberry moon rises in her finest  

gold and amber 

accompanied by Mars and Saturn; 

Jupiter, Antares and Vega too 

come to this party. 

It is a time of sky gazing, of bathing  

and dancing in moonlight,  

a time of admiration and awe. 

 

All are welcome. 

 

The sky does not exclude. 

The sky embraces us all. 

The sky reminds us that  

we are small, 

that we are connected, 

that we are a part of something  

so immense that  

we can barely glimpse it 

and yet it lives in us, 

reminds us that we all are light  

that we all 

are welcome to this ball,  

this cosmic dance. 

 

All are welcome. 

 

 

 -Wendi R. Kaplan 
6/20/16 
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From: Shirley Downs ACA <shirley-downs-ACA@comcast.net> 

Subject: Patrick Henry 

Date: June 21, 2016 at 4:41:12 PM EDT 

To: Matthew Stensrud <mstensrud@gmail.com>, Kate Elkins <kate.elkins.aca@gmail.com> 

 

Hello, 

 

I do not know if you want to mention this tonight but there are going to be ongoing activities re Patrick 

Henry 

 

1. ) The night that I testified before the School Board, May 19, 2016,  the main focus was on the Site Plan 

and access from the Latham and Taney Streets.   

 

2.) But even though the primary focus was on access to the site and safety the President of the PTA at 

Patrick Henry, the Chair of the Bike and Pedestrian Committee, and another member of the Patrick Henry 

Advisory Committee all mentioned the fact that they wanted to have an auditorium. So the support for 

performance space at Patrick Henry continues. This and our letters demonstrated the continuing support 

for performance space at the school.  

 

3. ) There was a Patrick Henry Advisory Committee Meeting on June 16, 2016 but that meeting was 

devoted to the vote by the School Board for Plan A related to access to the site and outlining the Project 

Schedule Overview 

 

4.) On June 24, 2016 ACPS will be making a presentation to the Planning Commission related to their 

DSUP for Patrick Henry.  If you wish the Arts Commission could do a letter to the Planning Commission 

relating to Patrick Henry outlining our suggestions relating to the  Black Box Theatre.  We can discuss 

this at out Art Education Committee Meeting on June 22, 2016.  Then in addition to the letter any 

members of the Committee/Commission who wish to testify in support of our recommendations can.  

 

5.)  I spoke to Erika Gulick today, she is the Facilities Planner who is the assistant to Elijah Gross the 

Director of Planning,  Design, and Construction for ACPS.  She indicated that ACPS would be working 

on interior designs for the building including the Black Box Theatre.  She said there would be an 

additional Patrick Henry Advisory Committee Meeting sometime in July. The  date is not settled as yet.   

 

6. ) Some of the elements of the Black Box Theatre that we mentioned in our last letter to the School 

Board  will be dealt with then.  It may be that we would have an opportunity to have the kind of input 

outlined in our letter during the end of June and the  month of July.    

 

So Potential Action Items relate to: 

 

a) An Arts Commission Letter to the Planning Commission Re Patrick Henry 

b) A potential Meeting with ACPS re the Design of the Black Box Theatre in late June or early July 

c) The meeting of the Patrick Henry Advisory Committee in July ( still to Be scheduled) 

 

Shirley 

703-845-7958 

Shirley-Downs-ACA@comcast.net 
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