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Alexandria Commission for the Arts 

Regular Monthly Meeting  
Meeting Information 

 

Objective: To address Arts Commission business.  

Date: 04-19-16 Time: Begin: 7:09 pm  End: 9:55 pm       

Location: City Council Workroom, City 

Hall, 301 King St, Alexandria, 

VA  

Meeting 

Type: 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

Called by: Matthew Stensrud, Chair Note Taker: Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional 

Program Director, Office of the Arts 

Facilitator: Matthew Stensrud Timekeeper: Matthew Stensrud 

Secretary/Minutes Susan (Amber) Gordon 

Attendees: Catherine Ahern , Lisa Baranello, Beth Coast, Susan Cohen, Michael Detomo (arrived 8 

pm), Shirley Downs, Kate Elkins,  Cara Frey, Susan (Amber) Gordon, Allison Heck, Betsy 

Hennigan,Michelle Kozlak, Allison Nance, Matthew Stensrud  

Absent: Gayle Converse and Karen Thomas 

Vacancy(s): NONE 

Observers: Ryan Wojtanowski, Poet Laureate, City of Alexandria; Susan Gitlin; Kasha Huber; Jan 

Macpherson; Catrona Thomas Brodie; Sara Dillich; Lawrence Berg; Martin Cohen and 

Linda Flynn– Cultural Planning Group (CPG), Ann Dorman; Deborah Funk, Alexandria 

Film Festival; Annita Schingeh; Patti North, Alexandria Film Festival; June Whelan, 

Washington Balalaika Society; Suzanne Bethel, The Art League  

City Staff: Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Cultural Arts, RPCA 

Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  

Matthew Harwood, Public Art Manager, RPCA 

Agenda items       Presenter 
1. Call to Order Matthew Stensrud 
2. Poet Laureate Presentation Ryan Wojtanowski and Kate 

Elkins 

3. Public Comment  

4. Approval of Minutes 

a. March 15,  Regular Meeting 

Matthew Stensrud 

5. Chair’s Report 

a. Torpedo Factory Update 

b. May 14
th
 Retreat, Lee Center, 10 am – 3pm 

Matthew Stensrud 

6.   FY2017 Grants 

a. Report from Grants Committee 

i. Review Recommendations from Grants Task Force 

ii. Additional Grants Committee Information 

b. Review of Funding Options 

c. Motions on FY2017 Grants 

 

Allison Nance 

 

 

Diane Ruggiero 

7. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports 

a. Time and Place Task Force 

i. Motion on Program Plan 

b. Traffic Boxes Task Force 

i. Motion on Artist Selection  

c. Arts Forum Liaison 

d. Torpedo Factory Liaison 

e. Waterfront Commission Liaison 

 
Kate Elkins 

 

Shirley Downs 

 

Amber Gordon 

Michael Detomo 

Susie Cohen 
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8. Duke Street Tunnel Task Force 

a. Motion to Appoint Commission Members 

Matthew Stensrud 

9. 2016-2017 Elections 

a. Review of Election Process 

b. Motion to Appoint Nominating Committee 

Matthew Stensrud 

10. Cultural Plan Update and Discussion CPG Team 

11. Office of the Arts Staff Report Diane Ruggiero 

12. Good of the Order – Announcements Matthew Stensrud and Members 

of Arts Commission 

13. Adjournment  

Discussion Summary 
1. Call to Order: Matthew Stensrud welcomed everyone and began the meeting 7:09 pm.  Mr. Stensrud 

congratulated Allison Nance on her re-appointment to the Arts Commission.  He also said that Karen 

Thomas was appointed to the Arts Commission however, she was on a long planned out of town trip and 

therefore unavailable.  

2. Poet Laureate Presentation: Kate Elkins introduced Ryan Wojtanowski as the City’s new Poet Laureate.  

She mentioned the Poet Laureate plaque is in process of development. Mr. Wojanowski provided remarks. 

After the remarks Matthew Stensrud officially welcomed Mr. Wojanowski as the City’s Poet Laureate.  He 

mentioned too, that Tori Lane Kovarik, former Poet Laureate was unable to attend the meeting.  He said that 

there is a proclamation of appreciation that will be presented to Ms. Kovarik before she leaves the area. 

3. Public Comment: Mr. Stensrud invited the audience to speak.  As there were speakers, he asked each 

member of the audience to introduce themselves. [Can we include the names and affiliations of those who spoke?] 

4. Approval of Minutes:  Susan (Amber) Gordon distributed the draft minutes from the March 15 meeting 

(ATTACHMENT #1).  She noted that the March 15
th
 meeting was quite long and included many complex 

issues; and Commissioners would like more time to review these minutes, she proposed that their approval 

be laid over to the May Meeting of the Arts Commission.  A motion was made to defer approval of the 

March 15 draft minutes until the May 17 meeting (MOTION #1) (ACTION ITEM #1). 

5. Chair’s Report:   

Torpedo Factory Update - Matthew Stensrud mentioned Michael Detomo would provide an update later 

in the meeting.  He noted that the Commission’s Executive Committee met with          in order (a) to 

answer questions they had regarding the Commission’s provisional recommendations; and (b) to 

understand the program in process by the joint executive committees to resolve matters pertaining to the 

management of the Torpedo Factory.  Mr. Stensrud’s updates included: 

- A working group consisting of Executive Committee members from the Torpedo Factory’s Board, 

the Torpedo Factory Artists Association, the Art League and the Arts Commission are meeting 

weekly to address issues outlined in the CPG report.  

- A timeline for submitting resolutions to these issues is outlined.  It is proposed to be complete by 

September.   

- Working group’s communications and meetings are open to the public. 

 

May 14
th
 Arts Commission Retreat, Lee Center, 10 am – 3pm – Mr. Stensrud said that the time for the 

retreat was condensed as a way of staying focused on the issues.   The Office of the Arts staff will send 

food preference requests to the Arts Commissioners.  If there are any issues the Arts Commission 

members wish to have discussed at the retreat, these items should be sent to Mr. Stensrud.  

6.   FY2017 Grants: 

a. Report from Grants Committee – Allison Nance reported she served as an observer for the April 11 

Grants Task Force meeting held in the City Council work room.  

i. Review Recommendations from Grants Task Force – The Grants Task Force consisted of three Arts 

Commissioners and three community members.  She reported the process went well.  The Grants 

Task Force members deliberated and developed scoring for each application received.  As outlined in 
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the Arts Commission’s Funding Allocation Policy, the Task Force did not provide a funding 

recommendation.   The Policy also states that the Task Force members’ scores are considered as final 

and will not be changed by the Arts Commission during their deliberations.  

 

ii. Additional Grants Committee Information – Ms. Nance said she worked with the Office of the Arts 

staff to develop several funding options for consideration by the Arts Commission.  These funding 

options are outlined in the “Fiscal Year 2017 Arts Grants – Funding” staff memorandum 

(ATTACHMENT #2). She also invited Arts Commission members to serve on the Grant 

Committee.  Lisa Baranello said she was willing to serve on the Grants Committee.  

 

b. Review of Funding Options - Michelle Kozlak representing Arts on the Horizon and Michael Detomo 

representing the Torpedo Factory Art Center both recused themselves from the funding options 

discussion.  Discussion highlights: 

 Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Board in transition, a transition plan/resolution not in place. 

 

 Northern Virginia Fine Arts Association’s board sent an email stating that their board was committed 

to fulfilling the programs outlined in the FY 2017 grant.  An interim executive director and the 

gallery director are in place.  The full-time executive director will be in place in June.   

 

 Alexandria Symphony Orchestra with Kim Allen Kluge, Music Director leaving in June, the 

Orchestra’s board and staff have a transition plan for the placement of the Music Director.  Guest 

Directors will conduct throughout the season. 

 

 Historically, there were two applicants who eliminated due to the transitional state of their 

organizations’ management and administration (Eclipse Chamber Orchestra – FY 2014 and American 

Youth Philharmonic Orchestra – FY 2009). 

 

 Quintango did not have their calendar attached to their online grant application.  At the March 15 

Arts Commission meeting, the Office of the Arts staff shared this information. The Arts Commission 

members voted that Quintango’s application was considered as ineligible.  Since the March 15 Arts 

Commission meeting, Quintango’s music director submitted an appeal request to the Executive 

Committee.  The Executive Committee requested that Grants Task Force review and score 

Quintango’s application.  Quintango’s score is part of the funding recommendation options.  If a 

motion for funding is approved, then Quintango’s application and appeal for consideration will also 

be approved.  

 

 Applicants need to comply with the grant program’s policies and procedures in order to continue to 

maintain and raise the quality of grantees within the program.  

 

 Fiscal Year 2017 applicants will be provided feedback upon request.  

 

 Policies for consideration during Fiscal Year 2018 grant cycle include: 

-  How to address arts organizations having significant board and/or organizational transitions. 

-  How to address arts organizations who are not in compliance with policies and procedures, and an      

appeal process.  

-  How to address arts organizations’ use of City facilities (a form of operating support) and the grant 

program.  

-  Whether/how arts organizations’’ past fulfillment of grant obligations will affect future 

applications. 

 

c. Motions on FY2017 Grants – Options for funding were discussed.  Discussion items noted were: 

 Concern about the capacity of arts organizations, if only 60% of funds are given, can an arts 

organization fulfill programs noted in grant? 
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 Concern about how not receiving grant funding will affect some of the smaller organizations.  

 The grant program should be competitive; it should not be necessary for all grant requests to be 

funded.  

 The intention of the grant program should be to fund the “best arts programs” especially those in 

Alexandria. 

 

      A motion was made to approve the staff memorandum Fiscal Year 2017 Grant Committee 

recommendation option E (MOTION #2) for funding.   

 

Lengthy discussion ensued during which the pros and cons of seven (7) possible funding scenarios were 

extensively reviewed.  

 

      Another motion was made to approve the memorandum with one revision to replace option E with 

option C (MOTION #3).  After additional discussion about the funding options, and before the vote was 

taken on this motion, it was recommended by the chair that this motion read that the Arts Commission 

approve the staff memorandum Fiscal Year 2017 Grant Committee recommendation option #E for 

funding (MOTION # 3 REVISION).   

7. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports:  Mr. Stensrud said that he wanted to add a report by the Arts 

Education Committee before moving forward to the other Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports.  

a. Arts Education Committee – Kate Elkins reported that the designs for the new Patrick Henry School do 

not include an auditorium.  Several teachers, parents and Patrick Henry students wish to have the 

auditorium included in the designs.  Ms. Elkins and Ms. Downs shared information received from people 

in the community (ATTACHMENT #3, #4 and #5).  A motion was made to for the Arts Commission 

to develop a letter in support of an auditorium at the Patrick Henry School (MOTION #4).  

 

b. Time and Place Task Force – Ms. Elkins requested approval of the Time and Place Program Plan.  The 

Program Plan was distributed at the March meeting.   

i. Motion on Program Plan – A motion was made (MOTION #5) and approved unanimously.  

 

c. Traffic Boxes Task Force – Shirley Downs distributed the Task Force Memorandum for the selection of 

the Artists to create the designs for the Traffic Boxes (ATTACHMENT #6 and #7).  She also showed 

the artists’ designs to the members. 

i. Motion on Artist Selection – A motion was made to approve the selection of the artists to create 

designs on the Traffic Boxes (MOTION #6).    

 

d. Arts Forum Liaison – No report. 

 

e. Torpedo Factory Liaison – Michael Detomo reported on the following items: 

 The Torpedo Factory garage door mural is nearing completion.   

 The Joint Executive Committees Work Group prepared several draft documents for tasks 

that needed to be completed as were outlined in the CPG report.  The Torpedo Factory 

Board will review these documents at their April 20 meeting. The draft documents were 

distributed: 

- Mission and Vision Statement (ATTACHMENT #8). 

- Agenda, Task and Schedule (ATTACHMENT #9). 

- Committee Roster and Committee Origination (ATTACHMENT #10).   

 

f. Waterfront Commission Liaison – Susan Cohen reported: 

 Waterfront Governance Committee has had several meetings (February 2 & 29 and April 1 

& 15).  Organizational structures the Committee has explored are Arts and Entertainment or 

Business Improvement Districts (BID).  Currently, the BID is an option that is being 

considered as something they wish to implement. The Governance Committee will reach 
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out to Alexandria’s business community to obtain their buy-in for implementation. 

 Fitzgerald Square – Jack Browand, Division Chief for Park Planning, Design & Capital 

Development, Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities gave a brief 

presentation on the planning efforts for Fitzgerald Square.  

 Hokulé a Hawaiian Voyaging Canoe will be in Alexandria May 15-18. 

 The annual Waterfront Walk is scheduled for June 4.   Arts Commissioners are welcome to 

participate. 
8. Duke Street Tunnel Task Force:  Mr. Stensrud reported there is interest for installing new art pieces for the 

Duke Street Pedestrian Tunnel which crosses Duke Street.  The Office of the Arts staff is working with the 

Carlyle group and has secured funding for the new installation. A call and selection of artist(s) for the 

installation is needed.  The Duke Street Pedestrian Tunnel Task Force will work with staff on this project. 

a. Motion to Appoint Commission Members – A motion was made to appoint Arts Commissioners to this 

Task Force (MOTION #7). 

9. 2016-2017 Elections:  

a. Review of Election Process – Mr. Stensrud informed the members that April is the time to appoint a 

Nominating Committee who will develop a Fiscal Year 2017 slate for Chair, 1
st
 Vice Chair, 2

nd
 Vice 

Chair, and Secretary.  This slate of officers will be presented to the Arts Commissioners at the May 17 

meeting.  At the June 21 Arts Commission meeting, additional nominations for the officer positions will 

be taken from the floor.  The Fiscal Year 2017 officers will be voted on at the June 21 meeting.   

 

Mr. Stensrud spoke with Michael Detomo, Michelle Kozlak and Catherine Ahern to serve on the 

Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee will be charged with speaking with the current 

officers to determine their interest to serve, and also identify additional members to serve.   

 

b. Motion to Appoint Nominating Committee – A motion was made and approved unanimously to appoint 

a Nominating Committee (MOTION #8).  

10. Cultural Plan Update and Discussion: Mr. Stensrud recognized Martin Cohen and Linda Flynn, CPG.   Mr. 

Cohen provided background for the development of City’s Arts and Culture Plan. Brief overviews included: 

 Initial research phase – July, August and September 

 Listening phase – October, December and January 

 Community online surveys January until end of May.  

 Community engagement phase – February, March and April.  Week of community engagement held 

February 23-27.  Other engagement sessions April 7-8; and April 17, 18 and 19. 

 CPG working with the Office of Performance and Accountability to incorporate the Arts and Culture 

plan into the City’s Strategic Plan. 

 Next couple of weeks: 

- Arts Commissioners and Office of the Arts staff need to assist CPG to ensure that all voices are 

heard as part of the Arts and Culture Plan development.  This might mean additional meetings need 

to be set.  CPG will provide Office of the Arts staff with dates when consultants can be in town to 

facilitate the meetings.  

- Approximately 450 online surveys are completed.  A few hard copies surveys have been collected 

and will be incorporated into the tally.  Arts Commissioners need to get more people to complete the 

survey, so that a broader range of participation is demonstrated in the survey findings.  It was 

suggested that friends, family and colleagues of Arts Commissioners complete the survey. 

- Early Summer (June-July) will be the analytical phase of the plan development.  First with findings 

and outcomes report, then proposed strategies/implementation report. 

- By late Sumer, a draft plan will be presented to staff.  
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- In Fall, the plan will be presented to Arts Commission. 

11. Office of the Arts Staff Report- Diane Ruggiero distributed copies of the Division report (ATTACHMENT 

#11).  She reported that there are 92 artists’ applications to consider for the Lake Cook project.  

12. Good of the Order – Announcements 

- The proposed Old Town North Small Area Plan will include an arts corridor.  On April 18, a 

Baltimore, MD trip was organized by the Planning and Zoning Department to explore Artists – 

Live/Work options.  Susan Amber Gordon participated on that trip.   On April 26, DC and regional 

options for Artists – Live/Work will be explored, and commissioners are welcome to participate, but 

must first contact Nancy Williams if they wish to be included.  

- Community engagement meetings have been held for the development of the City’s new 5 Year 

Strategic Plan.  Susan (Amber) Gordon and Karen Thomas have been attending these meetings.   

- This past Summer, Sydney-Chanele Dawkins (former Arts Commissioner) passed.  Her family has 

established a scholarship fund to support the passion and efforts of female writers in Journalism and 

the Arts.  Writers meeting the criterial and living in Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia areas 

or attending Sherman Street Church of God in Anderson, Indiana are eligible to apply 

(ATTACHMENT 12).   
- Office of the Arts’ Durant Arts Center May programs include: Sunday, May 1, “Bagels and Bach” 

(ATTACHMENT 13); First Friday: “Taste of Cinco de Mayo”- May 6 (ATTACHMENT 14); 

and, the “Alexandria – gospelFEST” Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 21 (ATTACHMENT 15). 

- Historic Gardens Tour will be held April 23. 

- Matthew Stensrud is invited to serve as one of the judges for the April 30, Alexandria Earth Day’s 

Fashion Trashion Show. 

13. Adjournment Matthew Stensrud mentioned that all items were addressed from the meeting’s agenda, so the 

meeting adjourned at 9:55pm. 

New Action Items      Responsible  Due Date 
1. Approval of the March 15 draft minutes  Chair and Secretary May 17 Arts Commission 

Meeting  

2.     

Other Notes & Information 
1. Draft Minutes from the March 15, 2016 meeting 

2. Fiscal Year 2017 Arts Grants – Funding, Staff Memorandum  

3. Email 04-19-16, Shirley Downs, Subject: Patrick Henry School and Recreation Center 

4. Letter, 04-13-16, to Mayor Silberberg, City Council members and the School Board from Alissa Oram, 

Patrick Henry Project Community Advisory Board Member, Patrick Henry Parent and Resident 

5. Letter, 05-28-15 to Members of the School Board from Patrick Henry School Teachers: David Evans, 

Voice Music Teacher; Todd Mulder, Band, Orchestra and General Music, Director of Spring Musical; 

and Stanley Marcellus Reynolds, Dance Instructor.  

6. Traffic Control Boxes Task Force Memorandum 

7. Traffic Control Box Wrap Map for Intersection Locations 

8. Draft Torpedo Factory Mission and Vision Statements 

9. Draft Agenda, Task and Schedule 

10. Draft Report Committee Roster and Committee Origination 

11. Office of the Arts Division Report – April  

12. Sydney-Chanele Dawkins Scholarship Flyer  
13. Flyer: Sunday, May 1, “Bagels and Bach” 

14. Flyer: First Friday: “Taste of Cinco de Mayo”- May 6  

15. Flyer: “Alexandria – gospelFEST” Friday, May 20 and Saturday, May 21 

Submitted by: Cheryl Anne Colton Draft Notes Sent 03-23-16 

 Susan Amber Gordon Draft Minutes Sent to Commissioners 04-19-16 

 Alexandria Commission for the Arts Approval of Minutes 06-21-16 
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Alexandria Commission for the Arts 
Regular Monthly Meeting  

Meeting Information 
 
Objective: To address Arts Commission business.  
Date: 03-15-16 Time: Begin: 7:05 pm  End: 10:40 pm       
Location: Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker 

Lane, Alexandria, VA  
Meeting Type: Regular Monthly Meeting 

Called by: Matthew Stensrud, Chair Note Taker: Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional 
Program Director, Office of the 
Arts 

Facilitator: Matthew Stensrud Timekeeper: Matthew Stensrud 
Attendees: Catherine Ahern , Lisa Baranello, Beth Coast, Susan Cohen, Gayle Converse, Michael 

Detomo*, Shirley Downs, Kate Elkins,  Cara Frey, Susan (Amber) Gordon, Allison Heck, 
Betsy Hennigan,Michelle Kozlak, Allison Nance, and Matthew Stensrud  

Absent: David Martin (excused/resignation as of March 2016); * Michael Detomo arrived at 9 pm 
Vacancy(s):  
Observers: Torpedo Factory Arts Center- TFACB or TFAA representatives: Penelope Barringer; 

Marian Van Landingham; Barbara Muth; Carol Talkov; Alison Sigethy; Bev Andrews; 
Jen Athanas; Marsha Staiger; Pete McCutchen; Linda Schumaier; Rachael Nease; Eric 
Margry; Tory Cowles; Guy Jones; Kathy Beynette; Lori Katz; Beverly Ryan; and Eric 
Wallner. 
Citizens: Tammy McCatcha; Leah Stures; Phil Puziok; and Michael Cohen 
Reporter: Jim Kale, Alexandria Times 
Visit Alexandria/TFACB: Patricia Washington  
Miracle Field: Kate Moran 
Bill Colosimo and Members of the Alexandria Singers 

City Staff: Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Cultural Arts, RPCA 
Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  
Matthew Harwood, Public Art Manager, RPCA 

Agenda items       Presenter 
1. Call to Order Matthew Stensrud 
2. Adoption of the Agenda Matthew Stensrud 
3. Approval of Minutes  

a.   February 16, Regular Meeting 
Matthew Stensrud 

4. Chair’s Report Matthew Stensrud 
5. Miracle Field Mural 

a.   Presentation  
b.  Motion on Memo 

Kate Moran and Matthew Stensrud 

6. Guest Presentation – Alexandria Singers Matthew Stensrud & Bill Colosimo 
7. Torpedo Factory Art Center Business Analysis and 

Recommendations: 
a.   Presentation of Executive Committee Memorandum 

and Recommendations 
b.   Public Hearing 
c.   Motion on Recommendation #1 and Memo Provisions 
d.  Motion on Recommendation #2 and Memo Provisions 

 
 
Matthew Stensrud and Diane 
Ruggiero 

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text

cherylanne.colton
Typewritten Text
Attachment #1 (1 of 13)



2 

 

e.   Motion on Recommendation #3 and Memo Provisions 
f.   Motion on Recommendation #4 and Memo Provisions 
g.  Motion on Executive Committee Memo 

8 FY 2017 Grants 
a.   Presentation of Memo 
b.  Motion on Memo 

Matthew Stensrud 

9. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports 
a.   Arts Education Committee 
b.   Advocacy and Outreach Committee 
c.   Arts Forum Liaison 
d.   Cultural Plan Task Force 
e.   Lake Cook Task Force 

i.   Motion on Appointment Memo 
f.   f.  Simpson Park Task Force 

i.   Motion on Artist Selection Memo 
g.  Traffic Boxes Task Force 

i.   Motion on Appointment Memo 
h.   Poet Laureate and DASHing Words Task Force 

i.   Motion on Appointment Memo 

 
Kate Elkins 
Gayle Converse 
Michelle Kozlak 
Beth Coast 
Allison Heck 
 
Betsy Hennigan 
 
Shirley Downs 
 
 
Kate Elkins 

10. Office of the Arts Staff Report Diane Ruggiero 
11. Good of the Order – Announcements Matthew Stensrud and Members of 

Arts Commission 
12. Adjournment  
Discussion Summary 
1. Call to Order: Matthew Stensrud welcomed everyone and began the meeting    7:05 pm 
2. Approval of the Agenda: Mr. Stensrud requested a change in the agenda, by adding a performance 

by the Alexandria Singers and moving the Miracle Field Mural project before the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center Business Analysis and Recommendations. Additionally, to the FY 2017 Grant 
Eligibility before the Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports.   The Arts Commission 
approved the change in the agenda.  (MOTION #1) (ATTACHMENT #1) 

3. Approval of Minutes February 16, 2016, the minutes were approved by consensus.  
4. Chair’s Report:  Matthew Stensrud gave the following report to the Arts Commission: 

•   Mr. Stensrud reported that he attended the National Arts Education Association’s gallery 
opening held on February 18. He mentioned the pieces selected for the show were perfect for 
the gallery.   

•   He also acknowledged that the All City High Schools Visual Arts Exhibition just opened at 
Convergence.  He encouraged Arts Commissioners and members of the public to enjoy the 
exhibition before they leave the building.  He also reminded everyone that the opening 
reception is scheduled for Friday, April 1.  Mr. Stensrud congratulated Beth Coast and Kate 
Elkins on their leadership of these two projects.  

5. Miracle Field Mural:  
a.   Presentation: Kate Moran provided an update on the proposed design for the Miracle Field 

Mural.  The west wall will have a chalk board, in addition to designs created by the 
Therapeutic Recreation students.  Additionally, their hand prints will also be placed on the 
mural. The mural as outlined has been vetted through General Services and the Recreation, 
Parks and Cultural Activities’ Departments.  A memorandum of understanding will be 
prepared between the City and Kelly Cares/Miracle Field. The mural is scheduled to be 
unveiled at the April 23, 2016 Miracle Field game.  The mural will be on display from April 
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23, 2016 through April 23, 2018. 
b.   Motion on Memo:  Arts Commissioners made a motion to accept the additional design 

information (MOTION #2) (ATTACHMENT #2)   
6. Guest Presentation by the Alexandria Singers: Bill Colosimo, Music Director, Alexandria Singers, 

informed the Arts Commissioners that the Singers are celebrating their 40th anniversary.  He 
mentioned too, that the Singers rehearse on Tuesday evenings in Convergence’s sanctuary, but 
tonight they are rehearsing in Convergence’s Lab located across the street.  He acknowledged 
the Arts Commission’s support over the years.  The Singers then sang “You’ll Never Walk 
Alone.” Mr. Stensrud and the Commissioners thanked the Singers for their performance. 

7. Torpedo Factory Art Center Business Analysis and Recommendations: 
a.   Presentation of Executive Committee Memorandum and Recommendations:  Diane Ruggiero 
       presented background information for the Torpedo Factory Art Center and Business Analysis    

Recommendations project. Matthew Stensrud then stated that following extensive review, 
analysis and discussion with various Torpedo Factory artists, members of the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center Board (TFACB) and members of City staff, the Executive Committee of the 
Alexandria Commission for the Arts provided the Commission for the Arts with 
recommendations to consider regarding the report prepared for the TFACB by the consulting 
firm, Cultural Planning Group (CPG), dated January 31, 2016, “Torpedo Factory Art Center 
Business Analysis and Recommendations.”  He further noted that the four original 
recommendations in the CPG Report were:  
1)   Establishment of an Independent, Self-Appointed Board of Directors;  
2)   Streamline the Management Functions of the Factory;  
3)   Create a Compelling Vision for the Torpedo Factory; and,  
4)   Define a new relationship between the City and the Torpedo Factory.   
 
Before pausing the Arts Commission’s business meeting to enable a public hearing on the 
issues, Mr. Stensrud read the Executive Committee’s recommendations outlined in a 
memorandum (ATTACHMENT #4).    
 

b.   Public Hearing: A motion was made to open the public hearing component of the meeting at 
7:50 pm (MOTION #4).   Members of the public completed speaker forms (ATTACHMENT 
#5)  and spoke about their views regarding the the Torpedo Factory Art Center Business 
Analysis and Recommendations report.  After the speakers presented their views, a motion was 
made to resume the Arts Commission’s meeting (MOTION #5).    
 
Mr. Stensrud outlined the process for reviewing the recommendations.  He said the Arts 
Commissioners will review each recommendation one at a time, noting that motions will be 
made for each recommendation, discussion will follow, and then the Commissioners will vote.  
He then facilitated the discussion for the Report’s recommendations. 
 

c.   Motion on Recommendation #1 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 
recommendation to establish an independent, self-appointing board of directors with the 
following provisions:  
• We recommend the following Process of Transition:  
o City Council revises the existing resolution establishing the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
Board (TFACB) to authorize an independent, self-appointing board of trustees to oversee and 
operate the Torpedo Factory Art Center  
o The City of Alexandria and the Commission for the Arts, with consultation from the existing 
TFACB, the Torpedo Factory Artist Association (TFAA), The Art League, and the Arts 
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Forum, will identify a core group of leaders to serve as an independent transitional board to 
consist of individuals not affiliated with the Torpedo Factory and its affiliated organizations 
other than the President of the Torpedo Factory Artists Association and the Executive Director 
of The Art League, as non-voting ex-officio members with an emphasis on diversity in 
background and experience, to include non-profit cultural management, philanthropy, and 
varied arts expertise  
o We recommend that the transitional board include the President of the Torpedo Factory 
Artists Association and the Executive Director of The Art League, as non- voting ex-officio 
members  
o The City will appoint these individuals who then accept responsibility for recruiting and 
establishing the new board  
• We do not recommend the current Process of Transition as outlined in the CPG report.  
(MOTION #6).    

 
d.   Motion on Recommendation #2 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 

recommendation to Streamline management functions with the following provisions:  
We recommend that steps be taken by the newly formed transitional board to find a significant 
role for the TFAA as the business plan continues to take shape with particular attention paid to 
artist vitality and requirements for artists for maintaining a studio with the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center.   
We recommend management functions be consolidated under the independent 501(c)3 as 
outlined in the report.   (MOTION #7). 
 

e.   Motion on Recommendation #3 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 
recommendation to Create a compelling unified vision for the Torpedo Factory Art Center  

 (MOTION #8).    
 
f.   Motion on Recommendation #4 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 

recommendation to define a new relationship between the City and the Torpedo Factory, with 
the following provision:  
• We recommend that the lease between the newly formed Torpedo Factory Art Center’s board 
and the City of Alexandria include clear and specific benchmarks regarding funding 
diversification, hours of operation, artist vitality, diversity and community programming, 
among others as outlined by the City.  (MOTION #9).    

 
g.   Motion on Executive Committee Memo: A motion was made to approve the Executive 

Committee’s Memorandum with edits noted, and then to send a Memorandum to the City 
Manager’s Office (MOTION #10).    
 
Susan Cohen requested the business meeting agenda be amended to include another 
recommendation for the memorandum (MOTION #11).   As suggested by Susan Cohen, the 
Arts Commission developed an additional motion to recognize that continuing meetings are 
being held among the Executive Committees of the TFACB, the TFAA, and the Art League to 
work together to provide solutions for the matters discussed regarding the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center.  (MOTION #12).    

8. FY 2017 Grants: 
a.   Review of the Staff Memo on Applicant Eligibility:  Ms. Ahren shared the information in 

Staff Memo (ATTACHMENT #3 a.).  Cheryl Anne Colton distributed the basic 
eligibility requirements for each of the grant types.  She also distributed the staff 
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assessment spreadsheet noting if applicants had or had not met some of the eligibility 
requirements (ATTACHMENT #3 b.).  She stated the applicants who did not meet some 
of these requirements were Quintango (operating request), the Symphony Orchestra of 
Arlington, d.b.a. Symphony of Northern Virginia (operating request), Kevin Sampson 
(special opportunity request), and Metropolitan Arts Collaborative (program grant 
request). 

b.   Motion on Memo:  The Arts Commissioners reviewed the memo and the eligibility 
requirement then made a motion to approve the staff recommendation that these four 
applicants cannot be considered for funding due to non-compliance with specific rules and 
requirements of application process. 

 (MOTION #3).    
9. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports: 

a.   Arts Education Committee:  Kate Elkins reported on the following:  
1)   Thanked Arts Commissioners for attending the National Arts Education’s February 18 

reception. 
2)    Reminded Arts Commissioner of the April 1, All City High Schools Visual Arts 

Exhibition opening reception that will be held at Convergence.  
b.  Advocacy and Outreach Committee: Gayle Converse distributed the Advocacy and Outreach 

Committee report (ATTACHMENT #6).  She also suggested that the Arts Commission 
participate in the 2016 Scottish Walk.  A motion was made and approved (MOTION #13).         

c.   Arts Forum Liaison: Michelle Kozlak reported due to personal and work related obligations, 
that she needs to step down as the Arts Forum Liaison.  Amber Gordon was interested in 
serving as the Arts Forum liaison.  A motion was made to appoint Ms. Gordon to this 
position (MOTION #14).         

d.  Cultural Plan Task Force: Beth Coast reported on the “Alexandria – Creates” week of 
community engagement activities (February 23-27).  She attended a few of the sessions, as 
did several Arts Commissioners.  The next big push is to get people to submit online or hard 
copies of the Arts and Culture community surveys.  On April 7-8, one of the consultants will 
be in town to speak with representatives from the Alexandria Black community.  All three 
consultants will be back in Alexandria April 18, 19 and 20.  During this time, the City-wide 
Arts and Culture Plan Steering Committee have been asked to host discussion groups.  The 
consultants also recommended that the Arts Commissioners host discussion group meeting.  
The size for the discussion group could be from 10-25 people. Discussion group meetings 
tend to last about an hour and half. If Arts Commissioners wish to set-up a discussion group 
meeting, they should contact Diane Ruggiero. 

e.  Lake Cook Task Force:  
i.  Motion on Appointment Memo: Staff recommended the appointment of the community 

and project stakeholders to the Lake Cook Stormwater Retrofit Project Task Force 
(ATTACHMENT #7).   A motion was made to approve staff’s recommendation.  
(MOTION #15).         

f.   Simpson Park Task Force: Staff recommended the hiring of May Watkins for the public art 
component of the Simpson Park Playground and Passive Space Renovation 
(ATTACHMENT #8).  A motion was made to approve staff’s recommendation (MOTION 
#16).           

g.   Traffic Boxes Task Force:  Staff recommended the appointment of community and project 
stakeholders (ATTACHMENT #9).   A motion was made to approve staff’s 
recommendation (MOTION #17).           

h.   Poet Laureate and “DASHing Words Task Force:” Kate Elkins shared information 
from the six finalists’ Poet Laureate interviews and deliberations. The staff 
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memorandum was distributed which included a recommendation to appoint Ryan 
Wojtanowski as the new Poet Laureate and appoint Wendi Kaplan as the alternate 
Poet Laureate (ATTACHMENT #10).   A motion was made to approve staff’s 
recommendation (MOTION #18).            

 
10. Office of the Arts Staff Report: Diane Ruggiero distributed the Office of the Arts Division 

Update (ATTACHMENT #11).  Ms. Ruggiero reported a significant change from last month’s 
report is that the Warwick Pool project was cancelled because the pool and property is not owned 
by the City.  Office of the Arts only manages public art projects where the property is owned by 
the City.  
 

11.  Good of the Order Announcements: Amber Gordon reminded the members that the Office of the 
Arts and the Alexandria Arts Forum are hosting an Alexandria launch for the upcoming Arts and 
Economic Prosperity V study. The launch will be held on March 16, beginning at 8 am at Virtue 
Food & Grain.  Randy Cohen, Vice President, Research and Policy, Americans for the Arts will be 
the guest speaker.  Members share information about upcoming events that they recently attended, 
or are planning to attend.   
 

12. Adjournment -  Matthew Stensrud mentioned that all items were addressed from the meeting’s 
agenda, so the meeting adjourned at 10:40 pm.  
 

 
Other Notes & Information 

1.   Revised Agenda for 03-15-16 Arts Commission Meeting 
2.   Miracle Field Memorandum       
3.   a.   Review of the Staff Memo on Applicant Eligibility  

b.   Eligibility Spreadsheet  
4.   Arts Commission’s Executive Committee Memorandum Torpedo Factory Art Center Business 

Analysis and Recommendations Report  
5.   Speaker Forms Received 03-15-16 
6.   Advocacy and Outreach Committee Report   
7.   Lake Cook Stormwater Retrofit Project Memorandum  
8.   Simpson Park Task Force Memorandum   
9.   Traffic Boxes Task Force Memorandum  
10.  Appointment of Poet Laureate Memorandum  
11.  Office of the Arts Staff Report   

Submitted by: Cheryl Anne Colton Draft  Sent  
 Susan Amber Gordon, Secretary Approved revised draft  
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Motion	  Tracker	  
	  
	   Motion	   Made	  By	   2nd	   Vote	  
1.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #1,	  Call	  to	  Order,	  Adoption	  of	  revision	  to	  the	  agenda.	  	  

	  
Motion:	  Approve	  the	  revisions	  to	  the	  agenda.	  	  	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  	  As	  noted	  in	  the	  minutes.	  

Allison	  Nance	   Michelle	  Kozlak	   Yes	  –Unanimously	  
Approved	  (14	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  

2.	   Agenda	  Item:	  #5,	  Miracle	  Field	  Mural,	  item	  c.	  Motion	  to	  Approve	  
Memorandum.	  
	  
Motion:	  Arts	  Commissioners	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  accept	  the	  additional	  
design	  information.	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes	  

Amber	  Gordon	   Beth	  Coast	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (14	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

3.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #8.	  Fiscal	  2017	  Grants,	  b.	  Motion	  of	  Eligibility	  	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  approve	  the	  staff	  recommendation	  to	  not	  have	  four	  applicants	  
(QuinTango,	  Inc.	  (Operating	  Support	  Request);	  Symphony	  Orchestra	  of	  
Arlington	  d.b.a.	  Symphony	  Orchestra	  of	  Northern	  Virginia	  (Operating	  
Support	  Request);	  Kevin	  Sampson	  (Special	  Opportunity	  Request);	  and	  
Metropolitan	  Arts	  Collaborative	  (Program	  Grant	  Request)	  be	  considered	  
for	  funding,	  specifically	  due	  to	  non-‐‑compliance	  with	  rules	  and	  
requirements	  of	  application	  process.  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes	  

Betsy	  Hennigan	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Amber	  Gordon	   Yes	  –	  12	  
	  	  
No	  –	  0	  
	  
Abstain	  –2	  
(14	  members	  voting)	  
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	   Motion	   Made	  By	   2nd	   Vote	  
4.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  

Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  b.	  Public	  Hearing.	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  open	  the	  public	  hearing	  component	  of	  the	  meeting	  (7:50	  pm).	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes	  

Shirley	  Downs	   Amber	  Gordon	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (14	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

5.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  
Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  b.	  Public	  Hearing.	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  close	  the	  public	  hearing	  component	  of	  the	  meeting	  (8:35	  pm).	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes.	  	  	  

Allison	  Nance	   Amber	  Gordon	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (14	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

6.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  
Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  c.	  Motion	  and	  
Recommendation	  #1	  and	  Provisions.	  	  
	  
Motion	  was	  made	  to	  accept	  the	  recommendation	  to	  establish	  an	  
independent,	  self-‐‑appointing	  board	  of	  directors	  with	  the	  following	  
provisions:	  	  
•	  We	  recommend	  the	  following	  Process	  of	  Transition:	  	  
o	  City	  Council	  revises	  the	  existing	  resolution	  establishing	  the	  Torpedo	  
Factory	  Art	  Center	  Board	  (TFACB)	  to	  authorize	  an	  independent,	  self-‐‑
appointing	  board	  of	  trustees	  to	  oversee	  and	  operate	  the	  Torpedo	  Factory	  
Art	  Center	  	  
o	  The	  City	  of	  Alexandria	  and	  the	  Commission	  for	  the	  Arts,	  with	  
consultation	  from	  the	  existing	  TFACB,	  the	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Artist	  
Association	  (TFAA),	  The	  Art	  League,	  and	  the	  Arts	  Forum,	  will	  identify	  a	  
core	  group	  of	  leaders	  to	  serve	  as	  an	  independent	  transitional	  board	  to	  
consist	  of	  individuals	  not	  affiliated	  with	  the	  Torpedo	  Factory	  and	  its	  
affiliated	  organizations	  other	  than	  the	  President	  of	  the	  Torpedo	  Factory	  

Allison	  Nance	   Amber	  Gordon	   Yes	  –	  7	  
	  
No	  –	  	  	  6	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  2	  
(15	  members	  voting	  
Michael	  Detomo	  
arrived	  to	  meeting	  @	  
9	  pm)	  
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Artists	  Association	  and	  the	  Executive	  Director	  of	  The	  Art	  League,	  as	  non-‐‑
voting	  ex-‐‑officio	  members	  with	  an	  emphasis	  on	  diversity	  in	  background	  
and	  experience,	  to	  include	  non-‐‑profit	  cultural	  management,	  philanthropy,	  
and	  varied	  arts	  expertise	  	  
o	  We	  recommend	  that	  the	  transitional	  board	  include	  the	  President	  of	  the	  
Torpedo	  Factory	  Artists	  Association	  and	  the	  Executive	  Director	  of	  The	  Art	  
League,	  as	  non-‐‑	  voting	  ex-‐‑officio	  members	  	  
o	  The	  City	  will	  appoint	  these	  individuals	  who	  then	  accept	  responsibility	  for	  
recruiting	  and	  establishing	  the	  new	  board	  	  
•	  We	  do	  not	  recommend	  the	  current	  Process	  of	  Transition	  as	  outlined	  in	  the	  
CPG	  report.	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes.	  	  	  

7.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  
Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  d.	  Motion	  and	  
Recommendation	  #2	  and	  Provisions.	  	  
	  
Motion	  was	  made	  to	  accept	  the	  recommendation	  to	  Streamline	  
management	  functions	  with	  the	  following	  provisions:	  	  
We	  recommend	  that	  steps	  be	  taken	  by	  the	  newly	  formed	  transitional	  
board	  to	  find	  a	  significant	  role	  for	  the	  TFAA	  as	  the	  business	  plan	  continues	  
to	  take	  shape	  with	  particular	  attention	  paid	  to	  artist	  vitality	  and	  
requirements	  for	  artists	  for	  maintaining	  a	  studio	  with	  the	  Torpedo	  Factory	  
Art	  Center.	   	  
We	  recommend	  management	  functions	  be	  consolidated	  under	  the	  
independent	  501(c)3	  as	  outlined	  in	  the	  report.	   	  (MOTION	  #7).	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes.	  	  

Allison	  Nance	   Lisa	  Baranello	   Yes	  –	  9	  
	  
No	  –	  	  	  4	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  2	  
(15	  members	  voting)	  
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	   Motion	   Made	  By	   2nd	   Vote	  
8.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  

Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  e.	  Motion	  and	  
Recommendation	  #3	  and	  Provisions.	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  create	  a	  compelling,	  unified	  vision	  for	  the	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Art	  
Center.	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes.	  	  	  

Allison	  Nance	   Michael	  Detomo	   Yes	  –	  14	  
	  
No	  –	  	  	  1	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  0	  
(15	  members	  voting)	  
	  

9.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  
Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  f.	  Motion	  and	  
Recommendation	  #4	  and	  Provisions.	  	  
	  
Motion:	  Define	  a	  New	  Relationship	  between	  the	  City	  and	  the	  Torpedo	  
Factory	  Art	  Center.	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes.	  	  	  

Lisa	  Baranello	   Beth	  Coast	   Yes	  –	  11	  
	  
No	  –	  	  	  3	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  1	  
(15	  members	  voting)	  
	  

10.	   Agenda	  Item:	  	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  
Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo,	  g.	  Motion	  on	  
Executive	  Committee	  Memo.	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  approve	  the	  Executive	  Committee’s	  Memorandum	  with	  edits	  
noted,	  and	  send	  a	  Memorandum	  to	  the	  City	  Manager’s	  Office	  with	  the	  
provisions	  as	  outlined	  for	  each	  recommendation.	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes.	  	  	  

Amber	  Gordon	   Lisa	  Baranello	   Yes	  –	  8	  
	  
No	  –	  	  	  7	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  0	  
(15	  members	  voting)	  
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	   Motion	   Made	  By	   2nd	   Vote	  
11.	   Agenda	  Item:	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  

Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo.	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  amend	  the	  business	  meeting	  agenda	  to	  include	  another	  
recommendation	  for	  the	  memorandum.	  	  	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  As	  noted	  in	  minutes	  	  	  	  	  

Michael	  Detomo	   Allison	  Nance	   Yes	  –	  	  13	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  	  2	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  0	  
(15	  members	  voting)	  
	  

12.	  	   Agenda	  Item:	  #7,	  Torpedo	  Factory	  Business	  Analysis	  and	  
Recommendations	  and	  Executive	  Committee	  Memo.	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  recognize	  that	  continuing	  meetings	  are	  being	  held	  among	  the	  
Executive	  Committees	  of	  the	  TFACB,	  the	  TFAA,	  and	  the	  Art	  League	  to	  work	  
together	  to	  provide	  solutions	  for	  the	  matters	  discussed	  regarding	  the	  
Torpedo	  Factory	  Art	  Center.	  	  (MOTION	  #12).	  	  	  	  
	  
Discussion:	  	  As	  noted	  in	  the	  minutes.	  	  

Michael	  Detomo	   Allison	  Nance	   Yes	  –	  	  12	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  	  0	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  	  3	  
(15	  members	  voting)	  

13.	   Agenda	  Item:	  #9,	  Committee,	  Task	  Force	  and	  Liaison	  Reports,	  b.	  Advocacy	  
and	  Outreach	  Committee.	  	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  have	  the	  Arts	  Commission	  participate	  in	  the	  2016	  Scottish	  
Walk.	  	  
	  
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Gayle	  Converse	   Michael	  Detomo	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (15	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

14.	   Agenda	  Item:	  #9,	  Committee,	  Task	  Force	  and	  Liaison	  Reports,	  c.	  
Alexandria	  Arts	  Forum	  Liaison.	  	  	  
	  
Motion:	  To	  appoint	  Amber	  Gordon	  as	  liaison	  to	  the	  Alexandria	  Arts	  Forum.	  	  	  
	  
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Michelle	  Kozlak	   Matthew	  Stensrud	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (15	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  
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	   Motion Made	  By	   2nd	   Vote	  
15.	   Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, e. Lake Cook 

Public Art Task Force, Motion on Appointment Memo.  
 
Motion: To appoint Stephanie Pankiewicz and Marcy Giannunzio as 
community stakeholders and Umar Shahid and Tasfesse T. Gyes as project 
stakeholders for the Lake Cook Storm Water Retrofit Public Art Project Task 
Force. 
 
Discussion:	  	  As	  noted	  in	  the	  minutes.	  

Amber	  Gordon	  
(?)	  

Cara	  Frey	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (15	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

16.	   Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, f. Simpson Park 
Public Art Task Force, Motion on Artist Selection Memo. 
 
Motion: To hire May & Watkins for the public art component of the Simpson 
Park Playground and Passive Space Renovation. 
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Shirley	  Downs	  
(?)	  

Betsy	  Hennigan	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (15	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

17.	   Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, g. Traffic 
Boxes Public Art Task Force, Motion on appointment Memo.  
 
Motion: To appoint Mary Welch Higgins and Serene F. Werblood as 
Community Stakeholders; and, Matthe Melkerson as project stakeholder.  
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Betsy	  Hennigan	   Shirley	  Downs	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (15	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  

18.	   Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, h. Poet 
Laureate and DASHing Words Task Force, Motion on Appointment.  
 
Motion: To appoint Ryan Wojtanowski as the City’s next Poet Laureate and to 
appoint Wendi Kaplan as the Poet Laureate alternate.   
 
Discussion:	  	  As	  noted	  in	  the	  minutes.	  	  	  

Beth	  Coast	   Susan	  Cohen	   Yes	  –	  Unanimously	  
Approved	  (15	  
members	  voting)	  
	  	  
No	  –	  	  
	  
Abstain	  –	  
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Action	  Items	  
	  

	   Action	  Item	   Responsible	   Due	  Date	   Status	  
1.	   Dates,	  agendas	  and	  locations	  for	  Arts	  Commission	  monthly	  and	  Committee	  meetings.	  

	  
	  

Chair	  of	  Arts	  
Commission	  and	  
Chairs	  of	  
Committees	  

Required	  3	  
business	  days	  
prior	  to	  
meetings	  

Ongoing	  

2.	   Continue	  conversations	  with	  the	  Arts	  Forum,	  the	  Arts	  Commission	  and	  the	  Office	  of	  the	  
Arts	  as	  the	  Fiscal	  Year	  2017	  budget	  is	  prepared.	  

Matthew	  
Stensrud	  and	  
Arts	  Commission	  

Ongoing	   Ongoing	  	  

3.	   Assignments	  for	  securing	  locations	  were	  made:	  	  
Pending	  confirmation	  of	  locations:	  May	  –	  Shirley	  Downs;	  June	  –	  Betsy	  Hennigan.	  	  	  
Booked	  locations:	  April	  –	  City	  Council	  Work	  Room,	  2nd	  Floor,	  City	  Hall.	  	  	  

As	  noted	   Minimum	  of	  
Two	  weeks	  
before	  monthly	  
meeting	  
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