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Alexandria Commission for the Arts 

Regular Monthly Meeting  
Meeting Information 

 

Objective: To address Arts Commission business.  

Date: 03-15-16 Time: Begin: 7:05 pm  End: 10:40 pm       

Location: Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker 

Lane, Alexandria, VA  
Meeting Type: Regular Monthly Meeting 

Called by: Matthew Stensrud, Chair Note Taker: Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional 

Program Director, Office of the 

Arts 

Facilitator: Matthew Stensrud Timekeeper: Matthew Stensrud 

Attendees: Catherine Ahern , Lisa Baranello, Beth Coast, Susan Cohen, Gayle Converse, Michael 

Detomo*, Shirley Downs, Kate Elkins,  Cara Frey, Susan (Amber) Gordon, Allison Heck, 

Betsy Hennigan,Michelle Kozlak, Allison Nance, and Matthew Stensrud  

Absent: David Martin (excused/resignation as of March 2016); * Michael Detomo arrived at 9 pm 

Vacancy(s):  

Observers: Torpedo Factory Arts Center- TFACB or TFAA representatives: Penelope Barringer; 

Marian Van Landingham; Barbara Muth; Carol Talkov; Alison Sigethy; Bev Andrews; 

Jen Athanas; Marsha Staiger; Pete McCutchen; Linda Schumaier; Rachael Nease; Eric 

Margry; Tory Cowles; Guy Jones; Kathy Beynette; Lori Katz; Beverly Ryan; and Eric 

Wallner. 

Citizens: Tammy McCatcha; Leah Stures; Phil Puziok; and Michael Cohen 

Reporter: Jim Kale, Alexandria Times 

Visit Alexandria/TFACB: Patricia Washington  

Miracle Field: Kate Moran 

Bill Colosimo and Members of the Alexandria Singers 

City Staff: Diane Ruggiero, Deputy Director, Cultural Arts, RPCA 

Cheryl Anne Colton, Regional Program Director, RPCA  

Matthew Harwood, Public Art Manager, RPCA 

Agenda items       Presenter 
1. Call to Order Matthew Stensrud 
2. Adoption of the Agenda Matthew Stensrud 

3. Approval of Minutes  

a. February 16, Regular Meeting 

Matthew Stensrud 

4. Chair’s Report Matthew Stensrud 
5. Miracle Field Mural 

a. Presentation  

b. Motion on Memo 

Kate Moran and Matthew Stensrud 

6. Guest Presentation – Alexandria Singers Matthew Stensrud & Bill Colosimo 

7. Torpedo Factory Art Center Business Analysis and 

Recommendations: 

a. Presentation of Executive Committee Memorandum 

and Recommendations 

b. Public Hearing 

c. Motion on Recommendation #1 and Memo Provisions 

d. Motion on Recommendation #2 and Memo Provisions 

 

 

Matthew Stensrud and Diane 

Ruggiero 
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e. Motion on Recommendation #3 and Memo Provisions 

f. Motion on Recommendation #4 and Memo Provisions 

g. Motion on Executive Committee Memo 

8 FY 2017 Grants 

a. Presentation of Memo 

b. Motion on Memo 

Matthew Stensrud 

9. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports 

a. Arts Education Committee 

b. Advocacy and Outreach Committee 

c. Arts Forum Liaison 

d. Cultural Plan Task Force 

e. Lake Cook Task Force 
i. Motion on Appointment Memo 

f. f.  Simpson Park Task Force 
i. Motion on Artist Selection Memo 

g. Traffic Boxes Task Force 

i. Motion on Appointment Memo 

h. Poet Laureate and DASHing Words Task Force 

i. Motion on Appointment Memo 

 
Kate Elkins 

Gayle Converse 

Michelle Kozlak 

Beth Coast 

Allison Heck 

 

Betsy Hennigan 

 

Shirley Downs 

 

 

Kate Elkins 

10. Office of the Arts Staff Report Diane Ruggiero 

11. Good of the Order – Announcements Matthew Stensrud and Members of 

Arts Commission 
12. Adjournment  

Discussion Summary 
1. Call to Order: Matthew Stensrud welcomed everyone and began the meeting    7:05 pm 

2. Approval of the Agenda: Mr. Stensrud requested a change in the agenda, by adding a performance 

by the Alexandria Singers and moving the Miracle Field Mural project before the Torpedo Factory 

Art Center Business Analysis and Recommendations. Additionally, to the FY 2017 Grant 

Eligibility before the Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports.   The Arts Commission 

approved the change in the agenda.  (MOTION #1) (ATTACHMENT #1) 

3. Approval of Minutes February 16, 2016, the minutes were approved by consensus.  
4. Chair’s Report:  Matthew Stensrud gave the following report to the Arts Commission: 

 Mr. Stensrud reported that he attended the National Arts Education Association’s gallery 

opening held on February 18. He mentioned the pieces selected for the show were perfect for 

the gallery.   
 He also acknowledged that the All City High Schools Visual Arts Exhibition just opened at 

Convergence.  He encouraged Arts Commissioners and members of the public to enjoy the 

exhibition before they leave the building.  He also reminded everyone that the opening 

reception is scheduled for Friday, April 1.  Mr. Stensrud congratulated Beth Coast and Kate 

Elkins on their leadership of these two projects.  
5. Miracle Field Mural:  

a. Presentation: Kate Moran provided an update on the proposed design for the Miracle Field 

Mural.  The west wall will have a chalk board, in addition to designs created by the 

Therapeutic Recreation students.  Additionally, their hand prints will also be placed on the 

mural. The mural as outlined has been vetted through General Services and the Recreation, 

Parks and Cultural Activities’ Departments.  A memorandum of understanding will be 

prepared between the City and Kelly Cares/Miracle Field. The mural is scheduled to be 

unveiled at the April 23, 2016 Miracle Field game.  The mural will be on display from April 
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23, 2016 through April 23, 2018. 

b. Motion on Memo:  Arts Commissioners made a motion to accept the additional design 

information (MOTION #2) (ATTACHMENT #2)   

6. Guest Presentation by the Alexandria Singers: Bill Colosimo, Music Director, Alexandria Singers, 

informed the Arts Commissioners that the Singers are celebrating their 40
th
 anniversary.  He 

mentioned too, that the Singers rehearse on Tuesday evenings in Convergence’s sanctuary, but 

tonight they are rehearsing in Convergence’s Lab located across the street.  He acknowledged 

the Arts Commission’s support over the years.  The Singers then sang “You’ll Never Walk 

Alone.” Mr. Stensrud and the Commissioners thanked the Singers for their performance. 

7. Torpedo Factory Art Center Business Analysis and Recommendations: 
a. Presentation of Executive Committee Memorandum and Recommendations:  Diane Ruggiero 

       presented background information for the Torpedo Factory Art Center and Business Analysis    

Recommendations project. Matthew Stensrud then stated that following extensive review, 

analysis and discussion with various Torpedo Factory artists, members of the Torpedo Factory 

Art Center Board (TFACB) and members of City staff, the Executive Committee of the 

Alexandria Commission for the Arts provided the Commission for the Arts with 

recommendations to consider regarding the report prepared for the TFACB by the consulting 

firm, Cultural Planning Group (CPG), dated January 31, 2016, “Torpedo Factory Art Center 

Business Analysis and Recommendations.”  He further noted that the four original 

recommendations in the CPG Report were:  

1)   Establishment of an Independent, Self-Appointed Board of Directors;  

2)   Streamline the Management Functions of the Factory;  

3)   Create a Compelling Vision for the Torpedo Factory; and,  

4)   Define a new relationship between the City and the Torpedo Factory.   

 

Before pausing the Arts Commission’s business meeting to enable a public hearing on the 

issues, Mr. Stensrud read the Executive Committee’s recommendations outlined in a 

memorandum (ATTACHMENT #4).    

 

b. Public Hearing: A motion was made to open the public hearing component of the meeting at 

7:50 pm (MOTION #4).   Members of the public completed speaker forms (ATTACHMENT 

#5)  and spoke about their views regarding the the Torpedo Factory Art Center Business 

Analysis and Recommendations report.  After the speakers presented their views, a motion was 

made to resume the Arts Commission’s meeting (MOTION #5).    

 

Mr. Stensrud outlined the process for reviewing the recommendations.  He said the Arts 

Commissioners will review each recommendation one at a time, noting that motions will be 

made for each recommendation, discussion will follow, and then the Commissioners will vote.  

He then facilitated the discussion for the Report’s recommendations. 

 

c. Motion on Recommendation #1 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 

recommendation to establish an independent, self-appointing board of directors with the 

following provisions:  

• We recommend the following Process of Transition:  

o City Council revises the existing resolution establishing the Torpedo Factory Art Center 

Board (TFACB) to authorize an independent, self-appointing board of trustees to oversee and 

operate the Torpedo Factory Art Center  

o The City of Alexandria and the Commission for the Arts, with consultation from the existing 

TFACB, the Torpedo Factory Artist Association (TFAA), The Art League, and the Arts 
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Forum, will identify a core group of leaders to serve as an independent transitional board to 

consist of individuals not affiliated with the Torpedo Factory and its affiliated organizations 

other than the President of the Torpedo Factory Artists Association and the Executive Director 

of The Art League, as non-voting ex-officio members with an emphasis on diversity in 

background and experience, to include non-profit cultural management, philanthropy, and 

varied arts expertise  

o We recommend that the transitional board include the President of the Torpedo Factory 

Artists Association and the Executive Director of The Art League, as non- voting ex-officio 

members  

o The City will appoint these individuals who then accept responsibility for recruiting and 

establishing the new board  

• We do not recommend the current Process of Transition as outlined in the CPG report.  

(MOTION #6).    
 

d. Motion on Recommendation #2 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 

recommendation to Streamline management functions with the following provisions:  

We recommend that steps be taken by the newly formed transitional board to find a significant 

role for the TFAA as the business plan continues to take shape with particular attention paid to 

artist vitality and requirements for artists for maintaining a studio with the Torpedo Factory 

Art Center.   
We recommend management functions be consolidated under the independent 501(c)3 as 

outlined in the report.   (MOTION #7). 

 

e. Motion on Recommendation #3 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 

recommendation to Create a compelling unified vision for the Torpedo Factory Art Center  

 (MOTION #8).    

 

f. Motion on Recommendation #4 and Memo Provisions: Motion was made to accept the 

recommendation to define a new relationship between the City and the Torpedo Factory, with 

the following provision:  

• We recommend that the lease between the newly formed Torpedo Factory Art Center’s board 

and the City of Alexandria include clear and specific benchmarks regarding funding 

diversification, hours of operation, artist vitality, diversity and community programming, 

among others as outlined by the City.  (MOTION #9).    

 

g. Motion on Executive Committee Memo: A motion was made to support the Executive 

Committee’s Memorandum with edits noted, and then to send a Memorandum to the City 

Manager’s Office (MOTION #10).    

 

Susan Cohen requested the business meeting agenda be amended to include another 

recommendation for the memorandum (MOTION #11).   As suggested by Susan Cohen, the 

Arts Commission developed an additional motion to support that continuing meetings which 

are being held among the Executive Committees of the TFACB, the TFAA, and the Art 

League to work together to provide solutions for the matters discussed regarding the Torpedo 

Factory Art Center.  (MOTION #12).    

8. FY 2017 Grants: 
a. Review of the Staff Memo on Applicant Eligibility:  Ms. Ahren shared the information in 

Staff Memo (ATTACHMENT #3 a.).  Cheryl Anne Colton distributed the basic 

eligibility requirements for each of the grant types.  She also distributed the staff 
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assessment spreadsheet noting if applicants had or had not met some of the eligibility 

requirements (ATTACHMENT #3 b.).  She stated the applicants who did not meet some 

of these requirements were Quintango (operating request), the Symphony Orchestra of 

Arlington, d.b.a. Symphony of Northern Virginia (operating request), Kevin Sampson 

(special opportunity request), and Metropolitan Arts Collaborative (program grant 

request). 

b. Motion on Memo:  The Arts Commissioners reviewed the memo and the eligibility 

requirement then made a motion to approve the staff recommendation that these four 

applicants cannot be considered for funding due to non-compliance with specific rules and 

requirements of application process. 

 (MOTION #3).    

9. Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports: 

a. Arts Education Committee:  Kate Elkins reported on the following:  

1)  Thanked Arts Commissioners for attending the National Arts Education’s February 18 

reception. 

2)   Reminded Arts Commissioner of the April 1, All City High Schools Visual Arts 

Exhibition opening reception that will be held at Convergence.  

b. Advocacy and Outreach Committee: Gayle Converse distributed the Advocacy and Outreach 

Committee report (ATTACHMENT #6).  She also suggested that the Arts Commission 

participate in the 2016 Scottish Walk.  A motion was made and approved (MOTION #13).         

c. Arts Forum Liaison: Michelle Kozlak reported due to personal and work related obligations, 

that she needs to step down as the Arts Forum Liaison.  Amber Gordon was interested in 

serving as the Arts Forum liaison.  A motion was made to appoint Ms. Gordon to this 

position (MOTION #14).         

d. Cultural Plan Task Force: Beth Coast reported on the “Alexandria – Creates” week of 

community engagement activities (February 23-27).  She attended a few of the sessions, as 

did several Arts Commissioners.  The next big push is to get people to submit online or hard 

copies of the Arts and Culture community surveys.  On April 7-8, one of the consultants will 

be in town to speak with representatives from the Alexandria Black community.  All three 

consultants will be back in Alexandria April 18, 19 and 20.  During this time, the City-wide 

Arts and Culture Plan Steering Committee have been asked to host discussion groups.  The 

consultants also recommended that the Arts Commissioners host discussion group meeting.  

The size for the discussion group could be from 10-25 people. Discussion group meetings 

tend to last about an hour and half. If Arts Commissioners wish to set-up a discussion group 

meeting, they should contact Diane Ruggiero. 
e. Lake Cook Task Force:  

i. Motion on Appointment Memo: Staff recommended the appointment of the community 

and project stakeholders to the Lake Cook Stormwater Retrofit Project Task Force 

(ATTACHMENT #7).   A motion was made to approve staff’s recommendation.  

(MOTION #15).         
f. Simpson Park Task Force: Staff recommended the hiring of May Watkins for the public art 

component of the Simpson Park Playground and Passive Space Renovation 

(ATTACHMENT #8).  A motion was made to approve staff’s recommendation (MOTION 

#16).           
g. Traffic Boxes Task Force:  Staff recommended the appointment of community and project 

stakeholders (ATTACHMENT #9).   A motion was made to approve staff’s 

recommendation (MOTION #17).           
h. Poet Laureate and “DASHing Words Task Force:” Kate Elkins shared information 

from the six finalists’ Poet Laureate interviews and deliberations. The staff 
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memorandum was distributed which included a recommendation to appoint Ryan 

Wojtanowski as the new Poet Laureate and appoint Wendi Kaplan as the alternate 

Poet Laureate (ATTACHMENT #10).   A motion was made to approve staff’s 

recommendation (MOTION #18).            
 

10. Office of the Arts Staff Report: Diane Ruggiero distributed the Office of the Arts Division 

Update (ATTACHMENT #11).  Ms. Ruggiero reported a significant change from last month’s 

report is that the Warwick Pool project was cancelled because the pool and property is not owned 

by the City.  Office of the Arts only manages public art projects where the property is owned by 

the City.  

 

11.  Good of the Order Announcements: Amber Gordon reminded the members that the Office of the 

Arts and the Alexandria Arts Forum are hosting an Alexandria launch for the upcoming Arts and 

Economic Prosperity V study. The launch will be held on March 16, beginning at 8 am at Virtue 

Food & Grain.  Randy Cohen, Vice President, Research and Policy, Americans for the Arts will be 

the guest speaker.  Members share information about upcoming events that they recently attended, 

or are planning to attend.   

 

12. Adjournment -  Matthew Stensrud mentioned that all items were addressed from the meeting’s 

agenda, so the meeting adjourned at 10:40 pm.  

 

 

Other Notes & Information 
1. Revised Agenda for 03-15-16 Arts Commission Meeting 

2. Miracle Field Memorandum       

3. a.   Review of the Staff Memo on Applicant Eligibility  

b. Eligibility Spreadsheet  

4. Arts Commission’s Executive Committee Memorandum Torpedo Factory Art Center Business 

Analysis and Recommendations Report  

5. Speaker Forms Received 03-15-16 

6. Advocacy and Outreach Committee Report   

7. Lake Cook Stormwater Retrofit Project Memorandum  

8. Simpson Park Task Force Memorandum   

9. Traffic Boxes Task Force Memorandum  

10. Appointment of Poet Laureate Memorandum  
11. Office of the Arts Staff Report   

Submitted by: Cheryl Anne Colton Draft Notes Sent: 04-03-16  

 Susan Amber Gordon, Secretary Draft Minutes Sent: 04-19-16  

 Alexandria Commission for the Arts Approved Minutes 04-19-16  
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Motion Tracker 
 

 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 
1. Agenda Item:  #1, Call to Order, Adoption of revision to the agenda.  

 
Motion: Approve the revisions to the agenda.    
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes. 

Allison Nance Michelle Kozlak Yes –Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain –  

2. Agenda Item: #5, Miracle Field Mural, item c. Motion to Approve 
Memorandum. 
 
Motion: Arts Commissioners made a motion to accept the additional 
design information. 
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Amber Gordon Beth Coast Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

3. Agenda Item:  #8. Fiscal 2017 Grants, b. Motion of Eligibility   
 
Motion: To approve the staff recommendation to not have four applicants 
(QuinTango, Inc. (Operating Support Request); Symphony Orchestra of 
Arlington d.b.a. Symphony Orchestra of Northern Virginia (Operating 
Support Request); Kevin Sampson (Special Opportunity Request); and 
Metropolitan Arts Collaborative (Program Grant Request) be considered 
for funding, specifically due to non-compliance with rules and 
requirements of application process. 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Betsy Hennigan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amber Gordon Yes – 12 
  
No – 0 
 
Abstain –2 
(14 members voting) 
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 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

4. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, b. Public Hearing.  
 
Motion: To open the public hearing component of the meeting (7:50 pm).  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes 

Shirley Downs Amber Gordon Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

5. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, b. Public Hearing.  
 
Motion: To close the public hearing component of the meeting (8:35 pm).  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Allison Nance Amber Gordon Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (14 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

6. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, c. Motion and 
Recommendation #1 and Provisions.  
 
Motion was made to accept the recommendation to establish an 
independent, self-appointing board of directors with the following 
provisions:  
• We recommend the following Process of Transition:  
o City Council revises the existing resolution establishing the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center Board (TFACB) to authorize an independent, self-
appointing board of trustees to oversee and operate the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center  
o The City of Alexandria and the Commission for the Arts, with 
consultation from the existing TFACB, the Torpedo Factory Artist 
Association (TFAA), The Art League, and the Arts Forum, will identify a 
core group of leaders to serve as an independent transitional board to 
consist of individuals not affiliated with the Torpedo Factory and its 
affiliated organizations other than the President of the Torpedo Factory 

Allison Nance Amber Gordon Yes – 7 
 
No –   6 
 
Abstain –  2 
(15 members voting 
Michael Detomo 
arrived to meeting @ 
9 pm) 
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Artists Association and the Executive Director of The Art League, as non-
voting ex-officio members with an emphasis on diversity in background 
and experience, to include non-profit cultural management, philanthropy, 
and varied arts expertise  
o We recommend that the transitional board include the President of the 
Torpedo Factory Artists Association and the Executive Director of The Art 
League, as non- voting ex-officio members  
o The City will appoint these individuals who then accept responsibility for 
recruiting and establishing the new board  
• We do not recommend the current Process of Transition as outlined in the 
CPG report.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

7. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, d. Motion and 
Recommendation #2 and Provisions.  
 
Motion was made to accept the recommendation to Streamline 
management functions with the following provisions:  
We recommend that steps be taken by the newly formed transitional 
board to find a significant role for the TFAA as the business plan continues 
to take shape with particular attention paid to artist vitality and 
requirements for artists for maintaining a studio with the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center.   
We recommend management functions be consolidated under the 
independent 501(c)3 as outlined in the report.   (MOTION #7). 

 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.  

Allison Nance Lisa Baranello Yes – 9 
 
No –   4 
 
Abstain –  2 
(15 members voting) 
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 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

8. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, e. Motion and 
Recommendation #3 and Provisions.  
 
Motion: To create a compelling, unified vision for the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center. 
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Allison Nance Michael Detomo Yes – 14 
 
No –   1 
 
Abstain –  0 
(15 members voting) 
 

9. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, f. Motion and 
Recommendation #4 and Provisions.  
 
Motion: Define a New Relationship between the City and the Torpedo 
Factory Art Center.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Lisa Baranello Beth Coast Yes – 11 
 
No –   3 
 
Abstain –  1 
(15 members voting) 
 

10. Agenda Item:  #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo, g. Motion on 
Executive Committee Memo.  
 
Motion: To approve the Executive Committee’s Memorandum with edits 
noted, and send a Memorandum to the City Manager’s Office with the 
provisions as outlined for each recommendation.  
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes.   

Amber Gordon Lisa Baranello Yes – 8 
 
No –   7 
 
Abstain –  0 
(15 members voting) 
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 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

11. Agenda Item: #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo. 
 
Motion: To amend the business meeting agenda to include another 
recommendation for the memorandum.    
 
Discussion: As noted in minutes     

Michael Detomo Allison Nance Yes –  13 
  
No –   2 
 
Abstain –  0 
(15 members voting) 
 

12.  Agenda Item: #7, Torpedo Factory Business Analysis and 
Recommendations and Executive Committee Memo. 
 
Motion: To support that continuing meetings are being held among the 
Executive Committees of the TFACB, the TFAA, and the Art League to work 
together to provide solutions for the matters discussed regarding the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center.   
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Susie Cohen Allison Nance Yes –  12 
  
No –   0 
 
Abstain –  3 
(15 members voting) 

13. Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, b. Advocacy 
and Outreach Committee.   
 
Motion: To have the Arts Commission participate in the 2016 Scottish 
Walk.  
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Gayle Converse Michael Detomo Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (15 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

14. Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, c. 
Alexandria Arts Forum Liaison.   
 
Motion: To appoint Amber Gordon as liaison to the Alexandria Arts Forum.   
 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Michelle Kozlak Matthew Stensrud Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (15 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
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 Motion Made By 2nd Vote 

15. Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, e. Lake Cook 

Public Art Task Force, Motion on Appointment Memo.  

 

Motion: To appoint Stephanie Pankiewicz and Marcy Giannunzio as 

community stakeholders and Umar Shahid and Tasfesse T. Gyes as project 

stakeholders for the Lake Cook Storm Water Retrofit Public Art Project Task 

Force. 

 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes. 

Amber Gordon  Cara Frey Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (15 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

16. Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, f. Simpson Park 

Public Art Task Force, Motion on Artist Selection Memo. 

 

Motion: To hire May & Watkins for the public art component of the Simpson 

Park Playground and Passive Space Renovation. 

 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Shirley Downs  Betsy Hennigan Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (15 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

17. Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, g. Traffic 

Boxes Public Art Task Force, Motion on appointment Memo.  

 

Motion: To appoint Mary Welch Higgins and Serene F. Werblood as 

Community Stakeholders; and, Matthe Melkerson as project stakeholder.  

 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.  

Betsy Hennigan Shirley Downs Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (15 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 

18. Agenda Item: #9, Committee, Task Force and Liaison Reports, h. Poet 

Laureate and DASHing Words Task Force, Motion on Appointment.  

 

Motion: To appoint Ryan Wojtanowski as the City’s next Poet Laureate and to 

appoint Wendi Kaplan as the Poet Laureate alternate.   

 
Discussion:  As noted in the minutes.   

Beth Coast Susan Cohen Yes – Unanimously 
Approved (15 
members voting) 
  
No –  
 
Abstain – 
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Action Items 
 

 Action Item Responsible Due Date Status 
1. Dates, agendas and locations for Arts Commission monthly and Committee meetings. 

 

 

Chair of Arts 
Commission and 
Chairs of 
Committees 

Required 3 
business days 
prior to 
meetings 

Ongoing 

2. Continue conversations with the Arts Forum, the Arts Commission and the Office of the 
Arts as the Fiscal Year 2017 budget is prepared. 

Matthew 
Stensrud and 
Arts Commission 

Ongoing Ongoing  

3. Assignments for securing locations were made:  
Pending confirmation of locations: May – Shirley Downs; June – Betsy Hennigan.   
Booked locations: April – City Council Work Room, 2nd Floor, City Hall.   

As noted Minimum of 
Two weeks 
before monthly 
meeting 
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