City of Alexandria, Virginia

Charles Houston Recreation Center
Room Naming Public Hearing

presented by the

Charles Houston Ad Hoc Naming Committee
and the City of Alexandria

September 30, 2009




Introductions

City Officials

Ad Hoc Naming Committee

Mr. James E. Henson, Sr., Chair
Mr. Horace Burton

Mr. Robert Dawkins

Mr. Willie Gambrell

Mr. Julian Haley, Jr.

Mrs. Ramona Hatten

Mrs. Gwen Henderson
Mr. John Taylor

Ms. Dorothy Turner
Ms. Catherine Ward
Mr. Andrew Winfree
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History

e The Charles Houston Recreation Center
is located in the Parker-Gray District, an
area rich in history.

e The center is on the site of the original ™S
Parker-Gray School, constructed in 1920
to replace two older African American
elementary schools.

e The new school was named for John F.
Parker and Sarah Gray, principals of the

earlier schools.
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History

The center is named for the
famed civil rights lawyer,
Charles Hamilton Houston,
who spearheaded the effort
to improve the quality of
education for African
Americans in Alexandria.

Photo Credit: Scurlock Studio Records, Archives
Center, National Museum of American History.
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Naming of Rooms

Purpose

— To honor African Americans central to the history
of Alexandria by naming locations in the Charles
Houston Recreation Center.
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Plan for Naming of Rooms

Process

— Spring 2009: Charles Houston Ad Hoc Naming Committee
formed

— September 30, 2009: Public Hearing to present proposed
names for center’s gymnasium and pool

— October 14, 2009: Review public comments received and
present proposed names to City Council Naming
Committee

— November 10, 2009: City Council receives proposed names

— November 21, 2009: City Council holds Public Hearing and
acts on proposed room names

— February 2010: Center’s gymnasium and pool dedicated
— TBD: Identify additional rooms for naming
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Proposed Names




Johnson-Siebert Gymnasium

In honor of two men who served the City’'s African
American youth.

— Louis R. W. Johnson, Parker-Gray High School coach and
athletic director who, during his 20-year career, produced
some of the best teams and athletes in Virginia.

— Morris R. Siebert, one of Johnson’s star players, was a
World War |l veteran, Pentagon employee, and City
Recreation employee who provided guidance and
mentoring to youth in the Parker-Gray community for
more than 20 years.
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The Memorial Pool

To honor African American youth who drowned in the

Potomac River and local creeks during segregation,
when they were not permitted to use the City pool on
Cameron Street. To date, the following have been

identified:
Francis Gilliam (16) Freddie Kyer
Earl Jackson (14) William Lewis (8)
Lonnie Richard Johnson (9) Theodore Exzell Watkins (9)
Morris Leroy Johnson (11) Benjamin Watkins (11)
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Public Comment Period

Comments from attendees requesting to
speak
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Public Comment Period

e Written comments may be submitted by Tuesday,
October 6, to:

— RPCA / Jack Browand
1108 Jefferson St.
Alexandria, VA 22314; or

— e-mail: jack.browand@alexandriava.gov
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