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City of Alexandria, Virginia 
______________ 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: JANUARY 12, 2012 
 
TO: MEMBERS OF THE WATERFRONT COMMITTEE  
 
FROM: JAMES SPENGLER, DIRECTOR 
 DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION, PARKS AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
 
SUBJECT: WATERFRONT COMMITTEE DISCUSSION TO CREATE A CITY MARINA 

FEE CATEGORY FOR HISTORIC VESSELS 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The City of Alexandria prides itself on its maritime heritage. The City’s Waterfront Committee 
has been an advocate for the City to permit and attract historic vessels to the City Marina. 
Replicas of historic vessels such as the tall ship Godspeed, sponsored by the non-profit 
Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, visit the City bi-annually. They provide educational programs 
for City of Alexandria students and unscheduled public viewing at no charge to the public. In 
addition, we have had visits from the historic vessels such as the Sequoia, Presidential Yacht, 
and a proposal from the Potomac Riverboat Company to dock the Minnie V, a historic skipjack, 
at the City Marina to provide commercial charter activities.  
 
During Waterfront Committee discussions, the desire to host more historic vessels and vessels of 
character is a priority. Currently, short-term historic docking activities require City Council 
approval and there is no formal fee category. The creation of a new fee category would make the 
administrative process more efficient and routine.  
 
The Waterfront Committee has endorsed the proposal from the Potomac Riverboat Company to 
use the City Marina as a docking port for the historic skipjack Minnie V. In order to 
accommodate this request, the Potomac Riverboat Company has proposed the building of a new 
floating dock to facilitate commercial charter activities. Through discussions with City Officials, 
it is proposed that the Potomac Riverboat Company utilize the existing T-Pier to conduct 
commercial activities. This type of activity would require City Council approval as noted in City 
Ordinance Number 3121, 4/12/86, Sec. 6-3-5, “All commercial vessels docking more than four 
(4) times per month are subject to approval by City Council pursuant to section 13-1-36 of the 
city code.”   
 
The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities is offering for discussion and 
guidance from the Waterfront Committee, the creation of a new City Marina Historic Vessel 
classification with two fee categories. Vessels seeking to dock at the City Marina under this new 
classification would need to meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Historic Vessel 
Preservation Projections defines an historic vessel as: “A nautical vessel, generally excepting 
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reconstructions and reproductions, is considered historic if it is eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places at a local, regional, national or international level of 
significance.”  
 
Vessels meeting the historic vessel definition would not be subject to City Ordinance Number 
3121, 4/12/86, Sec. 6-3-5, limiting docking to four (4) docking per month, and the City Dock 
Master would be authorized to approve historic vessels requesting docking more than four (4) 
times per month, without City Council approval.  
 
In addition, the Dock Master would have the administrative authority to assess fees based on the 
two new categories for Historic Vessels: 
 

 Historic Vessel Category “A”: Nonprofit Educational Groups. Vessels would dock 
without fees, but will be subject to reimbursement of 100% of direct costs incurred by the 
City. Overnight docking is permitted at no additional fee. For example, vessels in this 
category may include the Godspeed and the Pride of Baltimore II. 

 Historic Vessel Category “B”: Commercial For Profit Historic Vessels. Vessels in this 
category would be subject to a fee based on vessel occupancy. This type of fee is similar 
to a designated Cruise Ship Docking Fee no longer in use by the City. Vessels in this 
category would be permitted to dock overnight at an additional fee of $3/foot/day and be 
subject to any utility fees.  

 
The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities request the Waterfront Committee 
to provide guidance in developing this new fee category, and with their input, staff to forward a 
proposal for Waterfront Committee endorsement at its February 2012 meeting. 
 
cc: Jack Browand, Acting Deputy Director 
 Cheryl Lawrence, Acting Division Chief 
 James Hixon, Dock Master 


