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18
64 Not to Be Forgotten

Continuing on through Washington, where 
the African-American regiment “attracted 
special attention,” the regiment became 
involved in the Wilderness Campaign in 
rural Virginia.  

On July 30, 1864, at the Battle of the Crater 
during the Siege of Petersburg, the 

regiment stepped in after the confusion of 
the explosion that caused the division 
leading the charge to take cover: the Colored 
Division was ordered to advance. It was a 
forlorn hope; but the division moved 
gallantly forward, in the face of a decimating 
fire, and passing to the right of the crater, 
charged towards the crest beyond. 

After being assembled at Camp 
William Penn, the 43rd USCT 
Regiment, composed mainly 
of Pennsylvania recruits, was 
assigned in April 1864 to the 
Ninth Corps of the Army of 
the Potomac. 

43rd USCT Regiment

Great Blue Heron White Perch
Wading on slender legs, herons stalk the 
edges of rivers and ponds searching for 
food. They move slowly as they look for fish, 
frogs and crayfish. But once they spot their 
prey, they snap it up with a quick strike of 
their long neck and beak.   
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Great Blue Heron
Wading on slender legs, herons 
stalk the edges of rivers and ponds 
searching for food. They move 
slowly as they look for fish, frogs 
and crayfish. But once they spot 
their prey, they snap it up with a 
quick strike of their long neck 
and beak.   
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Gears from 1931 bridge incorporated into pedestrian railing, South Park Bridge, South Park, Seattle, 
June 29, 2014    HistoryLink.org Photo by Priscilla Long

A tobacco hogshead was used in British 
and American colonial times to transport 
and store tobacco. It was a very large 
wooden barrel. A standardized hogshead 
measured 48 inches (1,219 mm) long 
and 30 inches (762 mm) in diameter at 
the head (at least 550 L or 121 imp gal or 
145 US gal, depending on the width in 
the middle). Fully packed with tobacco, it 
weighed about 1,000 pounds (454 kg).



1814
The burning of Washington


