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±City of Alexandria
Neighborhood Parks

0 10.5 Miles

Text

Arlington County

Fairfax County

  
  

  

3550 Commonwealth Ave

District 3
District 2

District 1

The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities is currently (Fall 2014) planning for the City’s existing 
Neighborhood Parks, which are characterized as being 0.5 - 10 acres and serving neighbors within half a mile. These 
include the parks shown on the map. You can help by informing us of YOUR neighborhood park needs. This plan will 
help determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term improvements, ensuring that 
neighborhood parks serve Alexandria’s needs now and into the future.

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities · 1108 Jefferson Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

 

Take a survey about the neighborhood park you use at http://alexva.us/80193

Attend one of the following Park Planning Workshops:

District 1: Lee Center, Montgomery Park and Powhatan Park
Saturday, September 27, 2014 9:30-11:30a.m. 
Charles Houston Recreation Center, 901 Wythe Street

District 2: Beach Park, Hooffs Run Park & Greenway, Timberland Park, Goat Hill Park, Landover Park, 
Angel Park, Hume Springs Park and 3550 Commonwealth Avenue
Saturday, October 25, 2014 9-11a.m. 
Mt. Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth Avenue  

District 3: Mulligan Park, Stevenson Park, Luckett Field & Skate Park, Ewald Park, Taney Ave Park and 
Chambliss Park
Saturday, November 1, 2014 9-11a.m.
William Ramsay Recreation Center, 5650 Sanger Avenue

Use #PlanYourParkAlexVA to send us park photos on Twitter or Facebook to show us how you use your park or 
what you’d like improved.

Tell us about your park using one or more of the methods below:

For more information on the Neighborhood Parks Plan, please visit alexandriava.gov/recreation or contact Dana Wedeles at 
703.746.5491 or dana.wedeles@alexandriava.gov
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Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities 
releases Draft Neighborhood Parks Plans 
The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks,
which we characterize as being 0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help determine 
budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks
serve Alexandria's needs now and into the future. 

Staff developed the following draft plans for seventeen parks in spring 2015 after an extensive existing condition, use analysis, and 
community feedback period: Draft Neighborhood Park Plans 

To provide feedback on the plan, please click here to take a survey. The survey will be available until the end of June 2015. Park 
Planning will also hold community workshops to review the plans and receive feedback on the following dates: 

District 1: May 14, 7pm  
Charles Houston  
Recreation Center 
Includes: Montgomery Park, Powhatan Park, Lee Center

District 2: May 27, 7pm  
Mount Vernon  
Recreation Center 
Includes: Hume Springs Park, 3550 Commonwealth Ave, Landover Park, Goat Hill Park, Timberland Park, Hooffs Run Park & 
Greenway, Beach Park, Angel Park

District 3: June 4, 7pm  
Patrick Henry Recreation Center 
Includes: Luckett/Skate Park, Taney Ave Park, Ewald Park, Mulligan Park, Chambliss Park, Stevenson Park

Following the community input, Park Planning Staff will make changes to the draft plans and complete the document, including cost
estimates. In fall 2015, Staff will present the final draft plan to the Park and Recreation Commission and City Council for 
endorsement.  

For additional information, including a map of the neighborhood parks, visit the project website http://alexandriava.gov/65170 or 
contact Dana Wedeles, Park Planner, at 703.746.5491 or Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov.  
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Nannie J. Lee Center
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City of Alexandria Parks and Recreation Department
Neighborhood Park Plan Site Observations – July 
2014

*Bike improvement observations in orange.
*Manhole cover location description in green.

Planning District I

Powhatan Park
Weekday
11:05-11:25AM
	  Two boys using basketball court
	
4:15-4:25PM
	  Dog walker on north side of the park for 
three minutes.
 Space for four or 5 bike racks near the North 
Henry entrance, could make park more noticeable 
from North Henry Street.

Weekend
11:00-11:20AM
	  One basketball court user

6:45-7:00PM
	  no activity

Montgomery Park
Weekday
10:30-11:00AM 
	  12 children playing on playground – Day 
School. 
 There is one bike rack but it is blocked by bushed, 
more could be added if bushes were moved or re-
moved. 

4:35-4:50PM
	  Playground being used by Day School.
	  Tennis courts being repaired.
 One man using pavilion for exercise.
 Behind the pavilion, park being constructed. 

Weekend 
9:00-9:30AM
	  Three kids, one adult using playground

5:00-5:15PM
	  no activity

Nannie J. Lee Center
Weekday
10:30-11:00AM
	  no activity

5:05-5:20PM
	  Three people using tennis courts.
 Was difficult for me to find park, blocked by fire 
trucks and parking lot – perhaps signage in front of 
center point to park would help with accessibility/vis-
ibility?

Weekend
10:40-11:00AM
	  No activity

3:30-3:45PM
	  tennis courts being used by one man and 
one woman

Planning District II
	
Hume Springs Park
Weekday
9:45-10:00AM
	  Family using playground, standing next to 
playground (2 parents – 1 child)
 Room for bike rack at Dale Street entrance on con-
crete, 3 or 4 bikes

5:00-5:20PM
	  Dog walker walking through from Reed to 
Dale Street

Weekend
8:00-8:10AM
	  no activity

3:30-3:45PM
	  One adult, two kids playing on playground.
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* Three manhole covers on west grassy side of park, 
one located behind tree on south side of the park. One 
cover on east side of the sidewalk in front of W Reed 
Ave entrance. 

3550 Commonwealth Park
Weekday
10:00-10:10AM
	  Dog walker (off leash) – 10 mins
	  Treaded path behind corner flower bed. 
Trash on park benches.

3:50-4:05PM
	  No activity

Weekend
8:40-8:50PM
	  no activity

2:45-3:00PM
	  dog walker on side walk

* Manhole cover on W Reed Ave sidewalk, close to 
northeast corner of park.
  
Landover Park
Weekday
10:20-10:35AM
	  no activity
	  possibility for two bike racks at jutted extra 
concrete at entrance to park

4:30-4:40PM
	  two kids playing at playground

Weekend
9:00-9:30AM
	  Five adults, 12 (roughly) kids on play-
ground

5:15-5:30PM
	  No activity

Goat Hill Park
Weekday
11:45-12:15PM

	  No activity
	  Only accessibility seems to be at play-
ground, difficult to find the accessibility entrance on 
Hickory Street. 

2:20-2:40PM
	  No activity

Weekend
10:00-10:20AM
	  two kids using playground

5:00-5:15PM
	  Three kids, one adult using playground

Timberland Park
Weekday
12:40-12:50PM
	  no activity
	  Possible signage on street to indicate park 
entrance?

4:00-4:10PM
	  no activity

Weekend
9:30-9:40AM
	  no activity

3:15-3:25PM
	  kids playing in a backyard that opened up 
to park, but were not playing in the park.

Beach Park
Weekday 
9:00-9:30AM
	  Three children and one parent using play-
ground. Two dog walkers pass through the east side 
park ‘pit’.

5:55-6:15PM
	  One dog walker in park ‘pit’ – 10 minutes.
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Weekend
10:15-10:30AM
	  Seven kids, two adults using playground
	  one dog walker, 10 mins (off leash), park 
pit

4:00-4:15PM
	  Two kids (teenagers) using swings 

* Manhole cover on sidewalk, southeast corner

Hooff’s Run Park & Greenway
Weekday
11:15-11:40AM
	  One dog walker walking from East Maple 
to East Walnut

5:35-5:50PM
	  three children playing south of E. Linden 
Street. 
	  two dog walkers between Maple and Wal-
nut.
	  Tennis court construction
	  Possible bike rack location at the corner of 
Oak and Commonwealth.

Weekend
10:30-10:45AM
	  Dog walker walking from Maple to Walnut

3:40-4:00PM
	  no activity

Angel Park
Weekday
11:50-12:15PM
	  one adult, two toddlers using pavilion

3:30-3:50
	  dog walker in park, wooded area
	  possibility for bike rack near playground 
entrance or near “Bike lane ends here” sign. 

Weekend 

9:50-10:15AM
	  no activity

2:00-2:15PM
	  One many golfing on edge of baseball dia-
mond

*manhole cover in grass just south of tennis court and 
on sidewalk north of playground entrance

Planning District III

James Mulligan Park
Weekday 
10:00-10:30AM
	  not wheelchair accessible, steep steps to 
enter park on both east and north side.
 dog walker, 5 mins on NE side of park near play-
ground.

4:00-4:20PM
	  no activity

Weekend
7:00-7:20AM
	  no activity
5:30-5:45PM
	  dog walker by playground, 10 minutes.

Chambliss Park
Weekday
9:30-9:50AM
	  Bike racks could be placed by tennis courts 
parking lot, room for 5-6 bikes. 

4:30-5:05PM
	  Five children playing on baseball diamond. 
Dog walker by tennis courts –5 minutes. 

Weekend
10:35-10:50AM
	  Tennis courts being used by two people

7:00-7:15PM
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	  no activity

*Manhole cover on N Chambliss street parking lot

Stevenson Park
Weekday
12:20-12:45PM
	  two women, five kids using playground. 
	  dog walker in woods, 10 minutes
	  one male teenager using basketball court
	  two women, three kids using park bench 

6:00-6:15PM
	  dog walker – 5 minutes

Weekend 
8:30-8:50AM 
	  two kids, one adult using playground

3:30-3:45PM
	  two adults using picnic table with food. 

*Manhole cover on east side of private parking lot at 
South Stevenson Square, borders park property. 

Taney Avenue Park
Weekday
9:45-10:00AM
	  Possibility for a bike rack at first bench 
location, could remove bench and 	 use existing 
concrete. Bench located at South West corner of the 
park. 
	  Dog walker, 5 mins, sits and uses bench. 

2:00-2:15PM
	  dog walker, off leash, throwing ball, 10 
mins

Weekend 
9:45-10:00AM
	  dog walker – 5 mins

3:50-4:10PM
	  no activity

Ewald Stadium 
Weekday
9:00-9:25AM
	  Overgrown, steps need repairing, rust on 
playground equipment.
	  one person using basketball court. 

5:00-5:20PM
	  Six kids using basketball court

Weekend
10:00-10:15AM
	  no activity

6:00-6:20PM
	  10 kids using basketball court

*One manhole cover on NW end of parking lot and 
one on SE end of parking lot. 

Luckett Stadium & Skate Park
Weekday
9:30-9:45AM
	  One person using skate park.

4:00-4:15PM
	  Seven people using skate park.

Weekend
8:00-8:15AM
	  no activity

4:00-4:20PM
	  6 people using skate park. 
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What would you like done with the open lawn?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 7 37%
Enhance it 9 47%
Transform it 3 16%
Explain
Holes need to be filled, glass and other hazards picked up and reseed grass.
Improve turf conditions with artificial or durable well kept grass
Bleachers could easily be added for parents
Drainage

What would you like done with the picnic shelter?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 53%
Enhance it 6 32%
Transform it 3 16%
Explain

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 6 29%
Enhance it 11 52%
Transform it 4 19%
Explain
Add swings and play area for toddlers. Existing equipment for older children.
Improve maintenance. New addition is unsightly and already broken.
It need more and a wider range of age appropriate playing structures.
More toddler friendly 
My son has been stung by bees on this playground
Swings needed.
shade would be nice for caretakers
swings

Really beautiful area and nice to have so much open space surrounding by trees. Just 
keep it up a little better.

This area gets a beating every summer. Look at the shelters at Chinquapin or in 
Arlington parks.

What would you like done with the playground?

Great playground which just needs to be maintained a little better (e.g. check for 
wear/tear/damage instead of waiting for complaints/mishaps).

What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 4 19%
Enhance it 14 67%
Transform it 3 14%
Explain
Improve turf conditions.
It needs to be graded so it will drain after it rains.
Not the right size diamond   Poor dirt 
Better seating and use for games

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 56%
Enhance it 7 39%
Transform it 1 6%
Explain
Make into multi-use space. 
resurface and out line court

What would you like done with the natural areas?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 50%
Enhance it 6 30%
Transform it 4 20%
Explain
Install a barrier to keep out vehicles.

What would you like done with the basketball 
court?

Very wet
We use it for baseball practice and just want it to be maintained. It's a really great space 
for young kids to practice because it is quiet/uncrowded so they can focus.
The city is lacking baseball fields that are in good shape. This field, if improved, could 
be used more often for practice. Too much money has been spent on soccer fields, and 
far too little on baseball fields.

Install trash and recycling cans. many users leave plastic bottles as there is nothing to 
put them in.

There is SO much poison ivy around this area.  Needs to be eliminated so that I don't 
have to worry about my daughter playing here.

In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Provide organized recreational opportunities1. 

2. Be a safe place for children to explore

3. Be a place to create social connections with neighbors

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is 
currently planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which 
we characterize as being 0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 
miles. The results of this plan will help determine budgeting priorities 
and recommendations for both short and long-term incremental 
improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how 
the Park is used and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes what we heard 
through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” in the park. Over 275 people responded to the 
survey in total, 28 of which were specific to Angel Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Angel Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014
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How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 15 54%
Bike (personal) 2 7%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 11 39%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 9 32%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 9 32%
Between 1-2 miles 8 29%
Over 2 miles 2 7%

Value Count Percent
I am physically limited from walking 3 16%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 2 11%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 7 37%
There is not enough parking 11 58%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 6 32%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 13 48%
Monthly 10 37%
Yearly 4 15%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check all 
that apply)

A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked park users to write down what they would like their park to look like in 
the future. The sign were on site from September to November 2014 (images from October 27).

2

Response
Playground equipment
Bleachers, restroom, enhanced surroundings
Exercise equipment for adults
It is not Toddler friendly
Soccer field.
Swings and better steps to access the park
Swings and play area more suited for children under 3.
Swings for children. Spray ground. 
Swings; better baseball field.
Equipment for school age children
Goals for soccer field, another trash can
Seating

Response
Baseball Field needs improvement 
The basketball court is nice but the entire park could be vastly improved!!
The playground is terrific, but suffering a bit from recent graffiti.
It could be a great tee ball or coach pitch field if the field was graded correctly. 
Needs to be updated

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 
about the Park?

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?

Trash and recycling cans that are emptied regularly, fencing to keep children out of the 
creek, a barrier to keep vehicles off the basketball court and grass, 
a more improved baseball field and backstop. we should have as nice or nicer facilities 
than our surrounding cities. Alexandria does not need anymore residential developments 
I wonder if outdoor Rec Dept. camps would be welcomed over the summers. So many 
kids live walking distance and safety is a concern due to isolation. Maybe organized 
Bleachers for the parents.  There is no reason a Tball game should not have bleachers. 
Parents can sit together as needed

, , p p ,
over the grass and basketball court, and strew trash all over. The fact that the pavilion is 
used on a first come, first serve, basis means nobody takes responsibility for what goes 
on. Neighborhood residents can often not enjoy the park on the weekend, have to listen 
to loud music and vulgar language and are then treated to a park strewn with trash, 
The open fields and baseball fields are not well kept.  They are very uneven.    Need a 
safer walking path to get to the bottom if the hill.
parking could be a lot better - as could the traffic nearby - it backs up often for no good 
reason.
Again, the poison ivy in and around the park really needs to be dealt with.  It grows up so 
close on the bridge that I can't even visit it.
I think if kids resort to bringing in shopping carts to the park it is not providing the play 
structures and environment they seek. a low rope fence along the creek so kids would 
play soccer on the field instead of the basketball court



126 2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Angel Park Appendix

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Appendix2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Angel Park Appendix 127

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015

1

5

5

2

3

4

6 7

Angel Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)

1 Add swings or similar play equipment
Exact location must allow for compliant fall 
zones and footings must be suitable within 
the resource protection area. 

2 Continue invasive species management
The Natural Resources Division will continue to 
manage the invasive species, including 
Poison Ivy.

3 Develop enforceable guidelines for 
park shelter use
This park does not include a designated parking 
lot, therefore special events are not permitted. 
However, enforceable guidelines can manage 
the noise and size of on-site gatherings. 

4 Install accessible pathways to connect 
park shelter and basketball courts
Paths must be made American with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) compliant.

5 Improve Park access from 
Taylor Run Parkway
Provide safe and accessible pedestrian 
crossings into the park. This may include 
additional crosswalks, an improved 
intersection, and shortened crossing distance 
through installation of bulb outs.

6 Construct accessible bleachers & plaza 
into the hillside
A plaza that is �ush with the sidewalk may
include space for bicycle parking and benches.
Constructing the seating into the hillside 
would allow ADA compliant spectator viewing
to be constructed outside of the 
resource protection area.

7 Relocate the ball�eld
By orienting the ball�eld against the hillside,
the �eld can be ADA compliant and out of the 
resource protection area. It also moves the 
backstop away from the wooded area, which 
is prone to erosion. There is no designated 
on-site parking, therefore, programmed use 
would continue to be limited to ball games 
such as t-ball that do not attract a large 
number of spectators.

5
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Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)

Park Boundary 

N
. View

 Terrace

Junior Street

Rucker Place

W. Masonic View Ave

Johnston place

0 100 20050
Feet±

Retro�t alley with green systems
Alleys provide an opportunity for green stormwater in-
frastructure. Their lower vehicle volumes lend themselves 
well to pervious pavement options such as grass-pave or 
recycled materials. A green alley would also serve as a tran-
sition from the right-of-way to the park and capture some of 
the rainwater before it enters the park.

1

2

3

4

5
7

8

8 6

Update existing playground and provide more 
equipment geared towards older children and natural 
play features
The current playground is standard playground equipment, 
mainly focused on ages 2-5. Community feedback indicated 
that there is a need for additional structures that interest 
older children and promote more imaginative play.

2

Improve drainage by the playground
Rainwater often causes ponding east of the playground. 
In combination with the green alley, a small yard drain will 
resolve this problem.

3

Install rain garden to capture water 
draining through the Park
The park slopes to the north causing all rain water to move 
that direction and then pond along the northern edge and 
the center of the �eld. A rain garden will serve as a basin 
to capture and then absorb the water. A drain may also be 
used to direct a portion of the rainwater to an over�ow 
location in the event of heavy rains.

4

Re-grade turf and install irrigation system
The turf is currently in poor condition. Re-grading and soil 
will help control the drainage issues by diverting water 
toward the rain garden. Irrigation will help sustain the 
grass. 

5

Remove amphitheater stairs while maintaining slope
The amphitheater does not serve its intended purpose 
and is in poor condition. The community feedback 
indicated the desire to remove the stairs altogether and 
retain a hill for children to play on and sled down.

6

Remove wooden bollards and replace with trees
The existing wooden bollards prevent vehicles from 
entering the park but are in poor condition. Trees would 
serve the same purpose and also better absorb water in 
the existing swale.

7

Create entry plaza with park sign, trash can, benches, 
and bike racks
A new formalized entrance to the park would create a 
small space for a park sign, benches, and bike racks. The 
benches can become a social spot for all ages to relax. 
adjacent trees can add shade to the seating area.

8

1
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Beverley Park  

Slope Stabilization Study 
 
  Introduction 

 Study Findings to Date 
 Alternatives/Ideas 
 Discussion 
 Next Steps 

ITEMS	OF	DISCUSSION 

April 14, 2014 

Beverley Park 
 

2 
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Park History 

3 

1940, Park Planning Program 

1976, Alexandria Archives, Bicentennial Collection  

1944, National Recreation Association,  Alexandria Long-Term Recreation Plan 

1963, Park Inventory, Alexandria  Master Plan 

Park History 

4 

Exerpt, Long Term Recreation Plan for the City of Alexandria, National Recreation Association, 1944. 

“An undeveloped city opened property in Beverley Hills, known as the 
“gravel” pit of approximately 1.75 acres, is the only available property 
within this neighborhood for active recreation.  The development of this 
property involves considerable engineering if the maximum use of the 
property is to be realized.  Unfortunately, there is considerable 
differences in elevation which will involve a large amount grading.  The 
area is further handicapped by its size but it is felt that in spite of these 
conditions steps should be taken to develop it for playground 
purposes…” 
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Individualized Site Rituals 

 Christmas Tree Lighting 
 Toys 
 Beautification Programs 
 Open	Lawn	Use 
 Wheel Day 
 Natural/Passive Open Space 

 

5 

Beverley Park 
Infrastructure Conditions 

 Playground 
 Retaining Wall(s) 
 Tree Canopy 
 Drainage/Slope 
Erosion 

 Shelter 
 Accessibility 

 
 
 

6 
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Slope Stabilization Study 

 Evaluate	Existing	Conditions 
 Geotechnical Investigation 
 Engineering	Analysis 
 Arboricultural Analysis 

    Provide Recommendations and Options 

7 

Geotechnical Investigation 

8 
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Findings: Geotechnical Investigation 

 West and south perimeter slopes 
 Core sampling at top/middle/bottom of slopes 
 Dense sand and clay soil profiles 
 Slope stability modelling indicates stable soils 
 Future work unlikely to need special 

techniques 
 

9 

Findings: Geotechnical Investigation 

10 
South Slope  



2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Appendix2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Beverley Park Appendix 161

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015

Findings: Geotechnical Investigation 

11 
West Slope 

Engineering	Analysis 

12 
West Slope Retaining walls  
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Findings:	Engineering	Analysis 
 Retaining walls 

constructed in 1960’s-
1980’s 

 Near the end of their 
useful life 

 Exacerbating	soil erosion 
by concentrating water 
flow 

 Remove existing walls 
 

13 

Arboricultural Analysis 
 Evaluate	condition	of	

78 trees over 4 inches in 
caliper 

 Best trees are at the top 
of the slopes 

 Trees include native 
and non-native species 
 

14 
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Findings: Arboricultural Analysis 

15 

 3 Trees in need of 
immediate 
removal 

 Many are unlikely 
to survive wall re-
construction 

 Approximately 25 
Trees may be 
impacted by 
construction 
 

Design Challenges 

 Execute	work	once	 
 Expend	funds	efficiently 
 Localize construction impacts 
 Sustain a long-term operational solution 
 

16 



164 2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Beverley Park Appendix

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015

Slope Stabilization Alternatives 
Retaining Wall & Grass Slope  

17 

West Slope:  8.5’ height retaining wall w/ 3’ height handrail  
South Slope:  Grassed slope with 2H:1V grade, reinforced with 
erosion control blanket 

    

Tree Removal Removal of approximately 9 trees.  Trees on the south slope to 
continue decline 

Tree/Vegetative 
restoration 

New tree plantings likely to be constrained by wall, erosion 
control fabric, and steeper slope 

Open Space Impact Playground location stays relatively the same 

Drainage Considerable drainage design for wall and playground 

Relative Cost Higher cost  

Constructability Equipment for wall installation 

Long term Sustainability Potential  for vandalism, long term wall maintenance and repairs 
may be costly 

18 
West Slope:  8.5’ height retaining wall w/ 3’ height handrail  
 

Slope Stabilization Alternatives 
Retaining Wall & Grass Slope  
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19 South Slope:  Grassed slope with 2H:1V reinforced with erosion control blanket 

Slope Stabilization Recommendations 
Retaining Wall & Grass Slope 

South Slope 

20 

Slope Stabilization Alternatives 
Grass/Natural Slope -No Wall 

West Slope:  Grassed/Natural Slope, 4H:1V slope 
South Slope:  Grassed/Natural Slope, 4H:1V slope 
    

Tree Removal Removal of approximately 25 trees 

Tree/Vegetative 
restoration 

New tree plantings feasible 

Open Space Impact Playground moves to another location.  Slope is useable once 
vegetation is established. 

Drainage Reduced concentrated runoff and erosion 

Relative Cost Lower cost  

Constructability Large amount of hauling and traffic control  

Long term Sustainability Indefinite life, slopes can be maintained at an optimum level 
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21 West Slope:  Grassed/Natural Slope, 4H:1V slope 

Slope Stabilization Alternatives 
Grass/Natural Slope -No Wall 

22 South Slope:  Grassed/Natural Slope, 4H:1V slope 

Slope Stabilization Alternatives 
Grass/Natural Slope -No Wall 
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Questions and Discussion 

23 

 Which alternative do you prefer? 
 What should be the process for future public 

outreach? 
 What is the preferred construction timing? 
 
Think About… 
 Constructability/Phasing/Impacts 
 Relative Costs 
 Long Term Solutions 
 

Next Steps 

 Develop park and playground concept plan based 
on preferred slope stabilization 

 Continue community engagement process 
 Incorporate community feedback into Final 

Concept Plan 
 Develop construction and permitting plans, 

phasing plans if needed 
 Obtain regulatory plan approvals 
 

 
 

24 
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Beverley Park  

Renovation Update 

 Where We Are Now 
 Plan	Updates		 
 Adjusted Project Schedule 

ITEMS	OF	DISCUSSION 

December 14, 2015 

Where We are Now 
Timeline of Project to Date 

 January 2014:   Completed slope/geotechnical  
    study  

 April-November 2014:   Developed park renovation  
    strategy and obtained   
    community feedback  

 January –April 2015:   Developed project cost 
     estimates and obtained CIP 
    funding ($900,000) 

 May-June 2015:   Completed 30% Engineering	Plan	 
    review  

 July-November 2015:   Re-evaluated design due to  
    extensive site impacts, 

     constructability concerns and cost  
    increases 

 November 2015:    Release modified Renovation Plan  
 
 

2 
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Park	Plan	Updates 

3 

 Preserve existing trees  
 Repair and reinforce 

existing retaining walls in 
order to preserve trees 

 Relocate ADA entrance 
 Retain existing court and 

add path 
 Add reforestation areas 

and nature play elements 
 Reduce erosion by limiting 

foot traffic on the slope 
and re-establishing 
vegetation 

 
 

 
 

Park Concept Plan  
November 2014 and November 2015 

4 

November 2015 

November 2014 
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Updated		Park	Concept	Plan	 
November 2015 

5 

Updated		Park	Concept	Plan	 
November 2015 

6 
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Retaining Wall Repairs 

7 

 Construct new wall in front of   
   existing mid-tier wall: 

Remove three walls on south slope: 

Reinforce upper-tier walls  
 with additional pilings:  

Plan Feedback, 11/19/15-12/13/15 

8 
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Adjusted Project Schedule 

9 

Fall 2015-Winter 
2016: 

Compile public feedback 
and update concept plans. 
Complete engineering 
plans and obtain plan 
approvals 

February-June 2016: Solicit and award 
construction contract 

August – December 
2016: 

Anticipated site 
construction 

Beverley Park 
 

10 
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Total Responses to ‘PitPark2015’gmail account, as of 12/14/15:  15 
Compiled Comments: 
 

Subject # of 
Responses 

Comments  

Park Lighting 8 “Installing lights whether they are low light or motion sensor (that don't go off because of squirrels) 
lights;”   “the only additional item I would like to see addressed is lighting” “I just sent an email re: 
the Pit renovation plan. I wanted to add that more lighting in the area in and around the pit may be 
wise.”  “I am in hope as well with the recent activity that lights will be installed in the Pit area as well 
for security.”   “Also related to security, I the area could really use more lighting.”  “I would like to see 
lantern type LEED lighting (think Central Park) which would provide practical lighting and security - 
as you know it is pitch black down there at night.  Something like this: 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/574842339911222458/”  “ I also believe that public safety features 
should be an important consideration in this renovation. I would like to see sidewalks and motion-
sensor lighting added around the perimeter, if possible..”  “Given the recent homicide at the Pit 
Park, I think lighting is imperative. The park is pitch black during nighttime hours. If we could have 
some form of lighting to dissuade future crimes, prostitution, teenager activity, etc. it would make 
the neighborhood and surrounding area much safer. PLEASE add lighting! It's not just an aesthetic 
issue. It's an issue of safety for adults and children who live close to the Pit.” 
 

Traffic Calming 3 “Line striping will not slow traffic.  Obviously many children will be playing in this area and a speed 
bump or stop sign is required for pedestrian safety.” “I think traffic calming measures are really 
important.  Living close by, I frequently observe cars driving at a pretty high rate of speed.”  “Having 
cross-walks painted, and visible signage placed at the intersections of S. Overlook and N. Overlook 
would be highly beneficial for pedestrians. Having these in place would also make parked motorists 
taking children out of cars on N. Overlook feel safer. 
The N. Overlook/S. Overlook intersection is very wide. It has traffic coming from several directions, 
in addition to cars speeding down N. Overlook. It's one of the only straight, cut-thoughts in Beverley 
Hills  from Cameron Mills to Old Dominion. Motorists take full-advantage of this. Daily, I see dozens 
of cars speeding down N. Overlook. It's definitely a safety hazard trying to walk to the park and 
across N. Overlook or S. Overlook with children.” 
 

Landscaping 3 “I think removing shrubbery and the small trees that line N. Overlook, at the front of the park, would help 
to make the park more transparent and create a better view into the park. This also might dissuade 
potential illegal activity. There would be nothing to hide behind.”  “I would also like to see beautiful, 
smart, low maintenance landscaping.”    “The tall hedges/trees that shroud what could and should be 
open pathway space at the top of the hill between the park and N. Overlook Drive should also be 
removed to improve safety and visibility into the park space.” 

Playground Comments 2 “Hopefully there will still be play structures for both young (toddler/preschool) and older (elementary) 
kids.”   “I am concerned about the safety surface on the ground.  Would you be able to explain the type 
of surfacing you are planning to install?” 

Sandbox 2 “I don't see on the new plan any place that has a sand box or just a pit with sand in it.  Digging and 
playing around in the sand pile seems a good open-ended thing to preserve and is equally important as 
added features like the zip line.”  “keep the sandbox!”,  
 

Misc. 2 “Enhance existing maintenance driveway:  no need to regrade driveway.  Maintenance vehicles can 
easily make it down that slope.”  “Would it be possible to address sledding opportunities?  We have 
such a good time down there when it snows.”    

Picnic Pavilion 
Improvements 

1 “Improving the picnic shelter by including electric outlets and possibly enlarging it” 

Open Area 1 “This plan reduces the open lawn area way too much.  You need to change the design to push the trail 
way to the west and put the pavilion back in the southwest corner in order to maintain decent open 
area.  Do no put the pavilion in the middle of the only open space left.  The southwest corner is better 
for birthday parties and other events anyway.” 

 
# # # 
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What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 15 47%
Enhance it 15 47%
Transform it 2 6%
Explain
Great exercise.
I do not like the fact that it is now locked and thus unavailable for general use.
Needs more frequent trash removal and maintenance.
No lights please!
The ballfield seems rarely used
Allow access

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 15 46%
Enhance it 15 46%
Transform it 3 9%
Explain

Add paths for better access
Add picnic tables and water fountains.
I love natural settings.
Natural areas enhance the entire area.
Too much poison ivy that should be sprayed.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 5 14%
Enhance it 21 57%
Transform it 11 30%
Explain
A fence would be great.
Add a fence
Dedicated fenced dog park is needed
Dog park is needed.
Enclose area
Enclose with fence.
Fenced area for off lead activities
Fence in. More frequent mowing.
Fence it - so that dogs can run and play off leash.
Fenced in area, and water for the dogs in summer
Gate the dog park so owners and dogs don't have to worry about traffic
Hardly ever used by dog owners. Add a fence to provide extra peace of mind. 
Keep open but add a fence line to keep dogs away from chamiss.

Too many dogs loose outside boundaries .
Trim/prune trees and clear up broken branches.
Would be helpful to have water source for people and dogs.
add fence
dog area is unfenced, and does not seem like a dog focused area.
enclose it

It's hilly, full of old tree stumps, not mown, and there are lots of holes.  I rarely see off-leash dogs here!

What would you like done with the natural area?

What would you like done with the off-leash dog park?

A lot more trashcans that actually get emptied and trash pickup on the grounds. Designated parking tha
doesn't interfere with the school pick up for after school programs

Beautify with landscaping and nice seating area.  Nothing has been added to replace trees that have fallen.

Move the area to the correct side of the tennis courts. Add picnic tables and  a water fountain.

Fence in the area. Street traffic passes closeand fencing would help secure animals from traffic flow. Add
water fountain. 

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 15 46%
Enhance it 15 46%
Transform it 3 9%
Explain
Add a fence for a dog park
Add benches and nicer landscaping
Better maintenance and lighting!
Block it so that morons and idiots can't drive on it
Child friendly play area with equipment.
Keep.
More and better maintained picnic tables.
Surround with fence.
The open lawn is beautiful just as it is!
add a park bench
add baby playground 

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 3 50.0%
Enhance it 3 50.0%
Transform it 0 0.0%
Explain
Maybe for 20.
Parking around John Adams is insufficient for the size of the school

Plenty of on-street parking already available. 
Lights

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 28 80.0%
Enhance it 6 17.1%
Transform it 1 2.9%
Explain
Add lights
Add water fountain.
Add water fountain. 
Back boards for solo practice
I see people regularly using these courts.
No lights, please!
Picnic area or seating area
Tennis is good exercise.
Some big cracks have appeared this year but so far are not affecting play.  Hopefully, the city will monitor 
this

There is no playground anywhere near by for children except John Adams which is not supposed to be use
outside of school hours. If your kids aren't school age they cant be there. All this space really should be 
useful for playing. You need to preserve the hill for sled riding though. the sidewalk through the open area 
needs to be refreshed. The mud piles at the bottom year after year and neighbors have to shovel it. It also 
needs to be shoveled when it snows to allow walking access to the school
Actually, the walkway from the tennis courts up the hill to the school need repair, and adding lighting would 
be welcome. Last fall, a neighbor was assaulted and robbed on the path at dusk; so lighting would help with 
safety.

What would you like done with the open lawn?

Perhaps clean it up a bit.  Tennis players use the parking lot and dog walkers as well.

What would you like done with the parking lot?

What would you like done with the tennis courts?
No need to be bigger. the street parking is never ever used and there is a ton of it

In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be a safe place for children to explore1. 

2. Be a place to relax

3. Be a place to create social connections with neighbors 

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as being 
0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help 
determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term 
incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is used 
and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes 
what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” 
in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, forty of which were specific to Chambliss Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Chambliss Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014
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In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank
Be a safe place for children to 
explore 229 1

Be a place to relax 220 2
Be a place to create social 
connections with neighbors 211 3

Provide opportunity to explore nature 185 4
Help reduce environmental impacts 
from urban surroundings 150 5
Be a space to go exercise on my 
own 144 6
Provide educational opportunities 73 7
Provide organized recreational 
opportunities 68 8
Be more accessible 62 9
Have lots of activity 60 10

Response
A gated dog park
A playground
A playground area for children. 
A tot lot -- we are in need of a play area for young children in the neighborhood.
Add a fence, so that dogs can run & play off leash.
Add water fountain. 
Back boards in the tennis courts, and a fenced area in the off-lead Dog Park
Dog park.
Enclosed space for dogs to run.  Water fountain.  Benches.
Fence around dog play area. Water fountains.
Fenced dog area
Fenced dog park Lights, neighbor was mugged, beaten & robbed there several months ago
Fenced dog park, exercise area
Identification of types of trees and other plants.  More trash cans
More seating 
Picnic tables and a water fountain
Places to sit and enjoy the natural setting.
Seating or picnic tables
Well-marked and maintained pathways with lighting.
a park bench or picnic table
better maintained foot path to townhiouses
better path up the hill to JA
more benches
playground with baby swings
water fountain for tennis players and other park visitors, including dogs

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued higher than the 
following ranks, the score is the sum of all weighted rank counts.

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would like to see 
there?

A source of water, benches, and a fence (the park fronts on a street with a fair amount of traffic).
A fence enclosure so dogs can run freely without concern for vehicle traffic. Water fountains for people &
pets.

playground equipment of some kind. a fence for the dogs. a better sidewalk that gets cleared in the snow. 

The large hill between the school and the tennis courts is eroding, and slants toward the woods.  This area 
was the prime neighborhood sledding area, but erosion is making this a dangerous area to play around. 
This park, like the Dora Kelley Nature Park, is why most neighbors moved here in the first place. Please
don't destroy it by "improving" it!

The path needs much improvement. Many children and adults use it. It needs light during winter months. 
Keep park open and spacious but add a perimeter fence to keep dogs away from chambliss. Don't create a
small fenced area for dogs, just keep them away from street. Add water fountain.
As I noted in a comment above, lighting along the path from the tennis courts up the hill to the school.  Also
maybe more seating for socializing in both the dog walk area and on the other side of the tennis court. A 
trash can inside the tennis court may be a nice addition.  Too many people leave empty water bottles, tenni
can tops, etc. on the court.

Chambliss
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 40

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 38 95%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 1 2.5%
Drive 1 2.5%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 30 75%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 8 20%
Between 1-2 miles 2 5%
Over 2 miles 0 0%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 0 0%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 15 83%
There is not enough parking 1 6%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 4 22%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 21 53%
Weekly 15 38%
Monthly 3 8%
Yearly 1 3%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances prevented you from 
visiting this Park? (check all that apply)

2

Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the 
Park had a marker 
attached and asked park 
users to write down 
what they would like 
their park to look like in 
the future. Park users 
recorded the following 
comments between 
September to November 2014 (image shown above from October 27). 

Chambliss
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 40

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 38 95%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 1 2.5%
Drive 1 2.5%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 30 75%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 8 20%
Between 1-2 miles 2 5%
Over 2 miles 0 0%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 0 0%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 15 83%
There is not enough parking 1 6%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 4 22%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 21 53%
Weekly 15 38%
Monthly 3 8%
Yearly 1 3%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances prevented you from 
visiting this Park? (check all that apply)

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank
Be a safe place for children to 
explore 229 1

Be a place to relax 220 2
Be a place to create social 
connections with neighbors 211 3

Provide opportunity to explore nature 185 4
Help reduce environmental impacts 
from urban surroundings 150 5
Be a space to go exercise on my 
own 144 6
Provide educational opportunities 73 7
Provide organized recreational 
opportunities 68 8
Be more accessible 62 9
Have lots of activity 60 10

Response
A gated dog park
A playground
A playground area for children. 
A tot lot -- we are in need of a play area for young children in the neighborhood.
Add a fence, so that dogs can run & play off leash.
Add water fountain. 
Back boards in the tennis courts, and a fenced area in the off-lead Dog Park
Dog park.
Enclosed space for dogs to run.  Water fountain.  Benches.
Fence around dog play area. Water fountains.
Fenced dog area
Fenced dog park Lights, neighbor was mugged, beaten & robbed there several months ago
Fenced dog park, exercise area
Identification of types of trees and other plants.  More trash cans
More seating 
Picnic tables and a water fountain
Places to sit and enjoy the natural setting.
Seating or picnic tables
Well-marked and maintained pathways with lighting.
a park bench or picnic table
better maintained foot path to townhiouses
better path up the hill to JA
more benches
playground with baby swings
water fountain for tennis players and other park visitors, including dogs

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued higher than the 
following ranks, the score is the sum of all weighted rank counts.

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would like to see 
there?

A source of water, benches, and a fence (the park fronts on a street with a fair amount of traffic).
A fence enclosure so dogs can run freely without concern for vehicle traffic. Water fountains for people &
pets.

playground equipment of some kind. a fence for the dogs. a better sidewalk that gets cleared in the snow. 

The large hill between the school and the tennis courts is eroding, and slants toward the woods.  This area 
was the prime neighborhood sledding area, but erosion is making this a dangerous area to play around. 
This park, like the Dora Kelley Nature Park, is why most neighbors moved here in the first place. Please
don't destroy it by "improving" it!

The path needs much improvement. Many children and adults use it. It needs light during winter months. 
Keep park open and spacious but add a perimeter fence to keep dogs away from chambliss. Don't create a
small fenced area for dogs, just keep them away from street. Add water fountain.
As I noted in a comment above, lighting along the path from the tennis courts up the hill to the school.  Also
maybe more seating for socializing in both the dog walk area and on the other side of the tennis court. A 
trash can inside the tennis court may be a nice addition.  Too many people leave empty water bottles, tenni
can tops, etc. on the court.

A lovely patch of green in a pleasant neighborhood. Keep it • 
as is, and above all,  keep it safe. The park is perfect and I like 
it.  What sets this park apart from other parks is its feeling of 
open space (4x)
Fenced in dog park (3x)• 
No fenced-in dog park (2x) - same handwriting opposing • 
previous comments
Do not take away sledding hill • 
Repave pathway to John Adams School• 
Better entry/exit to Sibley St• 
More baby/toddler play area would be nice• 
Tennis courts with lights (3x)• 
No tennis courts with lights (3x)- same handwriting opposing • 
previous comments
All this park needs are a couple of of benches• 
No more parking spaces up the hill• 
No dogs off-leash• 
Dogs should remain off-leash  (same handwriting opposing • 
previous comments)
Love tennis courts (2x)• 
Add benches (2x)• 
playground• 

Response
Could be maintained on a more regular basis and path from courts to school be redone 
Gate the dog park
Greater little park with aforementioned improvements.
I hope the expanded parking at John Adams School doesn't take park land.
It is a perfect area for dogs.
It is fabulous!
It's a great green space!
It's a lovely space that could be much nicer.
Lovely space. Needs some sprucing. And sadly needs to keep the destructive folks out. Hard to do 
Needs better landscaping to beautify it, a seating area to sit and read. 
Night time lighting could be enhanced to provide extra sense of security. 
Off leash dogs can sometimes be a problem along the path. 
Please get rid of the poison ivy
TOO MUCH POISON IVY IN SURROUNDING AREA.
Thanks for asking.
add parking at top of hill behind ball field

The dog park should be on the other side of the tennis courts where it was meant to be originally.
Open up rear portion for more use. Currently most of the accessible area is right next to the road. 

Adding a fence area with kissing gates to securely keep dogs apart from pedistrian foot traffic and car traffic 
flow.
Install lights on the pathway to make is safer for commuters; fence in the dog part to make it a usable place
to exercise your dog.
The paved trail connecting the park with John Adams school is in very bad condition.  It should be repaved
with porous material.
An Alexandria bike patrol officer presence would enhance our sense of security while using the park
The baseball field around the school seems out of place, and under used. This area used to be a communa
field where games were played, dogs were walked and kids could play.  Now it's fenced off from the 
community and only used on weekends by a handful of people during the spring and fall. This area could 
provide needed parking for the school, and open fields or a track for neighborhood use which would be 
much more useful.
It's a great spot for those who live in the area. I use it almost daily walking my dog and playing with my son. 
It just needs beautification and more frequent upkeep.
I love the space, sometimes stopping there in the colder months to read from my car; just a great place to 
be able to ponder nature, and enjoy the seasons.
I DO NOT want to see organized activities. The kids and people need open space they can use as they
want. There should be a sign with usage details. There is a neighbor who spends his time telling people the
are not allowed to walk on the grass there and threatening to call the police. The tennis courts should be 
usable by small children riding ride on toys. There is no where in the neighborhood for them to do that. Or 
you could transform the parking lot are into a tot lot for that and make people park on the street where there 
is a ton of unused parking. the sidewalk on the street is also never shoveled out when it snows making the 
park unusable for many days/weeks.

It's currently a social gathering place for everyone; parents with toddlers, parents with infants, dog walkers
bicyclists, nature lovers and walkers. It's a gem!
The makeshift paths from the apartments to this park need to be removed or made permanent.   The
stabbing incident here was scary!!

I have never seen tennis courts in use. This space could be something else. There are not really any signs 
explaining Dora Kelly nature preserve in this area. An exhibit (maybe just bulletin board) explaining wildlife, 
seasonal updates (including return of hunting season) would be nice to see. Play equipment would be great 
since there aren't any neighborhood playgrounds and school use is not allowed during school hours. 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the 
Park?
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Install play features and remove unfenced dog area
While the John Adams School playground is a short distance from 
this area of Chambliss Park, it is up a hill, making it inaccessible, 
and not available to non-school aged children during school hours. 
This plan recommends small play areas scattered along a new 
pathway. Some of the features would cater towards non-school 
age children and would include a nature-based theme to �t within 
the surrounding environment. This would replace the unfenced 
dog area, which is rarely used for its intended purpose. Removal of 
the unfenced dog area requires an amendment to the City’s Dog 
Park Master Plan.

Construct nature trail
A new soft surface nature trail, beginning at Chambliss and 
Fillmore would bring park users through the park, connecting to a 
pathway system. Benches along the trail near the play equipment 
would provide quiet seating areas.

Recon�gure the existing east-west pathway
The current path connecting Chambliss to John Adams School is in 
poor condition. Sharp angles create areas
that are out of view. To increase visibility and safety, this plan 
recommends recon�guring the path slightly north. The path will 
also require a switchback down the hill to be Americans with 
Disabilities Act compliant.

Install bike racks
Bike racks will be added to the parking 
lot entrance and can be useful for 
cyclists using the adjacent entrance to 
the Holmes Run Valley Stream bike trail.

Convert the parking lot to an unfenced dog park with 
landscape barrier along the street and Resource Protection 
Area (RPA)
The existing parking lot is under used as there is street parking 
along the park on Chambliss St. There is community support 
for a fenced dog area in Chambliss Park, however, the Dog Park 
Master Plan stipulates that fenced dog areas must be 1/2 acre, 
50 ft. from a residential property, and 60 ft from any stream bed 
or water source. The only area of the park that meets these size 
requirements is area shown in recommendation #1, however, it 
would �ll the entire area. Sta� does not support such a highly 
dedicated park use in a location with passive and natural 
character. Instead, this plan recommends an unfenced dog area 
at the parking lot with a landscape barrier to prevent dogs from 
running into the RPA and street.
Create park entrance and trail from Scott Street
Park users have created a desire line and opening in the woods 
from Scott Street to the park. This indicates the need to formally 
establish this as a trail. The park entrance would include a 
re�nished wooden fence at the dead end of Scott Street, a park 
sign, and a soft surface nature trail. This trail would provide 
improved access for students and their parents to walk to John 
Adams School through the park.

Convert the John Adams School parking lot to play �elds
The draft 2015 Long-Range Educational Facilities Plan proposes 
a school addition and parking lot in the current location of the 
school’s playground, concurrent with the implementation of the 
road network outlined in the Beauregard Small Area Plan.  As 
a result, a play area and play �elds would be established in the 
location of the existing parking lot. The Chambliss Neighborhood 
Park Plan supports this proposal as it creates a more cohesive 
recreation area.

This area will be re-
established as open 
space in 2015 in 
conjunction with the 
John Adams Parking Lot 
Expansion Project (SUP 
#2014-0002)

2
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Install plaza with game tables and seat wall
This plan recommends constructing a plaza on the corner of 
Reed and Commonwealth. Along the edge of the plaza would 
be a seating wall with built-in game tables and secured chairs. 
The plaza will serve as a community gathering spot, visible from 
all sides. Game pieces, such as dominos, chess, and checkers, 
could be checked out from Cora Kelly Recreation Center, creating 
a connection between the two facilities. Trees along the edges 
would provide shade for the seating.

1

Retain the two landscape gardens at the corner of the Park
When the City acquired this Park in 2009, a community group 
volunteered their services to create and maintain two gardens on 
the corner of Reed and Commonwealth. This plan recommends 
retaining the site and adding irrigation to them. 

2

Add a park sign to create a de�ned entrance
A formal sign would de�ne the entrance and recognize the site 
as a recreational space. The sign would be  most visible along 
Commonwealth Avenue.

3

Plant trees along Commonwealth Avenue
Planting trees along Commonwealth Avenue will provide shade 
and de�ne the edge of the Park. The trees should be limbed up to 
5 feet to allow clear visibility into the Park.  

4

Convert maintenance path into formal entrance
The former site’s driveway is now used as a maintenance path for 
the park, however the asphalt abruptly ends after about 20 feet 
into the park. This plan recommends this as a location for a Park 
entrance with a sign and a path connecting to the Plaza. It also 
recommends removing the evergreen trees along Reed Street 
which currently block the view into the park.

5

Create shaded play areas
This plan recommends creating four spaces with trees and 
interactive and/or climbing features. Each of the four spaces may 
be designed with a di�erent play element, such as a hammock, 
boulder, movable bench (such as a joggle board), or climbing 
sculpture. The features are meant to be used by both children and 
adults to encourage all ages to use the site and move around to 
di�erent stations. 

6

Create unprogrammed play space by re-grading and 
installing irrigation in the center green space
The center of this park is currently wide open, however, it is not 
in the condition for recreational use. Re-grading the open area 
and installing irrigation will provide an open lawn for a variety 
of active and passive uses. Programmed sports would not be 
permitted here in order to maintain the grass for more universal 
use by the community. The park will remain unfenced.

7
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be a safe place for children to explore1. 

2. Be a place to create social connections with neighbors

3. Have lots of activity

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as being 
0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help 
determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term 
incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is used 
and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes 
what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” 
in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, seventeen of which were specific to Ewald Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Ewald Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the open lawn?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 8%
Enhance it 5 38%
Transform it 7 54%
Explain
Maybe expand the playground or build a gazebo or something of interest
No one's played baseball here for years. Anything will improve!
Turf this.  May be the most used open space in small park in the city.
All dirt and rocks totally unusable and unsafe
Put it to good use

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 8 61%
Enhance it 4 31%
Transform it 1 8%
Explain
Add bike parking
Needs white stripes to mark parking spaces.

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 9 69%
Transform it 4 31%
Explain
Need to make this area more family friendly
The playground is basic, old and needs enhancement or transformation.
We could use a playground suitable for younger children.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 4 31%
Transform it 9 69%
Explain
A public pool would be great for the neighborhood.
Either fix it up and use it or replace it with something else.
If it's not to be used as a pool, then transform to be useful!
Open it for use.
Spray grounds would be awesome
Keep closed fill it in and turn it into open space!  Maybe a picnic shelter!

Market the facility, no one knew it was there. Lack of hours hurt pool use. Needed 
weekend hours so parents could take their kids.

What would you like done with the pool and bath 
house? (Currently closed)

Add small turf soccer fields/futsal courts.  Many people play soccer in the open area, 
so enhancing this area would be attractive

It would be great to actually have the pool and bathhouse open again, but I 
understand that it was closed due to funding and the perceived abundance of 
private pools in the immediate West End area.  In the absence of re-opening that 
facility, transforming it into something useable would certainly be a welcomed 
change.

What would you like done with the open lawn?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 8%
Enhance it 5 38%
Transform it 7 54%
Explain
Maybe expand the playground or build a gazebo or something of interest
No one's played baseball here for years. Anything will improve!
Turf this.  May be the most used open space in small park in the city.
All dirt and rocks totally unusable and unsafe
Put it to good use

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 8 61%
Enhance it 4 31%
Transform it 1 8%
Explain
Add bike parking
Needs white stripes to mark parking spaces.

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 9 69%
Transform it 4 31%
Explain
Need to make this area more family friendly
The playground is basic, old and needs enhancement or transformation.
We could use a playground suitable for younger children.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 4 31%
Transform it 9 69%
Explain
A public pool would be great for the neighborhood.
Either fix it up and use it or replace it with something else.
If it's not to be used as a pool, then transform to be useful!
Open it for use.
Spray grounds would be awesome
Keep closed fill it in and turn it into open space!  Maybe a picnic shelter!

Market the facility, no one knew it was there. Lack of hours hurt pool use. Needed 
weekend hours so parents could take their kids.

What would you like done with the pool and bath 
house? (Currently closed)

Add small turf soccer fields/futsal courts.  Many people play soccer in the open area, 
so enhancing this area would be attractive

It would be great to actually have the pool and bathhouse open again, but I 
understand that it was closed due to funding and the perceived abundance of 
private pools in the immediate West End area.  In the absence of re-opening that 
facility, transforming it into something useable would certainly be a welcomed 
change.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 8 53%
Enhance it 5 33%
Transform it 2 13%
Explain

Appreciate the energy efficient night lighting
FUTSAL COURT!!  Would be used 24/7by the community.
I see the courts being used quite often.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 4 29%
Transform it 10 71%
Explain
A public pool would be great for the neighborhood.
Bring back the tennis courts! Maintain them
FUTSAL Court!
Give us back our tennis courts!

What would you like done with the former tennis 
court

What would you like done with the basketball 
court?

This comment applies to all park elements:  The big issue is safety and lack of 
"nice" things.  There's lots of people hanging (read: "cat calls", up to no good, 
etc...)around as a result of the local apartment complex The Fields and the 7-11.    I 
do believe keeping the basketball court is a good thing because it will keep the kids 
from the area engaged and lower potential crime.  Also, kids routinely walk across 
Duke  without using the cross walk, making it unsafe and it disrupts traffic.  The 7-
11 is also a problem.  The Alexandria PD always has a police car there, which tells 
you that crime in that area is a problem.  The Park and surrounding area needs a 
revamp.

Add multi-sport component to the basketball court for futsal, hockey, and other 
sports

Please do SOMETHING with this.  There is so much wasted/unused space in this 
park!

What would you like done with the open lawn?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 8%
Enhance it 5 38%
Transform it 7 54%
Explain
Maybe expand the playground or build a gazebo or something of interest
No one's played baseball here for years. Anything will improve!
Turf this.  May be the most used open space in small park in the city.
All dirt and rocks totally unusable and unsafe
Put it to good use

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 8 61%
Enhance it 4 31%
Transform it 1 8%
Explain
Add bike parking
Needs white stripes to mark parking spaces.

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 9 69%
Transform it 4 31%
Explain
Need to make this area more family friendly
The playground is basic, old and needs enhancement or transformation.
We could use a playground suitable for younger children.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 4 31%
Transform it 9 69%
Explain
A public pool would be great for the neighborhood.
Either fix it up and use it or replace it with something else.
If it's not to be used as a pool, then transform to be useful!
Open it for use.
Spray grounds would be awesome
Keep closed fill it in and turn it into open space!  Maybe a picnic shelter!

Market the facility, no one knew it was there. Lack of hours hurt pool use. Needed 
weekend hours so parents could take their kids.

What would you like done with the pool and bath 
house? (Currently closed)

Add small turf soccer fields/futsal courts.  Many people play soccer in the open area, 
so enhancing this area would be attractive

It would be great to actually have the pool and bathhouse open again, but I 
understand that it was closed due to funding and the perceived abundance of 
private pools in the immediate West End area.  In the absence of re-opening that 
facility, transforming it into something useable would certainly be a welcomed 
change.
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Ewald
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 17

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 14 82%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 3 18%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 15 88%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 0 0%
Between 1-2 miles 1 6%
Over 2 miles 1 6%

Value Count Percent
I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 3 25%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 10 83%
There is not enough parking 1 8%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 6 67%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 5 36%
Monthly 3 21%
Yearly 6 43%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check all 
that apply)

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank
Be a safe place for children to 
explore

127 1

Be a place to create social 
connections with neighbors

97 2

Have lots of activity 96 3
Be a place to relax 74 4

Be more accessible 61 5

Provide organized recreational 
opportunities

59 6

Be a space to go exercise on my 
own

59 7

Provide opportunity to explore 
nature

41 8

Provide educational opportunities 35 9

Help reduce environmental 
impacts from urban surroundings

32 10

Response

A larger playground or area for my child to play
Good tennis courts that are in a safe park
Improved soccer fields, futsal courts 
Quality playing surface
Restrooms!
Benches
I can't really say, but it's really tragic.  Inner city parks in major metropolitan cities 
are more enjoyable.  There's a huge field in the back that has potential...but I'm not 
sure what should go there.  Maybe a jungle gym for kids?

A beautiful, relaxing spot for neighbors to gather. It's currently a spot for kids to 
loiter and smoke pot. It needs to be turned into a much better spot for all neighbors 
not just bored kids.

A family friendly vibe.If the tennis courts were repaired a children's tennis program 
could be scheduled there. 

First Topic: In the distant past I had observed seniors gathering for breakfast at the 
McD’s on South Van Dorn Street. Then the building was refurbished and the chairs 
and tables were anchored so that the furniture could no longer be gathered together 
for people to sit in groups. Next the seniors from the West End gathered at the 
McD’s on North Paxton Street and Duke Street. This building was also refurbished 
and the chairs and tables anchored so that they could no longer be moved together 
for a gathering of customers. The seniors stopped gathering there. A “senior room” 
at Ewald Park should have moveable furniture so that seniors could carry in 
breakfast and converse. The City has been stalling for a number of years on having 
a Senior Center out here in the West End. An extensive survey was conducted as to 
the needs, and the results were included in the Chinquapin Recreation Center. Just 
a reminder: In the “planned” communities of either Columbia, Maryland or Reston, 
Virginia the seniors gathered in a Laundromat because there were chairs there! 
Perhaps a request should be submitted for a Laundromat in Ewald Park so the 
seniors would have a place to gather. Another topic: The Central Library has a large 
number of students using the Internet Terminal from about 3:00 PM to about 5:00 
PM during the school year. Perhaps some Internet Terminals should be installed in 
Ewald Park for the children to use in the afternoon when school has let out. During 
the morning and during the evening the terminals would be available for adults. 
Parking: The space available for vehicle parking is about 16 or 18 spaces. White 
lines on the asphalt would be helpful. Would one handicap parking space be the 
correct amount?

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued 
higher than the following ranks, the score is the sum of all 
weighted rank counts.

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?

Response

People frequently cross Duke Street to get to the park, and do not use the crosswalk 
at the intersection with Jordan Street. Since cars coming west are coming down a 
hill and have limited visibility, crossers are at greater risk of being struck. This needs 
to be addressed somehow.

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 
about the Park?

More organized and supervised activities for children, teaching about litter 
prevention
It needs a complete overhaul and a cross walk across the street. People cross the
street and don't care that cars have to stop.  It's all the young kids from the 
surrounding area.  Someone will get hit at some point.  Also, the 7-11 creates huge 
problems.  Doesn't really make anyone feel safe that there's a constant police 
presence there and often times at the park.

The state of the pool/bathhouse makes the entire park downright unappealing.  The 
park has an appearance that is haggard, neglected, and completely unwelcoming.
There is just too much wasted, unused, and/or decrepit looking space!  People do 
not feel comfortable using the space for anything outside of basketball and soccer 
games.  There are safety concerns at night due to the substandard lighting in the 
area, making it a draw to kids who want to smoke, drink, have sex and hang out.
It's absolutely appalling that the city has let this park decay to this level!

Park is not safe to use.  Basketball court is only real usable area currently.  Pick-up 
semi-organized soccer fills the grass area and has left the area dirt and rocks only!
Bring back nice tennis courts

The park is well used for basketball and soccer - perhaps an actual soccer field 
should be put in for these pickup games. The hidden portion of the playground 
makes it dangerous and under utilized. Lighting should be put in and the pool 
expanded for actual use.
There is a major issue with this park and that is accessibility. There is a lack of a 
crosswalk across Duke Street from The Fields apartments to the park. This 
intersection is so very dangerous because the kids from this apartment complex do 
not walk down to the crosswalk at Jordan and Duke Streets. They cross Duke in the 
middle of the street either stopping traffic or getting close to being hit by a car. It's 
an incredibly dangerous area for adults and children.

Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked park 
users to write down what they would like their park to look like in 
the future. Park users recorded the following comments between 
September to November 2014 (image shown above from October 27). 

Basketball (10x) including indoor basketball• 
Football field (13x)• 
Youth basketball tournaments• 
Indoor pool• 
New soccer field• 
New playground (2x)• 
Exercise area (2x)• 
change colors of basketball court (2x)• 
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DUKE

DUKE

Vernon Street

Colonial Street

Powhatan Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (December 2014)

Park Boundary 
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Expand parking lot and create turnaround
The current parking lot is small, unstriped and does not allow 
for turnaround space. This plan proposes expanding the lot and 
including a landscaped median to provide a turnaround. It would 
also include parking spaces for disabled park users.

2
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Create pedestrian entrance plaza near Duke St./Jordon 
intersection
A new formalized entrance to the park would create a small space 
for a park sign, benches, and bike racks. It would also provide 
park access close to the Duke Street and S. Jordan intersection, 
encouraging safer pedestrian access.

2

Install a second basketball court and maintenance path 
(alternatively, court may be area for �tness equipment)
The existing basketball court is one of the most popular in the City. 
A second court would help meet the demand at this park.

3

Renovate the turf and install a walking path
The park holds one of the largest and most popular unfenced 
turf areas in the City. This plan proposes adding irrigation and 
re-tur�ng the �eld to better sustain the active use. Steps from 
the futsal courts to the open turf area may also serve as spectator 
seating. A path around the �eld will create a location for running 
and walking. Walking the path seven times would equal a mile.

4

Replace the pool and poolhouse with two futsal courts
The pool has been closed since 2011. When it was open there was 
low use as the site is not condusive to a high capacity aquatics 
facility. The current poolhouse blocks visibility from Duke Street 
creating an unsafe setting behind it. This plan recommends 
replacing the pool and poolhouse with futsal (soccer) courts to 
meet the increasing demand in the city. 

5

Restore the existing playground to forest area
This area is hidden from the street and di�cult to access. 
Planting new trees in this site will help increase the tree canopy 
in the city, per the Urban Forestry Master Plan.

6

Remove the trees and re-grade to improve visability from 
Duke Street
The existing row of trees, in combination with the topography, 
cause a visual barrier from Duke St and make it seem unsafe. 
Removing the trees will increase visibility into the playground. 

7

Move the playground to the former tennis court area
Moving the playground to the former tennis court area will 
increase its visibility from Duke St and encourage greater use. It 
will also include new and modern equipment and may integrate 
water features.

8

Install shade structure and picnic area
A shaded area with seating will provide a community gathering 
space.

9

Reserve space for community building
A community building can provide space for civic meetings, 
restrooms, and recreation o�ces. The location of the building 
allows for sightlines throughout the park to increase surveilance. 
It is also located next to the picnic area to allow for joint uses. 

10

1

1

Duke Street

Ewald Park
Improvement Recommendations (Spring 2015)
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Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015) 1

1

5

4

2

Seek partner agreements with 
neighbors on park plantings
The park is for public use. Many private 
properties have planted within the park 
boundary. An agreement would ensure 
the plants are appropriate variety and 
non-invasive. 

23
Formalize park entrance as a nature
trail entrance at Hickory St.
Currently, the only public park
entrance from Hickory St. is unmarked.
A sign and park map would indicate that
this is a public entrance leading to a
trail and playground. Marking this as the
entrance will also encourage park users 
to enter through the public route rather 
than through private openings.

3 Eradicate invasive species and 
restore natural area
This section of the park is the most
disturbed, with some mature native trees, 
but mostly pervasive invasives like 
Tree-of-Heaven, Bush Honeysuckle, etc.  
This is the area of the park with most of 
the active dumping of 
private materials.

4 Continue native plant restoration
This area is a very steep, sandy, 
“no public access” hillside formerly 
covered in Kudzu. In the past two years, 
the Natural Resource Division has 
substantially planted appropriate native 
plants. Sta� has also installed educational 
signage (“Native Plant Conservation 
Zone”) in this area.

5

5

Conserve remnant trees
The grassy knoll is an area of old remnant 
trees, likely from the historic Warwick 
estate. This includes a large, old Southern 
Red Oak and Black Cherry, as well as 
numerous mature Post Oak, Mockernut 
and Pignut hickories, American Elm, etc. 
Notable trees would be marked and 
preserved with environmental education 
signage.  

6

7

6

Construct nature trail
The current makeshift trail through the 
woods, connecting the playground and 
open lawn shows the desire for a formal 
nature trail. A new trail would include 
stairs to allow safe access up the slope. 
This would also create an area for children
to explore nature. 

7

Improve access from Kennedy St.
There is currently no designated 
pedestrian crossing across Kennedy Street 
and park users, including children, often 
jaywalkto enter the park. Access 
improvements may include a crosswalk 
and signage at Ancell St. to create a safer 
intersection with a better de�ned street 
crossing.
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Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)
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Convert half of the parking lot to expand the unfenced dog 
area and add shrubs and natural barrier along street
The existing parking lot is, for the most part, not used for park 
users, despite it being within an area zoned for recreational 
purposes. There is community support for a fenced dog area in 
Hoo�s Run Park & Greenway, however, there are no appropriate 
locations as the Dog Park Master Plan stipulates that fenced dog 
areas must be 1/2 acre and 50 ft. from a residential property. 

The existing unfenced dog area could be expanded into the 
parking lot. Shrubs and other plantings can be planted along 
Commonwealth Ave and Oak street to de�ne the edges of the 
unfenced dog area and create a natural barrier to stop unleashed 
dogs from going into the street.

2

1 Install bike share station
The parking lot is located in an ideal location for a bike share 
station because it is 1/2 mile from other bike share stations and a 
short distance from commercial areas. (This station would need to 
be re-located upon implementation of recommendation #2).

Install backboard at the tennis court for solo play
There is community support to add a backboard to this already 
popular tennis court to allow for solo practice.

3

Add park furniture
The park entrance at Walnut and Marsteller Streets is very shaded 
from three large and well established trees. The shade provides 
a great location to place benches for park users to enjoy a cup of 
co�ee or socialize. A trash can and small park information board 
can also be placed at this site.

4

Paint or cover the concrete area with public art
The concrete surface currently serves no above ground purpose 
other than to cover a culvert. This plan recommends that the 
O�ce of the Arts conduct a “call to artists,” per the 2014 Public Art 
Master Plan implementation strategy, to �nd an enlivening and 
interactive design for the surface. 

5

Renovate trail between Maple and Linden Streets
While used by many commuters to and from the Metro, the 
existing trail has hidden entrances and feels unsafe. The adjacent 
fence has deteriorated with overgrown vines and brush within 
it. A new fence, marked entrances, and new pervious surfacing 
would make this path a safer route and community asset. 

7

Consider access easment to connect trail
The parcel at Maple Street that seems to connect the trail is 
private property. An access easment along the site would 
complete a public path from the Metro through Rosemont.

6

Renovate the parking lot to de�ne the space 
The existing gravel parking lot appears informal and non-
standard. This plan recommends replacing the parking lot surface 
with a pervious asphalt surface to allow water to �ow through. 
The lot should also be stripped and marked with standard signs 
to indicate that it is parking for park use. Bike racks can also be 
added to the lot.

8

Install way�nding signage
Signs with a map of the park will help identify the park and orient 
trail users.

*Note: This plan does not recommend further improvements  
south of Rosemont Avenue at this time because the area was 
recently updated as part of the playground renovation. 

9

6
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What do you want your neighborhood park to look like  
in 5, 10, or 20 years? 
Tell the City, help us plan! 

 
The Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities is currently planning for the City’s existing 
Neighborhood Parks, which are characterized as being 0.5 - 10 acres and serving neighbors within half a mile.  
 
You can help by informing us of YOUR neighborhood park needs. This plan will help determine budgeting 
priorities and recommendations for both short and longterm incremental improvements, ensuring that 
neighborhood parks serve Alexandria’s needs now and into the future. 
 
Provide your input in two ways: 
Take a survey about the park you use here: 
http://alexandria.Neighborhood-Park-Survey.sgizmo.com/s3/ 
 
Or attend one of the following Park Planning Workshops: 
 
District 2 Workshop, includes: Beach Park, Hooffs Run Park & Greenway, Timberland Park, Goat Hill Park, 
Landover Park, Angel Park, Hume Springs Park, 3550 Commonwealth Ave 
Saturday, October 25, 9am-11am, Mt. Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave 
 
For more information on the Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan Project, please contact 
Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov  or  703-746-5491. 
 
 
 

 
RunningBrooke is proud to be partnering with the City of Alexandria to fund improvements 

to the Hume Springs Playground.  Please join us on October 25th to give your feedback on 

the exciting transformation of your neighborhood park! 
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¿Cómo te gustaría que se viera el parque de TU barrio en los 
siguientes 5, 10 ó 20 años? 

¡Cuéntanos y ayúdanos a planear! 
 
El Departamento de Recreación, Parques y Actividades Culturales está actualmente trabajando con los parques 
de los barrios de la ciudad, los cuales se caracterizan por tener un área entre 0,5-10 acres y servir a las 
comunidades que viven a media milla de éstos. A continuación se muestra un mapa con los parques que están 
siendo evaluados. 
 
Tú nos puedes ayudar informándonos acerca de las necesidades que afronta el parque de TU barrio.  Este plan 
ayudará a determinar las prioridades presupuestales y recomendaciones a corto y largo plazo, garantizando que 
estos parques sirvan las necesidades de hoy y mañana. 
 
Nos puedes proveer tus comentarios de las siguientes dos maneras: 
Tomando la encuesta 
 
Ó yendo a unos de los talleres: 
 
Distrito 2 (incluye los siguientes parques: Beach, Hooff’s Run Park & Greenway, Timberland, Goat Hill, 
Landover, Angel, Hume Springs, 3550 Commonwealth Ave): Sábado, 25 de octubre de 9:00 - 11:00 AM, 
Mount Vernon Recreation Center, 2701 Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
 
Para más información acerca de este proyecto, por favor contáctanos Dana.Wedeles@alexandriava.gov   
o 703-746-5491 
 
 

 
RunningBrooke se enorgullece de colaborar con la ciudad de Alexandria para financiar las 

mejorias en el Playground de Hume Springs.  Por favor únase a nosotros el 25 Octubre para 

dar su opinión sobre la emocionante transformaciones de este Parque! 
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Renovate playground 
The existing playground is outdated and does not meet the 
community needs, particularly for non-school aged children that 
cannot use the Cora Kelly playground during the day. A renovated 
playground will include more natural features that promote 
imaginative play and exploration. 

1

Replace the fence and enhance entrance
Currently, the park is surrounded by a 12 foot high chain link 
fence. While originally installed  to address safety concerns in the 
past, the fence today serves as a physical, visual, and social barrier 
to the park. This plan recommends replacing the fence with a  
4 foot black picket fence.  The fence will prevent children from 
running into the street, but will not be a de�ning characteristic of 
the park, as the existing fence is today.

Install outdoor �tness equipment
There is a desire for outdoor �tness equipment throughout the 
city. Providing the �xtures in this park will create a destination 
for a diversity of park users, ranging in age, and promote �tness 
and health. While there are currently two pull up bars in the 
playground, the new features will be separated from the child-
oriented area within the park.

3

Transform asphalt into painted stroller parking area
The asphalt area, currently an eyesore, will be painted and 
designated as a stroller parking area. Bright colors will add  
cheerfulness to the site. It will remain a �at hardscape so that 
it can continue to be used as event space for neighborhood 
gatherings.

4

Provide rain gardens 
There are two covered drains in the Park that often collect debris 
and have standing water surrounding them after rain events. This 
often creates mosquito breeding areas. Creating rain gardens 
around these drains will provide a better system to address water 
and be attractive planted areas.

5

Create shaded social seating areas
This plan recommends installing round tables to provide places 
to relax, picnic, and socialize. They can also be used as seating for 
neighborhood events.

6

Provide butter�y garden
A butter�y garden near the playground will be visually pleasing 
and provide an area for natural habitat within a largely urban 
setting. A small path system through the garden will encourage 
children to interact with nature.

7

Note: The City has partnered with 
RunningBrooke to fund this Playground 
renovation within the next year. As a result, 
the City and Organization have developed the 
Park Conceptual Plan in greater detail than 
other Neighborhood Park Plans.
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Install crosswalks from Burgess Ave across 
Landover St 
Currently, there are no crosswalks across 
Landover Street near the park entrance. 
Crosswalks would both serve as a tra�c calming 
measure and as a visual cue to the park entrance.
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Plant a new line of healthy trees and replace 
the fence along Landover St 
The existing trees along the street are in poor 
health and the existing fence is in bad condition, 
providing a poor sightline along the park. A new 
4 ft standard fence and new trees would make 
the park more welcoming and clean.

Renovate Park entrance
The entrance has broken asphalt and is unsightly. An tidier park entrance would 
make the park more attractive.

Install stairs to connect to Warwick Pool
There is currently an opening in the fence between Warwick Pool and Landover 
Park, however there are no stairs to connect down the steep slope. Installation 
of stairs would provide a safer connection for Park users and stop the desire line 
from causing further erosion.

Create a new park entrance on the north corner of the park
A new entrance would encourage pedestrians to enter from north end of the 
park and create a better access from Mt. Vernon Ave. Incorporating the existing 
wooden poles into the entrance can make a unique entrance and Park feature.

Wrap the wooden poles with colorful material
The wooden poles, left from previous on site structure, could 
provide an opportunity for public art if wrapped with printed 
material, such as mylar. 

6

Install railroad ties or other low barrier along playground
A barrier along the playground will prevent mulch from 
entering the rubber surface area.

Install shade structures over benches
The playground is very hot in the summer. Shade 
structures overhead would make the site more 
comfortable for children and care-givers. 

7

Install a fence along the corner of the Park
The area behind the pool is hidden from 
view and provides a safety concern. Closing 
it o� from the public will help keep people, 

9

8

1

2
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5

1

particularly children, from entering the 
area. The area behind the fence should be 

planted as a meadow or woodland 
area to lower maintenance needs.
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Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)
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Provide standard way�nding signage
The existing sign at the corner of Je�erson and Fayette Streets 
is outdated and does not provide directional information to 
guide visitors to di�erent uses on the site. A new sign would 
meet the City’s way�nding standards and help avoid confusion. 
New directional signs from Route One and throughout the 
neighborhood will also provide guidance to the Lee Center.
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Develop landscape plan and replace trees in front of the building 
The existing foundation planting of shrubs and trees along the 
north side of the building is overgrown and impacts building repairs 
including windows and utilities.  Remove overgrown shrubs to allow 
site surveillance and replace with low native species perennial grasses 
and/or shrubs.  Remove approximately 5 trees and reestablish in 
locations closer to the parking area/away from building foundation.

Install pathway to connect the outdoor 
facilities in the front and back of the 
building
Access is the biggest challenge to the Lee 
Center site. To access the playgrounds 
and courts, park users must either walk 
through the site parking lot or through the 
building (when its open). A four foot path 
on the east side of the site will provide a 
safe way to reach all park features. For the 
path to run along the south side of the 
building, the tennis court fence will need 
to be cut at a 45 degree angle (known as 
a “California Corner”). The pool fence will 
also need to be moved inward.

Install new path to connect the Lee Center back 
entrance to the Courts and Playgrounds
A new path will provide a clear way for visitors to 
access the recreational features in the back of the 
center.

Hold design competition to determine interim 
use for the closed pool
The Lee Center Pool has been closed since 2009. 
The 2012 Aquatics Facility Feasibility Study 
recommends the Lee Center pool be re-purposed 
as a therapeutic pool. Given the high cost of this 
recommendation, the pool is not likely to be 
re-purposed for many years. This plan suggests 
holding a design competition to determine 
an innovative and inexpensive interim use. 
Some ideas include a greenhouse, play surface, 
or skateboard park. Any interim use must be 
American with Disabilities Act compliant.  

Plant a meadow between the building and new 
pathway
A meadow will help beautify the site, which 
currently lacks any plantings.
Construct new accessible playground
The Miracle League of Alexandria is currently 
working with sta� to install a new playground with 
accessible play features. The site will be open to the 
public but the primary users will be the therapeutic 
recreation programs, based in the Nannie J. 
Lee Center. The playground will have a music 
theme and be named for Ruthanne Lodato. The 
playground plan also calls for trees to be planted 
along the playground.
Install �tness equipment
There is an increased need for outdoor adult �tness 
equipment throughout the city. This is an ideal 
location because the Alexandria Fire Department 
(AFD) uses the area for �tness training, often 
bringing their own portable equipment to the site. 
Permanent equipment would allow a shared use 
between the public and AFD.
Plant new trees in the parking lot
The parking lot does not meet the City of 
Alexandria Landscape Guidelines which requires 
planted tree islands for every ten spaces. New trees 
will provide shade and help green the asphalt area.

Add picnic tables and grill
A picnic area could be rented for outdoor 
gatherings or be used by the Nannie J. Lee Center 
after-school and summer camp programs.
Irrigate �eld using condensation from the 
building’s HVAC system
Using condensation from the Lee Center’s HVAC 
system for irrigation can be an energy-e�cient 
water management strategy. It can also serve as a 
demonstration on LEED design for the entire City.
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be a safe place for children to explore1. 

2. Provide organized recreational opportunities

3. Have lots of activity

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as 
being 0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan 
will help determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and 
long-term incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve 
Alexandria's needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park 
is used and how it could be improved in the future. The following information 
summarizes what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and 
“graffiti board” in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, fourteen of which were specific to Luckett Field/Schuyler 
Hamilton Skate Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Luckett Field/

Schuyler Hamilton Skate Park
Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the skate park?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 4 57%
Enhance it 3 43%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain

Add to the park 

What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 11%
Enhance it 6 67%
Transform it 2 22%
Explain
Batting cages.
Make it accessible without a permit.
Please consider creating a useful baseball facility here with turf

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 3 43%
Enhance it 2 29%
Transform it 2 29%
Explain
Could use an upgrade.

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 14%
Enhance it 5 71%
Transform it 1 14%
Explain
Could use another bench inside the skatepark area.

There is always a lot of trash in the park. It needs to be picked up every morning 
when it opens

The field should be transformed into a multi-purpose facility that can be used for 
Little League Baseball, 50-70 baseball, softball, tee ball, coach pitch baseball and 
other rec. sports

Playground and open space. Not useable by younger kids and more people seem 
to go to the baseball field near Monroe Ave

Turf entire facility.  Add batting cages.  make it a multi-purpose facility.  add 
bathroom facility/Jiffy John.
This field is bigger than it needs to be for its typical uses--youth baseball/softball 
and adult softball.  It could be transformed, along with changes to parking, into two 
fields--a 60' field with a mound and a softball/multi-use field.  The city needs 
additional 60' fields with mounds, cages, and bullpens.

What would you like done with the skate park?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 4 57%
Enhance it 3 43%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain

Add to the park 

What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 11%
Enhance it 6 67%
Transform it 2 22%
Explain
Batting cages.
Make it accessible without a permit.
Please consider creating a useful baseball facility here with turf

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 3 43%
Enhance it 2 29%
Transform it 2 29%
Explain
Could use an upgrade.

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 14%
Enhance it 5 71%
Transform it 1 14%
Explain
Could use another bench inside the skatepark area.

There is always a lot of trash in the park. It needs to be picked up every morning 
when it opens

The field should be transformed into a multi-purpose facility that can be used for 
Little League Baseball, 50-70 baseball, softball, tee ball, coach pitch baseball and 
other rec. sports

Playground and open space. Not useable by younger kids and more people seem 
to go to the baseball field near Monroe Ave

Turf entire facility.  Add batting cages.  make it a multi-purpose facility.  add 
bathroom facility/Jiffy John.
This field is bigger than it needs to be for its typical uses--youth baseball/softball 
and adult softball.  It could be transformed, along with changes to parking, into two 
fields--a 60' field with a mound and a softball/multi-use field.  The city needs 
additional 60' fields with mounds, cages, and bullpens.

What would you like done with the skate park?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 4 57%
Enhance it 3 43%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain

Add to the park 

What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 11%
Enhance it 6 67%
Transform it 2 22%
Explain
Batting cages.
Make it accessible without a permit.
Please consider creating a useful baseball facility here with turf

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 3 43%
Enhance it 2 29%
Transform it 2 29%
Explain
Could use an upgrade.

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 14%
Enhance it 5 71%
Transform it 1 14%
Explain
Could use another bench inside the skatepark area.

There is always a lot of trash in the park. It needs to be picked up every morning 
when it opens

The field should be transformed into a multi-purpose facility that can be used for 
Little League Baseball, 50-70 baseball, softball, tee ball, coach pitch baseball and 
other rec. sports

Playground and open space. Not useable by younger kids and more people seem 
to go to the baseball field near Monroe Ave

Turf entire facility.  Add batting cages.  make it a multi-purpose facility.  add 
bathroom facility/Jiffy John.
This field is bigger than it needs to be for its typical uses--youth baseball/softball 
and adult softball.  It could be transformed, along with changes to parking, into two 
fields--a 60' field with a mound and a softball/multi-use field.  The city needs 
additional 60' fields with mounds, cages, and bullpens.

Luckett
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 14

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 2 15%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 11 85%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 1 8%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 3 23%
Between 1-2 miles 5 39%
Over 2 miles 4 31%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 2 40%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 2 40%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 0 0%
There is not enough parking 0 0%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 2 40%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 5 39%
Monthly 6 46%
Yearly 2 15%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check 
all that apply)
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Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked park users to write down what they would like their park to look like in 
the future. The sign was on site from September to November 2014 (image from October 27).

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank

Be a safe place for children to explore 69 1

Provide organized recreational oppor 66 2
Have lots of activity 58 3

Be a place to create social connectio 39 4

Help reduce environmental impacts fr 35 5

Be a place to relax 27 6
Provide opportunity to explore nature 24 7

Be a space to go exercise on my own 21 8
Be more accessible 19 9
Provide educational opportunities 14 10

Response
Batting cages
Better ballfield
Open space!
Toddler/younger kids playground
more ramps or added structures for skateboarding
mound on ball field; batting cages; bullpen

Response
It needs more shade
The dugouts that were added are a welcome addition. Thank you.
The grounds around the ball field need work, It's dangerous for little kids -- wooded 
area drops off and there's frequently marshy conditions. Overall, grounds are 
uneven, lots of flooding and pooling water. 
It has lights which are at a premium on fields in Alexandria. The field should be 
transformed into a multi-purpose facility that can be used for Little League 
Baseball, 50-70 baseball, softball, tee ball, coach pitch baseball and other rec. 
sports. The entire facility should have field turf installed to cut down on rain outs 
and maintenance issues. With field turf this could be one of the premier multi-
purpose fields in the City. 

Unstructured play by children of all ages. The city fails to provide baseball fields 
that can be accessed by the public. We need places for kids, including teens, to 
play baseball without coaches and parents supervising their every move.
Batting Cages.  Access to bathroom facility.  The field does not drain well and is 
unplayable after a little bit of rain.  Turf field would be fantastic - just played on one 
in DC yesterday, and the boys loved it.
The skate park is nice and has nice landscaping around it but there is always a lot 
of trash in the morning when we like to visit and it is less crowded.
There should be bathrooms, The back stop needs to be modified to stop foul balls 
being lost in the woods. The field does not drain. After a rain event it takes days for 
the field to dry out 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 
about the Park?

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued 
higher than the following ranks, the score is the sum of all 
weighted rank counts.

What is currently NOT in the Park that you 
would like to see there?

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank

Be a safe place for children to explore 69 1

Provide organized recreational oppor 66 2
Have lots of activity 58 3

Be a place to create social connectio 39 4

Help reduce environmental impacts fr 35 5

Be a place to relax 27 6
Provide opportunity to explore nature 24 7

Be a space to go exercise on my own 21 8
Be more accessible 19 9
Provide educational opportunities 14 10

Response
Batting cages
Better ballfield
Open space!
Toddler/younger kids playground
more ramps or added structures for skateboarding
mound on ball field; batting cages; bullpen

Response
It needs more shade
The dugouts that were added are a welcome addition. Thank you.
The grounds around the ball field need work, It's dangerous for little kids -- wooded 
area drops off and there's frequently marshy conditions. Overall, grounds are 
uneven, lots of flooding and pooling water. 
It has lights which are at a premium on fields in Alexandria. The field should be 
transformed into a multi-purpose facility that can be used for Little League 
Baseball, 50-70 baseball, softball, tee ball, coach pitch baseball and other rec. 
sports. The entire facility should have field turf installed to cut down on rain outs 
and maintenance issues. With field turf this could be one of the premier multi-
purpose fields in the City. 

Unstructured play by children of all ages. The city fails to provide baseball fields 
that can be accessed by the public. We need places for kids, including teens, to 
play baseball without coaches and parents supervising their every move.
Batting Cages.  Access to bathroom facility.  The field does not drain well and is 
unplayable after a little bit of rain.  Turf field would be fantastic - just played on one 
in DC yesterday, and the boys loved it.
The skate park is nice and has nice landscaping around it but there is always a lot 
of trash in the morning when we like to visit and it is less crowded.
There should be bathrooms, The back stop needs to be modified to stop foul balls 
being lost in the woods. The field does not drain. After a rain event it takes days for 
the field to dry out 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 
about the Park?

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued 
higher than the following ranks, the score is the sum of all 
weighted rank counts.

What is currently NOT in the Park that you 
would like to see there?
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Proposed bike path
Existing bike path
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Luckett Ball�eld &
Schuyler Hamilton Jones Skate Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)
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Park Boundary

Route a bike path through the parking lot to Quaker Lane
The existing bike route from the city’s east to west goes from 
Colvin St. up to Duke St. and down Wheeler Ave. By installing 
a bike path through the City-owned parking lot and parcel 
south of the ball�eld, cyclists would be able to avoid the busy 
and dangerous section of Duke St.
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Extend pathway and provide ADA access to dugouts and 
seating
There are currently no paths connecting the dugouts, 
bleachers and ball�eld entrance. A new path will connect 
these features and be accessible from the parking lot.

Upgrade ball�eld facilities
This ball�eld needs upgraded dugouts, �rst base �eld access, 
bleachers, and a press box. There is also space to build batting 
cages to help meet a citywide need for this recreational 
feature.

Re-grade the ball�eld and improve drainage
Following rain events there is often standing water in the 
out�eld due to poor drainage. With standing water, games and 
practices are forced to be canceled. Re-grading the �eld and 
improving drainage will greatly improve the maintenance and 
usage of the park.

Replace the modular skate park features with a concrete 
design 
The skate park was built in 2002 with modular features. 
These features have a life span of 15-20 years and will need 
replacement in the upcoming years. This plan recommends 
replacing the site with a the new industry standard of a 
concrete skate park, as shown in the image below. While more 
expensive to construct, concrete requires less maintenance 
and replacement overtime and is preferred by skate boarders. 
Concrete provides smoother and safer surfaces, seamless 
transitions, and design �exibility.  The current site is 12,000 sq. 
ft. and there is room to expand up to 18,000 sq. ft. 

Install new pathway from the east corner of the Park
Many skateboarders take the Duke St. bus to the Park, using 
the bus stop on the corner of Duke St. and South Quaker Lane.  
Yet, the entrance to the park is on the West side. There is a 
clear desire line from this pathway to the Skate Park, indicating 
where a pathway is needed for easier access.

Improve Plantings along Duke Street
The original plan for the site in 2002 intended for the Photinia 
plantings to be maintained at a height of 3’-4’ ft. in order 
to maintain visibility into the park. A new planting plan 
and maintenance will help improve the attractiveness and 
surveillance of the site from Duke St.  
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Montgomery Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)

Park Boundary

Newly planted trees

Proposed trees

Renovate and move playground
The existing playground is outdated and its location does not 
e�ciently use the park space. This plan recommends shifting the 
playground closer to Royal Street where there are currently under 
utilized pathways and benches. This would allow a longer play 
space with an entrance accessible from both the north and south 
sides of the park. It would also provide space in the center of the 
park for an open lawn, as shown in recommendation #5.
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Improve plantings along Royal Street
Perennial plantings and trees along Royal Street will create a 
softer edge to the park. It will also help create a more natural feel 
and shade in the adjacent playground. The historic canal marker 
will be incorporated into the landscape plan.

Install pathway to connect the south side of the Park
The park currently feels disjointed because there is no connection 
between the park features. A new path, connected to an interior 
loop, would create a walking system and encourage greater use 
of the park.

Grade the center of the Park and create a passive lawn
This park has a  number of programmed park features including 
the playground, dog park, and tennis courts, yet the passive areas 
have not been well designed or used. This plan recommends 
devoting attention to a high quality open lawn that can be used 
for passive play, picnicking, and community events.  The lawn 
is adjacent to the park shelter, allowing greater possibilities for 
the shelter to be used as a small rental space. Benches would 
surround the center lawn.
Renovate the parking lot to include green infrastructure
This plan recommends replacing the parking lot surface with 
a pervious surface to allow water to �ow through and reduce 
the environmental impacts of a parking lot in city open space. 
Plantings along the tennis court and tree islands will provide 
aesthetic improvement to the Park. Bike racks will also be added.

Fix drainage issues along Fairfax Street
Seepage of water down this embankment currently causes water 
to pond on the sidewalk. Installation of an underdrain system and 
repair of the sidewalk will help resolve the problem.
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Dog park 
expanded in 
2014

Install backboard at the tennis court for solo play
There is community support to add a backboard to this already 
popular tennis court to allow for solo practice.
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Provide organized recreational opportunties1. 

2. Be a safe place for children to explore

3. Be more accessible

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize 
as being 0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of 
this plan will help determine budgeting priorities and recommendations 
for both short and long-term incremental improvements, ensuring that 
neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the 
Park is used and how it could be improved in the future. The following 
information summarizes what we heard through an online survey, 
community workshop, and “graffiti board” in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, 1 of which was 
specific to James Mulligan Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
James Mulligan Park
Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the dog park?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 28 80%
Enhance it 4 11%
Transform it 3 9%
Explain
Add trees.
Bigger and better
Ensure dogs cannot bite children; I've seen unleashed dogs chasing kids

Too big.  Cuts out grass space
Unnecessarily enlarged and expanded.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 22 61%
Enhance it 12 33%
Transform it 2 6%
Explain
Claim some of this area for an expanded playground.
More frequently perform maintenance (e.g., mow).
More trees, etc. would be nice
No one uses it. Make it a flower garden maybe.
Open lawn space is great, please enhance.
Reduce the dog park!
The neighborhood benefits from wide open space for kids to run.
Open lawn is fine as is

What would you like done with the park shelter?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 21 60%
Enhance it 10 29%
Transform it 4 11%
Explain

Add a public bathroom

Serviceable water fountains
Would be nice to expand or have more tables

What would you like done with the parking?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 22 69%
Enhance it 5 16%
Transform it 5 16%
Explain
Parking can be challenging at times since Fairfax has old style meters.
Paid parking is horrible; need more free parking.
Unpaid/free spots next to courts

I would like to use the park shelter, but it is almost always occupied by a group of (possibly 
homeless/transient) men. They leave a lot of trash and curse in front of kids. I do not feel 
safe there. (x4)

The recent renovations are impressive.

What would you like done with the open lawn?

I never see anyone using this space. Could be transformed into a water feature/spray ground. 

The parking spaces seem to be underutilized and could be transformed to provide additional 
amenities to park goers.
No problem with parking but it is extremely hazardous to cross First St adjacent to N Royal 
since the Royal St traffic does not have a stop sign. Please work with Transportation to slow 
down or have a T intersection for cars to stop. Very dangerous as lots of people with dogs 
and kids walk to this park. 

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 1 100.0%
Bike (personal) 0 0.0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0.0%
Drive 0 0.0%
Public Transit 0 0.0%
Carpool 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 0 0.0%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 1 100.0%
Between 1-2 miles 0 0.0%
Over 2 miles 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 0 0%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 0 0%
There is not enough parking 1 100%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 0 0%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 0 0%
Monthly 1 100%
Yearly 0 0%

What would you like done with the natural area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 1 100%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Can we build a field for kids to play sports?

Response
Large area for recreational and social sports

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check all 
that apply)

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 1 100.0%
Bike (personal) 0 0.0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0.0%
Drive 0 0.0%
Public Transit 0 0.0%
Carpool 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 0 0.0%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 1 100.0%
Between 1-2 miles 0 0.0%
Over 2 miles 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 0 0%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 0 0%
There is not enough parking 1 100%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 0 0%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 0 0%
Monthly 1 100%
Yearly 0 0%

What would you like done with the natural area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 1 100%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Can we build a field for kids to play sports?

Response
Large area for recreational and social sports

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check all 
that apply)

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 1 100.0%
Bike (personal) 0 0.0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0.0%
Drive 0 0.0%
Public Transit 0 0.0%
Carpool 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 0 0.0%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 1 100.0%
Between 1-2 miles 0 0.0%
Over 2 miles 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 0 0%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 0 0%
There is not enough parking 1 100%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 0 0%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 0 0%
Monthly 1 100%
Yearly 0 0%

What would you like done with the natural area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 1 100%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Can we build a field for kids to play sports?

Response
Large area for recreational and social sports

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check all 
that apply)

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?

Comments from Community Workshop (11/1/2014)

Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked park 
users to write down what they would like their park to look like 
in the future. The sign was on site from September to November 
2014 (image from October 27).

Slides for big/small children• 
Monkey bars• 
Merry-go-round• 
More benches• 
Trails• 
Dog park• 
Basketball court• 
Increase lightning• 
Coordinate with home properties• 
Proposal for 28th street cul-de-sac access• 
ARHA step improvement• 
ADA Parking: 2 or 3 party negotiation• 
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Park Boundary 
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City of Alexandria
Ownership

Bolling Brook 
Condominium Ownership

James Mulligan Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)
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Repair the stairs and trail from 28th St. in 
coordination with the Alexandria Rehabilitation 
Housing Authority (ARHA)
The current access to the Park from 28th Street is located 
on ARHA property. It has fallen into disrepair and is an 
unsafe condition. The city intends to work with ARHA in 
Spring 2015 to  repair the stairs and path connection.

1

1

Clear invasive brush along access path
In conjunction with the Spring 2015 stair project, the 
City plans to work with volunteers to clear the brush 
along the pathway so that it feels more open and safer 
to walk by.

2

2

Create nature trail through the wooded area
Mulligan Park is located in an area of the city that lacks 
su�cient access to nature and open space. This plan 
recommends creating a nature trail through the wooded 
area in order to help meet the recreational need of 
residents. The trail would ascend a steep slope and be 
up to 1/4 mile, depending upon the exact route. The trail 
would create the only publicly owned access to the park. 

3

3

Trim trees along fenceline
In order to maintain sightlines into the park, this plan 
recommends trimming the trees along the southern 
boundary of the park.

4

4

Work with neighboring property to provide public 
access
Mulligan Park is currently inaccessible for people with 
disabilities. It also lacks public access for maintenance 
vehicles. Because it is essentially surrounded by private 
property there is no practical way in which to access the 
site for maintenance purposes without crossing private 
property. The city will seek an agreement with the 
adjacent properties to (1) allow maintenance vehicles to 
park on private property and (2) dedicate two parking 
spaces in front of the park for people with disabilities to 
use.

5

5
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Vernon Street

Douglas Street

Colonial Ave

Powhatan Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)

Park Boundary 
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0 100 20050
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Move playground and create planted passive area
The playground is currently located in the most narrow part of 
the park, closest to Route 1. Restoring this part of the park to 

park and the busy street. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

Move the sidewalk within the park and create a planted
barrier between the pedestrian route and N. Henry Street
Pedestrians feel unsafe walking along the Park’s edge as there 

chainlink fence also makes the park unwelcoming. The plan 
recommends moving the fence to the west side of the sidewalk, 

and placing the sidewalk within the park. This will create a more 
comfortable walk for pedestrians along Route 1 and also invite 
users into the Park from the north and south entrances.

2

Create plaza at the end of Douglas Street
A formal entrance at Douglas Street will include a  park sign, 
furniture, trash can and landscape. It will be open and visible from 
many angles creating a safe enviornment for passive play and 
neighborhood socialization.

3

Create green alley
Alleys provide an opportunity for green stormwater 
infrastructure. Their lower vehicle volumes and designs lend 
themselves well to pervious pavement options such as grass-
pave or recycled materials. A green alley would also serve as a 
transition from the right-of-way to the park and capture some of 
the rainwater before it enters the park.

4

Move playground to a central location with shade
A playground with new equipment will be located 
centrally to increase access and create a destination within 
the park. The new playground will include equipment 
that promotes natural and imaginative play and shall be 

5

Remove tennis court and replace with adult 

Currently, the tennis court is rarely used and 
its footprint consumes a large part of the park. 
When it is used, no more than four particpants 
can play, limiting park use.  Furthermore, its fence 
creates a visual barrier.  This plan recommends 

equipment. There has been an increased 
demand for this activity in the City and the 
equipment would attract many park users. Its 
design would be open to allow visibility in the 
Park from all angles.

6

Install shade structures
Colorful shade structures will provide year-
round shade and make the park visible from 
Route 1.

7

8

7

7

Provide consistent line of shrubs along the 
alley
The current shrubs provide a natural 
barrier between the park and alley but are 
inconsistent and not a complete linear line.

8

1

2

Route 1

10’

Lamp & 
4’ high 
fence

4’

Plant-
ing
strip

3’

Tree
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4’

Sidewalk
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Park
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Provide organized recreational opportunities1. 

2. Help reduce environmental impacts from urban surroundings

3. Be a place to relax

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as being 
0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help 
determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term 
incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is used 
and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes 
what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” 
in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, ten of which were specific to Stevenson Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Stevenson Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014

Stevenson
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 10

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 2 20%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 8 80%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 2 20%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 0 0%
Between 1-2 miles 2 20%
Over 2 miles 6 60%

Value Count Percent
I am physically limited from walking 1 20%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 1 20%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 5 100%
There is not enough parking 3 60%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 1 20%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 1 10%
Weekly 4 40%
Monthly 4 40%
Yearly 1 10%

What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 5 56%
Transform it 4 44%
Explain
Add lights and improve the infield.
Terrible shape overall, limited seating, no dugouts
Worst field for kids in the entire city.

What would you like done with the basketball court?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 2 33%
Enhance it 4 67%
Transform it 0 0%

It's poorly maintained, Grass is rarely mowed and full of ticks and poison ivy. Needs a dugout 
desperately for player safety.
We desperately need more quality little league facilities in the city. This is one option-- the park 
could be upgraded with dugouts and a cage. 
Redone, flatted, grass cut, real dug outs, attention to field. It is in AWFUL shape, Needs lights. 
Not a safe area

Have any of the following circumstances prevented 
you from visiting this Park? (check all that apply)

Stevenson
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 10

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 2 20%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 8 80%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 2 20%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 0 0%
Between 1-2 miles 2 20%
Over 2 miles 6 60%

Value Count Percent
I am physically limited from walking 1 20%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 1 20%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 5 100%
There is not enough parking 3 60%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 1 20%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 1 10%
Weekly 4 40%
Monthly 4 40%
Yearly 1 10%

What would you like done with the ballfield?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 5 56%
Transform it 4 44%
Explain
Add lights and improve the infield.
Terrible shape overall, limited seating, no dugouts
Worst field for kids in the entire city.

What would you like done with the basketball court?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 2 33%
Enhance it 4 67%
Transform it 0 0%

It's poorly maintained, Grass is rarely mowed and full of ticks and poison ivy. Needs a dugout 
desperately for player safety.
We desperately need more quality little league facilities in the city. This is one option-- the park 
could be upgraded with dugouts and a cage. 
Redone, flatted, grass cut, real dug outs, attention to field. It is in AWFUL shape, Needs lights. 
Not a safe area

Have any of the following circumstances prevented 
you from visiting this Park? (check all that apply)
What would you like done with the open lawn?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 3 60%
Enhance it 1 20%
Transform it 1 20%
Explain
There's grass?

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 14%
Enhance it 5 72%
Transform it 1 14%
Explain
There is a person living in his car in the parking lot.  He has been there for more than a year.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 14%
Enhance it 4 57%
Transform it 2 29%
Explain
Only used for drug deals and vagrants.
needs new picnic tables

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 2 29%
Enhance it 3 43%
Transform it 2 29%

What would you like done with the parking lot?

What would you like done with the picnic shelter?
Comments received in a letter from neighbor:

Request to designate area between baseball field & basketball • 
court for children to play soccer. Include goalie post.
Request to move trash can away from picnic tables or install • 
a trash can for dog waste only
Request to fix drainage.  A percentage of the park's runoff • 
enters the inlet in the buildings behind Stevenson.  The 
inlet is too small flooding the private community's dog park.  
According to the community member, it takes 3-4 days for 
the water to drain/evaporate
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Stevenson Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015) !-395

Park Boundary

0 200 400100
Feet

Install way�nding signs along Stultz and Stevenson Street to 
direct park users to the parking lot
It is unclear that the parking lot is a public lot for the park because 
there are no signs and it appears to belong to the adjacent 
townhouses. Signs would direct park users to the lot and help 
increase the sports use of the park.

2

3

4

5

Create trails with way�nding signs through the wooded area
This Park provides an opportunity to increase access to nature, a 
desired park use, as indicated in the 2013 Citywide Parks Needs 
Assessment. This need is particularly great in the city’s West End. 
The trails could also connect to the condominiums south of the 
park, as many of the residents currently walk through the woods 
in its condition without trails. The locations shown are illustrative 
only and need precise �eld veri�cation when designed.

Consider an access easement to create a trail connection to 
Yoakum Parkway
Yoakum Parkway is a very densely populated area of the city 
that lacks access to public open space. Stevenson Park is in close 
proximity to the area, but is separated to the east by a privately 
owned wooded area. The city hopes to obtain an access easement 
through this land in order to provide access to recreational space 
for city residents.

Line the out�eld for soccer and provide portable goals
As indicated by neighbors, many park users come to this area to 
play pick up soccer, using trash cans or other makeshift items as 
goals. Lining the �eld and providing portable goals would help 
promote impromptu use of the Park for recreational activity. A 
full size regulated �eld will not �t on the site. The �eld centerline 
would overlap with the �rst base foul line of the ball�eld.
Upgrade the ball�eld to hold up to a 70ft diamond �eld with 
bleachers, dugouts, foul poles, and press box
This plan calls to upgrade the diamond �eld to have similar 
amenities as Luckett Field, as shown in the image below. While 
the out�eld cannot be beyond 25000 ft., a shorter out�eld could 
still su�ciently be used for Little League games and help meet 
the increasing demand for ball�eld space. RPCA intends to install 
irrigation to this �eld in 2015, which would also provide improved 
site conditions.
Re-design the parking lot to increase use and visibility
The current parking lot does not have enough spaces to support 
programmed little league games at the ball�eld. However, the  
circle in the center of the lot can be replaced with eight additional 
spaces and a planted green island to make a more e�cient and 
attractive use of the space. The green island will also hold a 
prominent park sign that recognizes the lot as an entrance to the 
park. Bike parking can also be added to the lot.

1

1

6

1

2

3

4

5

6
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be a safe place for children to explore1. 

2. Be a place to create social connections with neighbors 

3. Provide opportunity to explore nature 

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is 
currently planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which 
we characterize as being 0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 
miles. The results of this plan will help determine budgeting priorities 
and recommendations for both short and long-term incremental 
improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how 
the Park is used and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes what we heard 
through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” in the park. Over 270 people responded to the 
survey in total, ten of which were specific to Taney Avenue Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Taney Avenue Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the natural area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 2 22%
Enhance it 6 67%
Transform it 1 11%
Explain

What would you like done with the open lawn?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 3 33%
Enhance it 5 56%
Transform it 1 11%
Explain
A playground would have an actual draw.  it is just a field now.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 8 100%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Not too many places to sit, but there is no reason to hang out there anyways.
There is a lot of trash and the park could use more regular clean. 

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 1 13%
Enhance it 7 88%
Transform it 0 0%

It would be awesome to have a combo of open field space and a small adventure/non
conventional playground in this area. We do not have any playgrounds within easy 
walking distance and some of the ones that are nearby (Ben Brenman Park) are 
pretty boring. 

What would you like done with the picnic 
benches?

It is disgusting and full of trash.  The worst is the grass and decrepit sidewalk 
connecting Taney Avenue.
The park needs more regular clean-up and more law enforcement checking in to cut 
down on the trash and empty alcohol containers. 

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank

Be a safe place for children to explor 59 1

Be a place to create social connectio 54 2
Provide opportunity to explore nature 45 3

Be a space to go exercise on my own 38 4

Help reduce environmental impacts f 32 5

Be a place to relax 31 6
Have lots of activity 29 7

Be more accessible 25 8
Provide organized recreational oppor 24 9
Provide educational opportunities 20 10

Response
A playground!
A swing set and playground for kids
An adventure style/unconventional playground would be amazing! 
Dog park or more walking path areas in the open field. Water feature. Gazebo.
Nice lawn, park benches, attractive landscaping, and other natural elements
Playground and a cleaning crew.

Response
Access is highly limited from east of the park
Better trash removal around the picnic tables. 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 
about the Park?

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued 
higher than the following ranks, the score is the sum of all 
weighted rank counts.

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?

The path from the 4000 block of Taney needs to be cleaned up and better 
maintained.
The park needs more attention in general to cut down on teenagers drinking and 
partying at night and leaving their broken beer bottles strewn around. 
This grassy area is depressing and the "park" connecting Taney is scary, the
sidewalk is narrow, broken, muddy, and the surrounding area is covered in beer 
cans, broken bottles, and litter.
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Taney Ave Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)

0 100 20050
Feet

Install widened trail connection between the two 
parts of Taney Ave
The current sidewalk between the east and west end of 
Taney Ave is in disrepair. A new trail would be 10 ft wide, 
allowing both pedestrians and cyclist to safely pass 
through.  The trail would also create a new east-west 
pedestrian-cyclist link that runs parallel to Duke Street.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7Clear non-native brush between the trail and Park
The area between the Taney trail connection and the 
park is full of overgrown non-native brush. This plan 
proposes removing some of the brush to make both 
sections of the park feel cohesive and give sightlines to 
the trail from the park, enhancing safety. 

2

Create entry plaza to the Park
The park does not currently have a formal entrance. 
The park rules and regulation sign is on the fence and a 
single pathway, without designation, leads users into the 
park.  A plaza at the corner would include park furniture 
such as a bench, bike racks, and a sign. Its shown on the 
corner of Taney to invite park users either into the park 
or onto the trail.

3

Install climbing play features
The center of this lawn can serve as an area for 
natural play and climbing features while still 
retaining the passive character of the park. 
Natural play may include boulders, balancing 
equipment, and other child-friendly structures. 
Existing benches on either side of the lawn 
provide spaces for parents to sit and watch 
their children.

5

7 Repair split rail fence
The existing fence is in disrepair 
and needs replacement.

4 Install No Parking sign at the two spaces closest to 
the park
Taney Avenue dead ends at the park and there is no 
space for a car to turn-around. By making the last two 
spaces “no parking,” cars and maintenance vehicles will 
have the space and ability to back up and preform a 
3-point turn.

Provide accessible path to new benches
Park Operations recently replaced the park 
furniture in this Park, including an ADA 
picnic table. A pathway will be added for 
people with disabilities to access the table.

6

1
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In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Help reduce environmental impacts 1. 

2. Be a place to create social connections

3. Provide opportunity to explore nature

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently planning 
for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as being 0.5 - 10 
acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help determine 
budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term incremental 
improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's needs now and 
into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is used 
and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes 
what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” 
in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, two of which were 
specific to Timberland Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Timberland Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014

Timberland
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 2

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 2 100%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 0 0%
Public Transit 0 0%
Carpool 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 2 100%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 0 0%
Between 1-2 miles 0 0%
Over 2 miles 0 0%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 2 100%
Monthly 0 0%
Yearly 0 0%

What would you like done with the hill?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 2 100%
Enhance it 0 0%
Transform it 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 1 50%
Transform it 1 50%
Explain
Consider a community garden

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

What would you like done with the open space 
area?

it would be great to be able to use part of the space for a community garden.  The 
field gets full sun and parts are relatively flat.  it was add an additional amenity to the 
park.
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How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 2 100%
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Yearly 0 0%

What would you like done with the hill?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 2 100%
Enhance it 0 0%
Transform it 0 0%

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 1 50%
Transform it 1 50%
Explain
Consider a community garden

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

What would you like done with the open space 
area?

it would be great to be able to use part of the space for a community garden.  The 
field gets full sun and parts are relatively flat.  it was add an additional amenity to the 
park.

What would you like done with the structure?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 2 100%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
The retaining wall needs to be reinforced. It is deteriorating and needs to be better 
supported

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank

Help reduce environmental impacts f 5 1

Be a place to create social connectio 5 2
Provide opportunity to explore nature 1 3

Provide educational opportunities 1 4

Have lots of activity 0 5

Be a place to relax 0 6
Provide organized recreational oppor 0 7

Be a space to go exercise on my own 0 8
Be more accessible 0 9
Be a safe place for children to explor 0 10

Response
Community garden.  Water spigot.

Response

What is currently NOT in the Park that you 
would like to see there?

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 
about the Park?

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued 
higher than the following ranks, the score is the sum of all 
weighted rank counts.

Would be an ideal location for a community garden.
It is a great place for neighbors to meet and socialize especially if they have dogs. A
community garden would provide an opportunity for other neighbors to enjoy the 
space and would provide a source of water for the plants and dogs.
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KENNEDY Timberland Park
Improvement Recommendations
Draft (Spring 2015)

0 40 8020
Feet

Park Boundary

Install park entrance and regulations sign on Kennedy Street
Currently, there is no indication from the street that there is a park 
located between the two adjacent houses. 

2

3

4

5

Improve the park access trail
The existing asphalt trail is broken and ends in an unde�ned 
shape. This plan recommends removing the asphalt and replacing 
it with a mulch or a permeable surface nature trail that keeps in 
character with the Park.

Install trash can and dog pick-up station
This park is used most heavily by dog walkers. Recreation, Parks 
and Cultural Activities will install a dog bag station if its adopted 
by a community group because sta� cannot maintain the 
constant need for bags. A new trash can would be provided next 
to the bag station with regularly scheduled City trash pick-up 
service.

Eradicate invasive species, including bamboo, and plant 
native plants
Incorporate thoughtful, up-front ecologically based landscape 
planning for the Park as a means of improving the quality of 
the environment within the City while reducing maintenance 
requirements and costs over-time. 

Secure the foundation of the wooden structure and work with 
youth or volunteer group to construct a play fort; improve 
turf within fort area
The existing wooden structure was left behind from a former 
playground removed from the site over twenty years ago. The 
structure is in poor condition but can be reinforced and serve 
as the base for a natural play feature for community children. It 
would promote imaginative play and childhood memories. This 
plan recommends working with a youth or volunteer group to 
design and construct the fort. A concept of the idea is shown 
below.
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1

2

3

4

5



380 2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Appendix2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix 381

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



382 2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Appendix2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix 383

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



384 2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Appendix2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix 385

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015



386 2015 Neighborhood Parks Improvement Plan: Timberland Park Appendix

Park and Recreation Commission endorsed on November 19, 2015


