
In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be a safe place for children to explore1.	

2.	 Be a place to create social connections with neighbors

3.	 Be a place to relax
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The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as being 
0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help 
determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term 
incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is used 
and how it could be improved in the future. The following information summarizes 
what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and “graffiti board” 
in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, thirty-nine of which were specific to Hooff’s Run.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Hooff’s Run Park & Greenway

Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the basketball court?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 18 72%
Enhance it 7 28%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Bench
Maybe have two hoops?
Would be great if it was a full court

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 9 36%
Enhance it 5 20%
Transform it 11 44%
Explain
It would be nice to use it for something other than a throughway.
Mini skate park would be awesome.
Need a pathway especially with in climate weather
Not sure what this is. 
Seems like wasted space.

What would you like done with the off-leash dog area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 37%
Enhance it 11 41%
Transform it 6 22%
Explain
Bags Benches
Dogs should be on leashes 
Fenced-in dog area
I would like it fenced in, especially since it is so close to the busy road.
Off leash dog area on  600 block of Commonwealth Ave should be fenced in. 
Provide a fenced area for off-leash dog activity.
The dog area at Commonwealth and Oak is very nice, but for safety a low fence would be nice.
Dog parks without fences make absolutely no sense
Putting kids and dogs together is not good.  No one keeps their dog on leash there.

The concrete deck between Maple and Walnut is a terrible eyesore and doesn't drain well
creating vector hazards (mosquitos). The neighborhood would like to see this section 
landscaped similar to other stretches to the south such as between Maple and Linden.

What would you like done with the hard surface area at 
Maple St?

Paint it and make it a space for kids to ride bikes
Remove the concrete cover. Transform it into an open air waterway, similar to between linden 
and maple.
Could be turned into urban park. Great area for kids to ride bikes, play street hockey, four 
square, hopscotch, etc. Lighting should also be improved. 
Remove ugly concrete hard surface to open running water below (like between Maple Ave. and 
Linden St. (or cover with turf/grass)

There's no clear purpose for this.  It begs for transformation.  Could we daylight the stream here 
and provide some habitat for pollinators?
I guess it works for a kids' bike area, but it doesn't make much sense.  It seems like a vacant 
lot.  It could be improved.  Maybe with fake bike lanes/paths for the kids?

There is NO off leash area but people constantly let dogs run all over the park and playground 
and they've been doing it for years
Dog owners would prefer to use the local tennis court since it is safer for their dogs. Perhaps an 
enclosed fenced area for dogs is a good alternative and will preserve tennis courts for tennis 
Add a fence! There are no fenced dog parks on this side of the city. Since we can no longer 
exercise our dog off leash here, it is not a very useful space as is. 

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 10 37%
Enhance it 15 56%
Transform it 2 7%
Explain
Excited to see new playground.  I hope there is something for older kids (8+) as well.
Let's wait and see.
Under transformation right now I guess.  Thanks.
Was perfectly fine as it was. New design takes over too much lawn area
With the reconstruction, it looks great so far!
looking forward to it!
provide more shade

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 6 24%
Enhance it 18 72%
Transform it 1 4%
Explain
Need more seating
Some additional benches would be great.
Could use additional

What would you like done with the tennis courts?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 17 68%
Enhance it 7 28%
Transform it 1 4%
Explain
I never think of the tennis court on Commonwealth as part of the park. Nice work re-doing it!
It is veritably unused by tennis players. The recent renovation was a waste of money
Nicely repaired, thank you!
Re-seed grass; plant new trees; replace curbs
Nice job with the renovation

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 13 50%
Enhance it 10 39%
Transform it 3 11%
Explain
Please continue to maintain the grass and trees.
Re-seed grass; replace wooden markers; install new fence along church property line
This isn't used as a trail much, as it's not very nice.  Seems like wasted space.
Trail between E Linden and E Maple should be paved. 

What would you like done with the trail from the Metro 
to Chapman St.?

I'm not sure what this means. The bike path down Commonwealth is fine. If we added anything, 
I'd say add pylons that ensure cars don't cross into bike path.

Tennis court is 1 mile from middle of Old Town and middle of Del Ray Mt. Vernon Ave shops. 
Bikeshare station would be an ideal addition. Also, add seating (tables and chairs) for neighbors 
to enjoy the shady green areas. 

Seating should be installed in park between Walnut & Oak. Would allow neighbors to picnic with 
kids, people to use the park while working from home, could take coffee, etc. from Grape & 
Bean and enjoy in the park. 

Will wait until it's finished.  It was terrible timing to do the renovation during the time most people 
use it.  Should have been done over the winter.
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Comments from Community Workshop held on 
October 25, 2014

Comments from “Graffiti Board” sign in park from 
September - November 2014 (Image shown below)

What would you like done with the open lawn area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 19 68%
Enhance it 8 29%
Transform it 1 3%
Explain
Please continue to maintain the grass and trees.

What would you like done with the parking lot?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 13 54%
Enhance it 2 8%
Transform it 9 38%
Explain
Eliminate it and transform into community garden space. 
No need for a parking lot.
Use it for something fun.
Kids bike area

This area is completely unused
Love this! keeping it regularly mowed is great. New trees are a nice addition. To the degree 
possible, please keep it open. Kids love to play there.

Replace parking lot, which currently serves as a commuter lot for non-residents and, despite 
signs, a long-term parking lot. Replace with open space or other amenities.
The parking lot at E Chapman and Commonwealth should become green space to enhance 
increasing numbers of children in the neighborhood (as supported by the numbers at Maury 
Elem. School). That area is a parking lot because of the culvert and inability to build on it, and as 
such, given the ever decreasing amount of green space in this city, my vote is to enhance with 
green. There is plenty of parking space all along Commonwealth Ave for public parking. The 
Baptist Church that used to rent this parking lot (years ago for $1.00 per year) does not have 
any particular need for it now.
My entire block would like to do away with the parking lot as it is used by MD commuters and 
construction workers and, for some, is perceived to be a safety concern AND an eye sore. 
This parking lot is often used by people from out of the area during the day, and provides 
"overflow" parking for some local residents.  Generally, though, it is an area that is underutilized 
by the community as a whole.  Moreover, it could be converted into an entity that absorbs 
rainwater, perhaps used as a local community food garden, and other things.
Would love to see something like a park or garden at this spot.  Parking is NOT needed for 
people that live in the community.  There are about 50+ kids within a block radius, so kid friendly 
would be nice.

In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank
Be a safe place for children to explor 195 1
Be a place to create social connectio 187 2
Be a place to relax 160 3
Help reduce environmental impacts f 138 4
Provide opportunity to explore nature 135 5
Be a space to go exercise on my own 122 6
Have lots of activity 92 7
Provide organized recreational oppor 76 8
Provide educational opportunities 59 9
Be more accessible 31 10

Response

Response

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued higher than 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the 
Park?

Love the open space. The playground is going to be great.
More shade is better
Please turn the parking lot into green space!
Preserve nature and enhance neighbor gatherings
We are so excited for the new playground!

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would like to 
see there?

More lawn space adjacent to the dog park - which could be achieved by reclaiming the 
"Maryland Commuter" Parking lot at the intersection of Commonwealth and Chapman.
Tables and chairs. Community gathering places. Access to electricity for block parties and other 
neighborhood events.

A decent water fountain
A direct, off-road path to the metro, for walking and commuting
A fenced dog park. (x4)
A splash park would be so cool!
Additional seating and adult exercise equipment
An area for kids to bike ride
Fitness trail things?
More lighting, street hockey rink
Practice turf (artificial, all weather) for soccer
Soccer fields. Maybe the basketball court could double as a futsal court.
expanded tennis courts w/ backboard
obvious connection between elements of the park
The less clutter the better. To return to most natural state possible would be best. The recently 
reconstructed hard concrete surface between Walnut and Maple Streets was a real big (and 
probably expensive) disappointment

We love "Blue Park" and can't wait for construction to be done
1) There must be a better way to connect the park to the Grape & Bean, at Walnut St. 2) I am 
confident there would be great neighborhood support for completely transforming the parking lot 
at Chapman St.
It would be appropriate to name the park between Walnut and Oak (including the tennis court) 
after the late Ron Kirby who lived nearby and used the park for dog walking and tennis.
It is wonderful to have these surveys to get our comments heard. I like the logistics of question 
7!
It seems disjointed. Would love it to be a nice thoroughfare for the kids. Either ditch the parking 
lot or clean it up.
I know a lot of neighbors are clamoring for a fenced-in dog park. I hope everyone keeps in mind
the extra traffic/parking/noise that would entail in an otherwise quiet residential area.
Great opportunity to educate about stormwater. Daylight some of the storm sewer! Provide an 
opportunity to reconnect with a historical waterway - paths along it. What an opportunity!!
Two years ago, or more, my neighborhood signed a petition to remove the parking lot at
Chapman and Commonwealth because it attracted too many cars for a small neighborhood 
street with lots of kids - a safety and security issue. It is also used for commuters from Maryland 
and workers walking to construction jobs (check it out in the AM). It is also considered an eye 
The park between the Metro and Rosemont and between Walnut & Oak are natural gathering 
places. The parks are underutilized and would be great locations for neighborhood holiday 
parties, summer block parties, etc.

Preserve resource •	
protection area as a 
footpath only. Provide 
some low-level lightning
Enhanceand stabilize trail. •	
Add lighting for safety
Transform trail. Light the •	
gravel lot between Linden 
and Rosemont
Enhance dog park safety •	
with a fence or other on 
Commonwealth Ave.

Transform hard surface. •	
Concrete surface is a 
useless eyesore. Do 
something cool with the 
concrete (e.g painted kids 
track, hop scotch)
Transform parking lots. •	
Look at a park pavilion in 
the parking lot
Investigate further •	
commuter behavior, 
Churches schedule and 
parking use as well as 
Pre-K
Put in new signage •	
throughout the park to 
inform the public what’s 
in the park
Put in a curb cut to •	
playground from 
Rosemont Ave

Build a tennis wall for •	
practice (Location: Either 
inside court our outside 
besides court next to 
Grape and Bean. )
Community garden (x3)•	
More seating (e.g. picnic •	
table near tennis court, 
benches not facing the 
tennis court)/community 
gathering space (x4)
Water fountain•	
Plant some bushes shrubs •	
around the tennis court 
fence
Fenced-in dog park (x8)•	
Get rid of parking •	

lot at Chapman St. & 
Commonwealth Ave. and 
use the space for something 
else (e.g. green space). The 
lot is used by many people 
who live outside of the city 
as free commuter parking 
(x4)
Bikeshare station•	
WI-FI hotspot•	
Uncover Hooff's Run so kids, •	
dogs and wildlife have place 
to live and play. Riparian 
habitat.
Community swimming pool •	
(x3)
No dogs in tennis courts (x4)•	


