
In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Be safe place for children to explore1. 

2.	 Be	a	place	to	create	social	connections	with	neighbors

3. Be a place to relax

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize as being 
0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of this plan will help 
determine budgeting priorities and recommendations for both short and long-term 
incremental improvements, ensuring that neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's 
needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the Park is 
used and how it could be improved in the future. The following information 
summarizes what we heard through an online survey, community workshop, and 
“graffiti board” in the park. Over 275 people responded to the survey in total, 42 of 
which were specific to Montgomery Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
Montgomery	Park

Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the dog park?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 28 80%
Enhance it 4 11%
Transform it 3 9%
Explain
Add trees.
Bigger and better
Ensure dogs cannot bite children; I've seen unleashed dogs chasing kids

Too big.  Cuts out grass space
Unnecessarily enlarged and expanded.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 22 61%
Enhance it 12 33%
Transform it 2 6%
Explain
Claim some of this area for an expanded playground.
More frequently perform maintenance (e.g., mow).
More trees, etc. would be nice
No one uses it. Make it a flower garden maybe.
Open lawn space is great, please enhance.
Reduce the dog park!
The neighborhood benefits from wide open space for kids to run.
Open lawn is fine as is

What would you like done with the park shelter?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 21 60%
Enhance it 10 29%
Transform it 4 11%
Explain

Add a public bathroom

Serviceable water fountains
Would be nice to expand or have more tables

What would you like done with the parking?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 22 69%
Enhance it 5 16%
Transform it 5 16%
Explain
Parking can be challenging at times since Fairfax has old style meters.
Paid parking is horrible; need more free parking.
Unpaid/free spots next to courts

I would like to use the park shelter, but it is almost always occupied by a group of (possibly 
homeless/transient) men. They leave a lot of trash and curse in front of kids. I do not feel 
safe there. (x4)

The recent renovations are impressive.

What would you like done with the open lawn?

I never see anyone using this space. Could be transformed into a water feature/spray ground. 

The parking spaces seem to be underutilized and could be transformed to provide additional 
amenities to park goers.
No problem with parking but it is extremely hazardous to cross First St adjacent to N Royal 
since the Royal St traffic does not have a stop sign. Please work with Transportation to slow 
down or have a T intersection for cars to stop. Very dangerous as lots of people with dogs 
and kids walk to this park. 

What would you like done with the playground?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 5 14%
Enhance it 26 70%
Transform it 6 16%
Explain
Add more elements
Greatly expand this area. Use rubber flooring. More challenging climbing structures. 
More features (e.g. climbing structures and swings) for kids younger than 2 (x3)
More modern playground equipment. Lots outdated (x6)

Would be great to have a shaded play and sitting area 

What would you like done with the seating?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 15 44%
Enhance it 18 53%
Transform it 1 3%
Explain
Add more benches within fenced playground area.
Add picnic tables and benches in shady areas where trees are.
Additional seating would be nice.
More benches at the playground and along the perimeter of the grass

What would you like done with the tennis courts?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 30 94%
Enhance it 0 0%
Transform it 2 6%
Explain
It's great to have them on the occasions my kids want to play. I think they're in good shape.
More grass!
not always being used

It'd be good to see a swing added that can accommodate children with disabilities such as 
the one at Lyles-Crouch.
Kids love the playground; most important part! It's great for families; keep the  fence for 
safety.
It would be great if you could replace the woodchips with the special turf used at other parks. 
(The kind that has some give in it and feels a bit bouncy).
The playground is very well-loved but offers little to do for the smaller kids so a separate area 
without mulch and more toddler level equipment would be great. Also more innovative 
equipment for the bigger kids. Maybe add a maze like  the one at t he new Potomac Yard 
park.
Replace mulch with rubber flooring, add a sandbox and more benches!!
It is heavily used and it would be great to see it enlarged and with additional play structures. 
Also would like to see improved soft ground surface. 

My recollection is that the playground is fairly exposed to the sun. Add more shade/trees 
around playground (x2)
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In 10 years I would like this park to….
Item Score Overall Rank
Be a safe place for children to explore 282 1
Be a place to create social connections 
with neighbors 170 2
Be a place to relax 159 3
Provide opportunity to explore nature 142 4
Have lots of activity 97 5
Provide organized recreational 
opportunities 96 6
Provide educational opportunities 94 7
Be a space to go exercise on my own 78 8
Help reduce environmental impacts from 
urban surroundings 62 9
Be more accessible 54 10

Response
Bathrooms.
Better playground surface. The bark isn't good for small children.
Free parking next to tennis courts; bathroom facility
Good toilet facilities
I like it the way it is with the nice playground for kids. 
More flowers.
More shaded areas. 
Rubber on playground not mulch so babies can crawl without eating mulch
Shade covering for hot summer days and winter snow.
Toddler friendly equipment in a non-mulched area. Larger play area overall.
Young children specific areas

Response
Do not want to attract more homeless or questionable people who might hurt the children. 
It is a nice park and is kept well groomed by city workers and the neighborhood
It's great to have open space in the neighborhood.
Keep the flat green space in the park.   Great for tossing a frisbee or baseball. 
More shade 
My family loves this park, and we thank you for all you do to take care of it!

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would like 
to see there?

Score is a weighted calculation. Items ranked first are valued higher than 
the following ranks, the score is the sum of all weighted rank counts.

A spray ground for kids and a sandbox in the playground. Also, more trees along the fenced 
in playground to provide more shade during the warmer months. More benches within fenced 
area of playground for parents/caregivers.
As previously mentioned, a swing or other item for children with disabilities so they too can 
enjoy the park. A nicer pavilion.

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about 
the Park?

Too much emphasis on dog area.  Improved access for all pedestrians.
We visit the park nearly each day given our child is in school nearby.  It is used by many 
folks during the week and it'd be great to see it used more on the weekends.
It's great that this park serves so many diverse groups in the North Old Town area.  I 
especially like that local schools make use of it during the week, while local residents use it 
actively on weekends.

Montgomery
Neighborhood Park Survey

Total Responses 42

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 29 69%
Bike (personal) 0 0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0%
Drive 12 29%
Public Transit 1 2%
Carpool 0 0%

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 21 50%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 9 21%
Between 1-2 miles 5 12%
Over 2 miles 7 17%

Value Count Percent
I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 2 15%
I have concerns about crime or personal 
safety 5 39%
There is not enough parking 6 46%
There is nothing in the Park that interests 
me 0 0%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 25 60%
Weekly 12 29%
Monthly 4 10%
Yearly 1 2%

Have any of the following circumstances prevented 
you from visiting this Park? (check all that apply)

Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked park users to write down what they would like their park to look like in 
the future. The sign was on site from September to November 2014. Comments included:

Add a water fountain• 
Tennis practice • 
wall (x2)
Swimming pool • 
(x4)
Fenced off area • 
at dog park for 
small dogs
Dog waste bags • 
in the dog park
Slides• 


