
In 10 years I would like this Park to...
(top 3 rankings shown; based on a weighted score)

Provide organized recreational opportunties1. 

2. Be a safe place for children to explore

3. Be more accessible

1

The Division of Park Planning, Design, and Capital Development is currently 
planning for the City's existing Neighborhood Parks, which we characterize 
as being 0.5 - 10 acres with a service area of up to 0.5 miles. The results of 
this plan will help determine budgeting priorities and recommendations 
for both short and long-term incremental improvements, ensuring that 
neighborhood parks serve Alexandria's needs now and into the future.

In Fall 2014, Staff collected community feedback to understand how the 
Park is used and how it could be improved in the future. The following 
information summarizes what we heard through an online survey, 
community workshop, and “graffiti board” in the park. Over 270 people responded to the survey in total, 1 of which was 
specific to James Mulligan Park.

Neighborhood Parks Plan
James Mulligan Park
Community Feedback, Fall 2014

What would you like done with the dog park?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 28 80%
Enhance it 4 11%
Transform it 3 9%
Explain
Add trees.
Bigger and better
Ensure dogs cannot bite children; I've seen unleashed dogs chasing kids

Too big.  Cuts out grass space
Unnecessarily enlarged and expanded.

Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 22 61%
Enhance it 12 33%
Transform it 2 6%
Explain
Claim some of this area for an expanded playground.
More frequently perform maintenance (e.g., mow).
More trees, etc. would be nice
No one uses it. Make it a flower garden maybe.
Open lawn space is great, please enhance.
Reduce the dog park!
The neighborhood benefits from wide open space for kids to run.
Open lawn is fine as is

What would you like done with the park shelter?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 21 60%
Enhance it 10 29%
Transform it 4 11%
Explain

Add a public bathroom

Serviceable water fountains
Would be nice to expand or have more tables

What would you like done with the parking?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 22 69%
Enhance it 5 16%
Transform it 5 16%
Explain
Parking can be challenging at times since Fairfax has old style meters.
Paid parking is horrible; need more free parking.
Unpaid/free spots next to courts

I would like to use the park shelter, but it is almost always occupied by a group of (possibly 
homeless/transient) men. They leave a lot of trash and curse in front of kids. I do not feel 
safe there. (x4)

The recent renovations are impressive.

What would you like done with the open lawn?

I never see anyone using this space. Could be transformed into a water feature/spray ground. 

The parking spaces seem to be underutilized and could be transformed to provide additional 
amenities to park goers.
No problem with parking but it is extremely hazardous to cross First St adjacent to N Royal 
since the Royal St traffic does not have a stop sign. Please work with Transportation to slow 
down or have a T intersection for cars to stop. Very dangerous as lots of people with dogs 
and kids walk to this park. 

How do you get to this Park?
Value Count Percent
Walk 1 100.0%
Bike (personal) 0 0.0%
Bike (Capital Bikeshare) 0 0.0%
Drive 0 0.0%
Public Transit 0 0.0%
Carpool 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent
Less than ½ mile 0 0.0%
Between ½ mile to 1 mile 1 100.0%
Between 1-2 miles 0 0.0%
Over 2 miles 0 0.0%

Value Count Percent

I am physically limited from walking 0 0%

There is no pedestrian/bike friendly 
access to the park from where I live 0 0%
I have concerns about crime or 
personal safety 0 0%
There is not enough parking 1 100%
There is nothing in the Park that 
interests me 0 0%

How often do you visit this park?
Value Count Percent
Daily 0 0%
Weekly 0 0%
Monthly 1 100%
Yearly 0 0%

What would you like done with the natural area?
Value Count Percent
Preserve it as is 0 0%
Enhance it 1 100%
Transform it 0 0%
Explain
Can we build a field for kids to play sports?

Response
Large area for recreational and social sports

How far do you typically travel to visit this park?

Have any of the following circumstances 
prevented you from visiting this Park? (check all 
that apply)

What is currently NOT in the Park that you would 
like to see there?
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Comments from Community Workshop (11/1/2014)

Graffiti Sign
A “graffiti sign” in the Park had a marker attached and asked park 
users to write down what they would like their park to look like 
in the future. The sign was on site from September to November 
2014 (image from October 27).

Slides for big/small children• 
Monkey bars• 
Merry-go-round• 
More benches• 
Trails• 
Dog park• 
Basketball court• 
Increase lightning• 
Coordinate with home properties• 
Proposal for 28th street cul-de-sac access• 
ARHA step improvement• 
ADA Parking: 2 or 3 party negotiation• 


