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Ad Hoc Monitoring Group for Waterfront Construction 

301 King Street City Hall 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

 
Meeting Notes for 

Monday, April 4, 2016 
5:30 – 6:50 PM 

 
Group Members in Attendance: 
John Bordner, Chair, Waterfront Commission 
Katy Cannady, Old Town Civic Association 
Bert Ely, Friends of the Alexandria Waterfront 
Barbara Saperstone, Waterford Place 

 
 
 
 
 

Ken Wire, Citi Interests (RTN) 
 
 
Staff Members in Attendance: 
William King, Deputy Director, Code Administration 
Daphne Kott, Civil Engineer, Department of Planning Implementation 
Bill Skrabak, Deputy Director, Transportation & Environmental Services 
Emilio Pundavela, Civil Engineer, Infrastructure ROW, T&ES 
Dirk Geratz, Principal Planner, Planning & Zoning 
Jack Browand, Division Chief, Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities  
Lisa Jaatinen, Civil Engineer, Infrastructure ROW, Transportation & Environmental Services 
  
1. Acceptance of March 7th  Meeting Notes 

 
• Mr. Bordner asked if there were any changes to the meeting notes.  None were 

noted and the meeting notes were approved as submitted.  
 

2. Take-a-Ways from March 7th Meeting 
 

• Oronoco Bay Odor– Bill Skrabak reported that the odor appears to be related to 
the outfall.  He noted that the odor issue should be resolved when the area is 
dredged which is planned for this coming Winter 2016/2017.  The odor is related 
to by-products associated with the former operation of the Alexandria Town Gas 
Plant.  
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• Boat Club Representative – A representative was not available to attend the 
meeting. 

• 211 The Strand – Ken Wire stated that his client is still in the Due Diligence 
phase.  Once the project is determined to be going forward a presentation to the 
Waterfront Commission would be scheduled.   

• Ad Hoc Group Input on Haul Route Options – Staff reported that no comments 
were received to date. 

• WMATA 600 North Royal Street (Bus Barn) ITB (Invitation to Bid) – This 
information was forwarded to John Bordner by Lisa Jaatinen. 

• Police Department Invitation – A Police representative is scheduled to attend 
next month’s meeting. 

 
3. Construction Schedule Updates on Waterfront Projects 

 
• Staff provided an update on various projects as follows: 

 
 ODBC:  Comments on the fourth final site plan have been sent to the Boat 

Club.  A fifth final site plan is expected.  In response to a question about 
the piling approach, staff noted that a decision between cast piles or auger 
piles has not yet been determined.  
 

 Robinson Terminal South:  Dirk Geratz reported that there has been no 
activity in the last month.  Mr. Ely noted that the associated Strand 
property has been nominated for Historic designation.   
 

 Robinson Terminal North:   
Grading Permit:  Dirk Geratz reported that the City has received the Final 
2 Grading Permit which is under review by City Staff.   Comments are 
expected to go out in April.   
 
Ken Wire reported that the three tanks, located at the northeast corner of 
the site, were removed last week and the hole back filled.  Virginia DEQ 
was on-site for observation and inspections.  Soil samples were done as 
part of this removal process.   
 
He also reported that buyer for the hotel has not been found yet.   
 
Haul Route:  Staff reported that the final haul route has not been 
determined for RTN as it is still under review.  Any additional input from 
the Ad Hoc Group or other Citizens should go to Emilio Pundavela.   

 
 Windmill Hill Park Shoreline Rehabilitation: Jack Browand reported 

that the tree removal work has been completed and that all trees planned to 
be removed as part of this project were removed.  He stated that no trees 
west of Union were removed as part of this project.  Notice of the tree 
removal was sent out to the community and he promised to post a copy of 
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the notice on the Group’s webpage.  A contractor is expected to be on 
board by early June.  A pre-construction meeting is planned for the 
community in June and construction is expected to start in July.  
In response to a question, Jack stated that the City is not aware of any 
contaminated soils in the project area.   New soil will be brought into the 
park for the new vegetation.   
 

 Flood Mitigation:  Jack Browand reported that surveying related to the 
flood mitigation project is underway.  Borings and surveying will be done 
by StanTech, a City contractor.  No earth moving work is associated with 
this work.  Jack will provide a more detailed schedule of this work to the 
next meeting.   

John Bordner asked for a copy of the StanTech contract which Staff 
agreed to send to him. 

 Indigo Hotel:  Emilio Pundavela provided a brief update on the hotel 
construction,  noting that the slab work is complete and that some of the 
walls of the garage are complete.  The first floor slab is currently being 
worked on 
 
Questions were asked about the status of the monthly updates that Carr 
was sending out and information on the discharging of water into the 
sanitary sewer system.  Staff will follow up on both of these issues and 
report back next month. 

 
4. Living Waterfront Construction Schedule Update 
 

Emilio Pundavela provided an update on the construction schedule for the various 
waterfront projects.  Questions were raised about whether the City projects at 200 
The Strand and the overhead utility work should be included on the schedule.   

 
5. Haul Route Ordinance 

 
• Lisa Jaatinen stated that the ordinance related to creating civil penalties for haul 

route violations is scheduled for a public hearing before City Council on April 
16th.  

 
6. Action Items 

 
1. Carr update on off-site water discharging – Bill Skrabak. 
2. Send Scope of StanTech work for Flood Mitigation project – Pete Mensinger. 
3. John Bordner to contact Austin Flasjer about the status of the monthly 

updates. 
4. John cancelled the April 4th South Waterfront community meeting. 
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7. Next Meetings   
   

• Ad Hoc Group Meeting:  April 4, 2016  5:30pm at Sister Cities Conference 
Room, City Hall 

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:50pm. 

 
 
Making Complaints 

• Call the HELP line:  703.746.HELP or use the City’s call.click.connect link on 
the main City webpage. 

• Contact:  Emilio Pundavela P.E., 571.221.8309 or via email at: 
Emilio.Pundavela@alexandriava.gov  

 
 


