
Alexandria's Top Ten Environmental Accomplishments of 2009
Achievements Include Adoption of comprehensive Eco-City Alexandria Environmental Action

Plan 2030, Green Building Policy, and the Urban Forestry Master Plan

The year 2009 was very “green” for the City of Alexandria, and marked several significant
milestones. Through a number of accomplishments, planning activities, and actions aimed at
protecting and further enhancing the environment and citizens’ health, the City took significant
steps towards becoming an Eco-City, and providing a solid foundation for continuing its work
toward achieving and maintaining a vibrant and sustainable City in 2010 and beyond.
Alexandria’s top ten environmental accomplishments of 2009 include:

1. Adopting the comprehensive Eco-City Alexandria Environmental Action Plan 2030 (EAP
2030). This document aims to achieve the vision and principles set forth in the Eco-City
Environmental Charter which was adopted in 2008. The EAP 2030 serves as a road map for
City leaders and residents to make the City of Alexandria a more sustainable city. It includes
over 350 recommended actions, which cover the next twenty years and beyond.

2. Adopting a green building policy that requires all new commercial and multi-family
developments to be LEED Silver or LEED certified. Several city green building projects
completed in 2009 include the Charles Houston Recreation Center, DASH facility, Potomac
Yard Fire Station and the associated Green Globe Housing area. All these buildings were
designed to meet the LEED Silver designation or equivalent criteria. Also, T.C. Williams
High School achieved LEED Gold certification in 2009.

3. Adopting the Urban Forestry Master Plan that aims at protecting and enhancing the City’s
tree canopy by setting a goal of 40% tree canopy for the City. The City continues to be
recognized as a Tree City USA and conducted two successful tree sales in 2009.

4. On July 14, Mayor William D. Euille testified before the US Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works on behalf of the City’s work regarding the Eco-City, green
jobs and the new green economy. Mayor Euille’s testimony was part of a joint hearing on the
economic benefits and opportunities for job growth from clean energy and climate-related
policies.

5. Approving two developments with public access and open space easements, which focus on
the City’s open space goals. The City acquired a new open space site on Commonwealth
Avenue and is currently working with the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust to obtain a
conservation easement on private property. In addition, the new 1.12-acre President Gerald
R. Ford Park was dedicated in November, 2009.

6. Releasing two significant reports concerning Air Quality and Emissions, “Alexandria’s State
of The Air Report: Past, Present and Future.” This document summarizes significant
progress the City has made to improve air quality in Alexandria over the last 40 years. The
second report “Greenhouse Gas and Criteria Pollutant Emissions Inventory,” focuses on
containing City government operations and community-wide emission estimates of
greenhouse gases and air pollutants.



7. Recognition as a Bicycle-Friendly Community, bronze level recognition, by the League of
American Bicyclists (2009-13). Key projects included the opening of the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge Trail, rehabilitation of a major section of the Holmes Run Greenway, a "road-diet" to
West Braddock Road and the completion of the Tarleton Trail project.

8. The City’s environmental efforts were recognized by the Virginia Municipal League and the
Virginia Sustainable Building Network.

 The City received the highest certification by the Virginia Municipal League’s Go
Green Government Challenge, platinum level, for the innovative adoption of the-first-
of-its-kind Eco-City Environmental Charter and Environmental Action Plan 2030.

 The City received the 2009 Virginia Sustainable Building Network’s (VSBN) Green
Innovation Award for Most Sustainable Community Project. This award recognizes
the City’s Eco-City Alexandria Initiative efforts toward creating a more
environmentally sustainable community.

9. Several successful environmental education and outreach events took place in 2009 involving
more than 2,000 Alexandria residents. These events include Alexandria Earth Day, stream
clean ups, rain barrel workshops, the Eco-City café and open house, a home energy audit
workshop, a Green Building forum, and a Garden School "Green Garage: Sustainable and
Earth-Friendly Solutions for the Landscape."

10. Significant progress towards the City’s efforts to reduce exposure to second hand smoke
within the community. Most restaurants went totally smoke free and 100% of fast food
restaurants and more than 92% of full service restaurants in Alexandria are now totally
smoke-free.

For more information on the City’s environmental accomplishments or the Eco-City Alexandria
initiative visit alexandriava.gov/environment or contact the Office of Environmental Quality at
703.746.4065.


