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City of Alexandria, Virginia 
__________________ 

 
MEMORANDUM  

 
 

 
 

DATE:            APRIL 3, 2013   

 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 

FROM: SANDRA MARKS, ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR, T&ES 

 

SUBJECT:      AGENDA ITEM #2 - FUNDING UPDATE & ACTIONS OF MAJOR 

TRANSPORTATION BODIES 

 

 

ISSUE: Update of funding and actions of major transportation bodies.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Transportation Commission receive the report.  

 

DISCUSSION: This memorandum provides a brief update on funding and/or actions of 

major regional transportation bodies that relate to Alexandria.  

 

General updates on funding related issues of local, regional and national importance are 

provided below. Attachment 1 is the Commission’s regular Monthly Update of Regional 

Transportation Board Major Actions and Funding.   

 

City: City Council 

On March 27, 2013, City Council adopted a resolution and authorized the City Manager 

to submit a grant application for Federal Transit Administration New Freedom funds to 

improve access to transit for seniors and persons with disabilities. The City will apply for 

$320,000 in funds, to be matched by $80,000 in City funds, to make improvements at 

four intersections (N Washington St and Oronoco St; N Washington St and Princess St; 

Pendleton St and N St Asaph St; Pendleton St and N Columbus St).   

  

State: Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) 

The Governor received several suggestions to amend the transportation legislation (HB 

2313) recently passed by the General Assembly.  The NVTA sent a letter suggesting the 

following changes: 

 Allow use of some of the initial road money prior to meeting criteria for 

congestion mitigation or emergency evacuation; 

 Allow NVTA jurisdictions to use the funds in areas outside the NVTA area, if the 

NVTA is measurably benefitted by the investment; 

 Change the maintenance-of-effort criteria from one year to a five-year average to 

ensure that no jurisdiction is unfairly limited; and 
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 Restrict penalties for misuse of funds to accountable jurisdiction, not the entire 

NVTA. 

 

The Governor has since provided amendments to the legislation, including:  

 Addressed the Attorney General’s issues of constitutionality of the Northern 

Virginia and Hampton Roads regional taxes.  The Attorney General opined that 

these taxes, by being imposed in specific localities, constituted local laws related 

to taxation, which are prohibited by Article IV, §14(5) of the Virginia 

Constitution.  One of the Governor’s amendments says that these local taxes can 

be imposed in any planning district meeting certain population, vehicle 

registration, and transit ridership levels.  Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads 

meet these requirements.  Although no other planning districts do at this time, 

they could grow into them. 

 Lowered the new regional transient occupancy (hotel) tax from 3% to 2%. 

 Lowered the tax on the purchase of new automobiles (from 3% to 4% on July 1; 

rather than increase an additional 1/10 of a percent each succeeding July 1 

through 2016; it will increase 1/20 of a percent each July 1 and be capped at 

4.15% on July 1, 2016). 

 The grantor’s tax (paid by the seller when a property is sold) will be increased by 

15 cents/$100 under the Governor’s proposal.  The bill passed at the end of 

Session proposed a 25 cent/$100 increase. 

 The tax on hybrids and other alternative fuel vehicles is lowered from 

$100/annually to $64/annually. 

 The bill passed by the General Assembly required each Northern Virginia locality 

to spend at least as much on transportation in the future as it did in FY 2013.  The 

Governor amended this requirement so that (i) state and federal grant money (e.g., 

money that the City is receiving for Route 1 Bus Rapid Transit) does not count as 

a locality expenditure; and (ii) this requirement does not apply solely to FY 2013 

expenditures, but to the average annual expenditure for FY 2011-2013. 

 The bill passed by the General Assembly said that if any locality misspent its 

funds (e.g., spent some of the new revenues for something other than 

transportation), all the new taxes and revenues would expire, thus allowing one 

locality to disrupt the entire plan.  The Governor amended the bill to say that if 

any locality misspends its funds, twill not receive any of the new revenues for the 

following year. 

 

State: Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) 

The General Assembly passed legislation requiring that any new transit funds be 

allocated based on performance, but did not dictate the process or the indicators. A 

committee has been appointed to develop the performance indicators and will have its 

first meeting on April 8, 2013.  

 

Regional: Transportation Planning Board (TPB) and Northern Virginia 

Transportation Authority (NVTA), Northern Virginia Transportation Commission 

(NVTC) , Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) and 

Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) 
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Transportation Planning Board (TPB) 

At the March 20, 2013 TPB meeting, the Board passed a resolution to request FTA to 

make TPB the designated recipient for Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility Program under 

MAP-21. The TPB also received a briefing on the results of several household travel 

surveys conducted in the region. Below are some of the key statistics that were captured 

as part of the survey conducted in the Beauregard corridor: 

 78 % of households living in apartments and condo 

 11% no‐car households households 

 46% daily SOV mode share is slightly above the regional average 

 19% daily walk mode share is twice the regional average 

 10% daily transit mode share is 1.7 times the regional average 

 1% daily bike mode share is twice the regional average 

 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) 

The WMATA Board received a briefing regarding why WMATA rail ridership is below 

budgeted assumptions. 

Northern Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC) 

At the NVTC meeting on March 7, 2013, a new Executive Director was appointed for 

NVTC.  A thorough discussion was held with the legislators who drafted the new state 

funding bill about the bill.  

Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) 

The NVTA Board met on March 8, 2013, and approved a set the set of suggestions 

previously discussed be sent to the Governor.  

 

Federal: Funding Updates and Grant Notices of Awards 

No new federal legislation or grant awards were made in the previous month. 


