Streets

Streets are the largest public resource within the City of Alexandria. The city
is responsible for 300 miles of roadways, 2,300 intersections and 430 miles of

“Ideas from
AMP Engagement”

sidewalks. This chapter of the AMP will reflect how streets should be used to
move people and increase quality of life.

AMP Feedback

The experiences and priorities of the
Alexandria community — expressed at
public outreach events in-person and
online — speak to the need for a safe,
well-functioning street network:

- Congestion management, transit
reliability, safe places to walk
and bike, and infrastructure
maintenance rank as top
priorities overall

- A large majority of the population
chooses multiple ways to get around

. Concern regarding cut-through traffic

National & Regional Examples

Prioritizing local Los Angeles City Council Moves to Prevent Waze Rerouting
trips (reducing

cut-through traffic)

. Council Members requested that the City Attorney prepare an
ordinance that would amend the Los Angeles Municipal Code
(LAMCQ) to give the Los Angeles Department of Transportation

Howard St (LADQT) exclusive authority over the provision of digital

: infrastructure that regulates traffic

- By allowing untrained, civilian users to suggest edits to City’s road
designations and direct traffic, Council Members believe that Waze
usurps the authority explicitly granted to the City

Neighborhood
Traffic Calming

Comprehensive Neighborhood Traffic Management Programs

- Provides a full menu of traffic calming tools that address four common
issues: speed, traffic volume, pedestrian safety, and vehicle crashes

- Ranks the tools by level of restrictiveness and effectiveness within the
category

. Tools include raised crosswalks, traffic circles, diverters and more

- Examples: Los Angeles County, CA and Portland, OR

Managing
Congestion

Smart Traffic Signals To Ease Congestion in Pittsburgh

- Sensors at intersections determine traffic volume and adjust stop-
and-go times based on the number of vehicles

- Since 2012, fifty intersections have been equipped with sensors:
intersection wait times have fallen by up to 40%, journey times by as
much as 25%, and emissions by up to 20%

Real-World
Examples
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Reducing Speed Limits to Improve Safety

- Portland cannot redesign all of its roads at once

- “But by lowering speed limits, we can lower the
public’s expectations for high speed and begin to
change the broader culture of speeding.” -Matthew
Ferris- Smith, Portland Bureau of Transportation,
Active Transportation and Safety Division

Left Turn Calming Enhancing
Safety in NYC

- Since 2016, the city has installed
treatments in over 200 intersections

- Treatments such as a’hardened
centerline’slow left turning traffic
up to 20% and change the
characteristics of the turning
movement to increase safety

Slow Zones Designed to Change
Driver Behavior

- Originally inspired by programs in the
UK and Europe

- Speed limit set at 20mph; small,
self-contained area

- Announced with signs and gateway
treatments and self-enforcing via
traffic calming and markings
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Streets

Streets are the largest public resource within the City of Alexandria. The city is responsible
for 300 miles of roadways, 2,300 intersections and 430 miles of sidewalks. This chapter of
the AMP will reflect how streets should be used to move people and increase quality of
life. Priorities we heard for this chaper include safety, balancing the needs of all road users,
limiting cut-through traffic, and easing congestion.

National & Regional Examples (continued)

Pilot Projects NYC Pedestrian Plazas Celebrate 10 Years Design for all users Austin Establishes a Standard Complete Streets Design Process
; ’ - The city works with selected organizations to create neighborhood plazas that within limited space ' ;r:re Cr;r:;glier:e itsr:restivli?ci?:]gI?mT;r;u;IrzziasbI;s:ees aformal design process
transform underused streets into vibrant, social public spaces P 9 P
- Competitive application process with priority given to sites in neighborhoods + The process standardizes the prioritization of features considering
that lack open space, and commitments from local groups to operate, e

maintain, and manage these spaces
Improving Traffic Impact Studies for New Development by Considering All Modes

Community-led Demonstration Project Policy + Guide - Burlington, VT - Mixed-use developments generate fewer vehicle trips than conventional, single-use

- Cities around the world are using temporary and short-term projects to development, especially if located in a walkable neighborhood close to transit service
advance long-term goals related to street safety, neighborhood public space,

and more - Using tools that reflect all modes and the context of the development provide more accurate

estimates
- This policy and guide breaks the pilot project process into smaller segments,
making it easier for everyday residents, advocacy organizations, and
community groups to spearhead short-term “demonstration projects”
alongside DPW and other agencies

- Examples: Washington, D.C. and Portland, OR

Oakland $100 Million Equity-Focused Paving Program

Equity in

Transportation - $100 million over three years reflects a tripling of 0OakDOT's paving budget

DC Spurs Excitement and Community Interaction Through Pedestrian-Only Projects - One goal is to ensure that people who've been marginalized
“Open Streets” Event by past planning efforts benefit from new initiatives

- Temporary closure of main streets to vehicles - Priortizes areas with historic disinvestment for repaving first

- Allows for entertainment, recreation, and economic development - -
Multiple Benefits of Street Connectivity Standards
Connected Street

- Reduces vehicle speeds, reducing the severity of crashes
Networks P 9 y

- Reduces travel distances as well as vehicle miles of travel and helps keep
local trips on local streets rather than clogging arterial roads and highways

- Improves emergency access and response times, allows for more efficient
utility connections and trash and recycling routes

Things to Know About Virginia’s Speed Cameras

« Only permitted in work zones with state trooper present

- C tivit b t th h i block length standard
- Fine of up to $125 would go to state police budget onnectivity can be met through maximtim block fength standards or

' — ull 2 connectivity ratios
- Additional parameters being considered during 2020 legislative session (HB 621) XY Vil Y EER VIS Examples: VDOT's Transportation Efficient Land Use and Design Guide,

Charlotte, NC, Ft. Collins, CO and Portland, OR




