
TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 22, 2013 

 

DOCKET ITEM: 4 

 

ISSUE:   Consideration of a request to modify an existing right turn restriction at 

the intersection of Potomac Avenue and the southern Potomac Yards 

Shopping Center exit drive to allow passenger vehicles to turn right onto 

Potomac Avenue.  The existing right turn prohibition would remain in 

place for trucks only. 

. 

APPLICANT: City of Alexandria 

 

LOCATION: Intersection of Potomac Avenue and the southern Potomac Yards 

Shopping Center exit drive.     

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends modifying the existing “NO RIGHT TURN” sign to “TRUCKS NO RIGHT 

TURN” to allow passenger vehicles to turn right out of the shopping center exit onto southbound 

Potomac Avenue.   

 

DISCUSSION:   
The present intersection of Potomac Avenue and southern exit from the Potomac Yards 

Shopping Center was created with the opening of Potomac Avenue in 2010.  Prior to 

construction of Potomac Avenue, the area behind the shopping center where the present exit is 

located served as a truck turn around area for trucks accessing the Target loading docks [Figure 

1].  A significant portion of the truck turn around area was located within the Potomac Avenue 

roadway alignment, and became part of Potomac Avenue.  The exit from the shopping center 

onto Potomac Avenue was primarily designed to continue to allow trucks the ability to turn 

around to access the Target loading docks.  The exit is one-way eastbound; westbound traffic 

(traffic that would be entering the shopping center from Potomac Avenue) is prohibited. 

 

While the exit design onto Potomac Avenue was focused on maintaining access for trucks to turn 

around, soon after the opening of Potomac Avenue the exit became a popular choice for 

passenger vehicles exiting the shopping center, since this exit serves as an alternative to Route 1.  

Because the geometric design of the exit was focused on trucks turning around to access the 

loading docks, it is not possible for large vehicles to turn right onto Potomac Avenue [Figure 2].  

Therefore, the no right turn sign was installed prior to Potomac Avenue opening to vehicular 

traffic.  However, it is possible for passenger vehicles to safely make a right hand turn onto 

Potomac Avenue without running over the existing curb or encroaching into oncoming Potomac 

Avenue traffic.   

 

Several residents have asked City staff to investigate if the turn restriction could be removed.  

Staff observations of driver behavior at the intersection showed poor compliance with the 

existing right turn restriction sign by passenger vehicles.  Over 70% of the observed vehicles 

using this exit violated the turn prohibition and turned right onto Potomac Avenue.  The 

proposed signage change from “No Right Turn” to “Trucks No Right Turn” would effectively 

legalize the predominant existing turning movement for passenger vehicles using the exit.    



 

 
 

Figure shows overhead view of the location of the current turn restriction on Potomac Avenue 
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Figure shows Southern Potomac Yards Shopping Center Exit – Looking east to Potomac Avenue – 

Proposed Signage Change  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modify sign to “Trucks 

No Right Turn” so that 

cars are able to turn right. 



TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

April 22, 2013 

 

DOCKET ITEM: 5 

 

ISSUE:    Request to reserve on-street spaces for carsharing 

 

APPLICANT: Zipcar Inc. 

 

LOCATION: 600 Block of Madison Street (north side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Montgomery Street (south side) - 1 space 

 1600 block of Prince Street (north side) - 1 space 

700 block of Wilkes St (south side) - 1 space 

700 block of Jefferson St (south side) - 1 space 

100 Block of Stewart Ave (south side) -1 space 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends advertising a solicitation for the requested spaces.  Spaces should be awarded 

to carsharing companies on basis of qualification.  

 

DISCUSSION:   
The City of Alexandria expanded its network of carsharing options as a result of adoption of an 

On-street Carshare Policy by Council on January 22. This policy allows for the City to lease on-

street parking spaces to interested carsharing companies on basis of qualification. According to 

the On-street Carshare Ordinance approved by Council, the annual fee to lease on-street spaces is 

$2,300 in Old Town and $1,500 in Carlyle (attachment 1). The first two on-street carsharing 

spaces were requested by Carlyle Community Council, and approved by the Traffic and parking 

Board in April 2012. Staff advertised a Request for Information (RFI) in July 2012 and awarded 

the two spaces to Hertz on Demand in October 2012. Two carsharing vehicles were placed on 

Ballenger Avenue on March 12, 2013. 

 

ZipCar requested 14 on-street spaces at the following locations:  

 

 600 Block of Madison Street (north side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Montgomery Street (north side) - 1 space 

 100 block of S Peyton Street (west side) - 1 space 

 200 block of S Peyton Street (east side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Wilkes St (north side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Jefferson St (south side) - 1 space 

 2300 block of Mt Vernon (west side) -1 space 

 

Staff surveyed requested block faces and found out that reserving on-street spaces for the 

purpose of carsharing on the following block faces may have a negative impact on residents and 

businesses in the area:  

 

 

 100 block of S Peyton Street (west side)  



 200 block of S Peyton Street (east side)  

 2300 block of Mt Vernon (west side) 

 700 block of Montgomery Street (north side)  

 700 block of Wilkes St (north side)  

 

Staff recommends the following changes (see attachment 1): 

 

 600 Block of Madison Street (north side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Montgomery Street (north south side) - 1 space 

 100 block of S Peyton Street (west side) - 1 space 

 200 block of S Peyton Street (east side) - 1 space 

 1600 block of Prince Street (north side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Wilkes St (north south side) - 1 space 

 700 block of Jefferson St (south side) - 1 spaces 

 2300 block of Mt Vernon (west side) -1 space 

 100 block of Stewart Ave (south side) -1 space 

 

 

Staff recommends soliciting carshare companies to submit an expression of interest to lease six 

on-street spaces listed above for the cost of $2,300 per space per year. On-street spaces should be 

awarded to carsharing companies on basis of qualification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment 1 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



Attachment 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 2 

 

Staff's Recommendation 

 

Requested by ZipCar, denied by staff 

due to negative impact on 

residents/businesses 

 

Requested by ZipCar, and approved 

by staff 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilkes Street 

 

 

 

 

Proposed 

Recommended 

Montgomery St. 

Retail Parking 

Garage 

 

Madison St. 



Wilkes Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jefferson Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed 

Recommended 



Jefferson Street 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt Vernon Avenue 
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TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 22, 2013 

 

DOCKET ITEM: 6 

 

ISSUE:    Consideration of a request to install a “No Parking” sign at the curb 

between 136 and 138 Jasper Place.   

 

APPLICANT: Camille Simmons 

 

LOCATION: 136 Jasper Place Alexandria, VA 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends approving the request to install a “No Parking” sign at the curb between 136 

and 138 Jasper Place. 

 

DISCUSSION:   
Mrs. Simmons, the applicant, currently resides at 136 Jasper Place, which is near the intersection 

of Duke Street and South Jordan Street.  The house is a duplex, abutting their neighbors at 138 

Jasper Place.  This duplex is located on a cul-de-sac at the end of Jasper Place.  Parking in the 

cul-de-sac is very constrained.  Each home on the cul-de-sac has access to a driveway for off 

street parking.  However, these driveways still do not meet the parking demand in this area.  The 

driveway entrances are separated by a small curb that the residents call a “bump.”  Each one of 

these bumps on the cul-de-sac has a “No Parking” sign with the exception of the bump between 

136 and 138 Jasper Place.   

 

The Simmons moved into their house in 2004, and they agreed with their neighbor at the time to 

take down the “No Parking” sign at the bump located between their two driveways in order to 

provide for extra parking.  They agreed to share this on street parking space by partially blocking 

their individual driveways while parking on the bump.  They always had access to their own 

driveways and could move their own cars around should one be blocked.  The abutting house, 

138 Jasper Place, is a rental so neighbors have come and gone.  Mrs. Simmons states that this 

system of parking has not been a problem until now.  It is possible to park on the bump with one 

car while not blocking access to either driveway.  However, Mrs. Simmons states that the 

neighbor will park on the bump and block access to their driveway.  She also states that she has 

talked with her neighbors about the issue numerous times as well as called the Alexandria Police 

Department to enforce the issue, but efforts to resolve the problem with her neighbors have 

failed.   

 

Mrs. Simmons requests to install a “No Parking” sign at the curb located between 136 and 138 

Jasper Place, similar to all of the other houses on this cul-de-sac, in order to resolve this ongoing 

problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Figure shows location of 136 Jaspher Place. 

 

 
 

Figure shows location of the parking space the applicant requests to remove.  

 

Applicant requests to remove 

the indicated parking space 



 
 

Figure shows the location of the requested “No Parking” sign 

 

 
 

 
 

Figures show the “No Parking” signs at the others curbs on this cul-de-sac 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRAFFIC AND PARKING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 22, 2013 

 

DOCKET ITEM: 7 

 

ISSUE:    Consideration of a request to remove parking on both the East and West 

sides of Wayne Street, 10 feet on either side of the service alley entrance 

of Wayne Street between East Nelson Avenue and East Monroe Avenue. 

 

APPLICANT: Stiles Peabody, Recycling Program Analyst, City of Alexandria 

 

LOCATION: Wayne Street between East Monroe Avenue and East Nelson Avenue 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
Staff recommends approving the request to remove parking on both the East and West sides of 

Wayne Street, 10 feet on either side of the service alley entrance of Wayne Street between East 

Nelson Avenue and East Monroe Avenue. 

 

DISCUSSION:   
Service trucks are having difficulty accessing the alley located on Wayne Street, between E. 

Nelson Avenue and E. Monroe Avenue due to cars parking close to the alley entrance.  Wayne 

Street is a residential street approximately 28 feet wide.  Many houses in this neighborhood have 

access to off-street parking.  Parking is permitted on both sides of the street with no restrictions.  

If cars park too close to the alley, or in an undesirable location opposite the alley on the West 

side of Wayne Street, it is extremely difficult for service vehicles to maneuver into the alley.  In 

some instances it has been necessary for the service vehicles to drive over the curb onto a 

resident’s property in order to access the alley.  This resident has recently complained to the City 

of Alexandria about the damage of his property, and is in support of the City implementing 

measures to allow for easier access into the alley. 

  

It has been requested that parking be removed on both the East and West sides of Wayne Street, 

10 feet on either side of the service alley entrance to allow for service trucks to enter the alley 

without damaging any personal property.  Staff supports implementing the requested parking 

restrictions.  Staff has studied the effects of the restrictions on Wayne Street and has concluded 

that a total number of two parking spaces will be lost.  Staff has observed parking conditions on 

Wayne Street during evening and early morning hours and approximately 50 percent of the 

available on street parking spaces were occupied during each period. 

 

The purpose of this request is to address the maneuverability of larger vehicles accessing the 

alley, not site distance, less space is needed than if this were a sight distance issue.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Figure shows location of service alley entrance on Wayne St. between E. Monore to the North 

and E. Nelson to the South.   

 

 
 

Figure shows entrance to service alley with no current parking restrictions. 



 
 

 
 

Figures show service alley entrance and property damage done by service vehicles accessing the 

alley. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Figure shows where parking will be restricted on Wayne Street.  As stated earlier, two spaces 

will be lost as a result of these restrictions.   

10’ Parking Removed 

5’ Parking Removed 

10’ Parking Removed 

Existing Curb-cut 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


