
Dry Detention Basin Maintenance Schedule and Guidelines 
 

This document must be recorded as an addendum to the stormwater management/ BMP 
facilities operation and maintenance agreement 

 
First Year Maintenance Guidelines 
Successful establishment of dry detention basins requires that the following tasks be 
undertaken in the first year following installation: 

 Immediately after the dry extended detention basin is established, the vegetation will 
be watered twice weekly if needed until the plants become established (commonly six 
weeks).   

 No portion of the dry extended detention pond will be fertilized after the first initial 
fertilization to establish the vegetation. 

 The vegetation in and around the basin will be maintained at a height of approximately 
six inches. 

 
Routine Maintenance Guidelines 
Dry detention basins must be inspected to ensure that they operate in good working condition 
and in accordance with the approved design and specifications. Items in need of repair must be 
immediately addressed. 
 

Routine Maintenance Tasks Frequency 

Remove debris and trash  As needed 

Outlet/inlet inspection and cleanout Annually 

Bank mowing and inspection/stabilization of 
eroded areas 

As needed to maintain 4”-9” height 

Forebay inspection and cleanout 
Annually -remove sediment every 7 years or 
when sediment volume exceeds 50% of 
storage volume 

Check pond depth Annually-remove sediment as needed 

Remove woody vegetation along embankment Annually 

Inspect for  and repair structural damage Annually 

Inspect, exercise, and repair all mechanical 
devices 

Annually 

Repair broken pipes As needed 

Replace riprap that has been choked with 
sediment 

As needed 

 


