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Climate disruption is an urgent threat to the environmental and economic health 
of our communities. in 2005, the City of Alexandria acknowledged this threat by 
signing onto the US Conference of Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement. This 
agreement establishes a framework for local governments to become active par-
ticipants in the fight against global warming fight against global warming by implementing policies and pro-
grams to curb the release of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. But the 
City staff cannot do it alone: We need YOUR HELP YOUR HELP YOUR HELP to make Alexandria the van-
guard in Climate Protection.  

Calculate your carbon footprint: Calculate your carbon footprint: Calculate your carbon footprint:    
The average American produces 18.5 tons of CO2 per year. Visit  

CarbonNeutral.com to Find out how large your footprint is. 
 

Plant a treePlant a treePlant a tree   
A single tree will absorb one ton of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. 

 
Replace ordinary bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbsReplace ordinary bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbsReplace ordinary bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs   

One CFL prevents the release of a half-ton of CO2 over the life of the bulb. 
 

Turn off unused appliances and electronic devices 
In an average home, appliances and electronic devices are left on when not in use. Simply 

turning these devices off can prevent the release of thousands of pounds of CO2. 
 

Refuse, Reduce, ReRefuse, Reduce, ReRefuse, Reduce, Re---Use, RecycleUse, RecycleUse, Recycle   
Refuse - plastic shopping bags and excess packaging material 

    Reduce - the waste you produce. 
        Reuse - reuse packaging, bags and containers. 

   
Buy products with the "Energy Star" label 

Choosing ENERGY STAR products can save you up to 30 percent on your energy bill, with-
out sacrificing features, style, or comfort. 

 
Drive lessDrive lessDrive less   

You can save one pound of CO2 for every mile you don’t drive! 
 

Heat and cool smartly 
Installing a programmable thermostat can save about 1,800 pounds of CO2 a year and 

about $100 a year in energy costs.  
   

Use Water WiselyUse Water WiselyUse Water Wisely   
Municipal water systems require a lot of energy to purify Municipal water systems require a lot of energy to purify Municipal water systems require a lot of energy to purify and distribute water to house-

holds, and saving water, especially hot water, can lower greenhouse gas emissions. 
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