
  
   

 

City of Alexandria “Build Your own Rain Barrel” Workshop 

James K. Polk Elementary School Multipurpose Room 

5000 Polk Ave, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Saturday, May 14, 2011 

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

 
Interested in saving the environment, living “green,” and protecting the 

Chesapeake Bay? The City of Alexandria, in partnership with other regional 

governments and organizations, invites residents to attend a “Build Your Own 

Rain Barrel” workshop on Saturday, May 14 from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. to be 

held in James K. Polk Elementary School, 5000 James Polk Ave., Alexandria, VA 

22304.  The Workshop will be held in the Multipurpose Room, which can be 

accessed from the parking lot through Door #11. 
 

Why Rain Barrels? 

Rain barrels can be placed under your downspouts to capture runoff from the 

roof. By installing a rain barrel at your home you will: 

 

Provide your plants with water they will love! Unlike treated water, which 

is "softened" with dissolved minerals, rain water is naturally soft. The water 

stored in your rain barrel is great for washing your car and watering indoor or 

outdoor plants.  

 

 

Save money and water! Instead of water from the tap or faucet, you can use the water you've saved 

to keep your home landscape happy and growing. You'll also reduce your water bill! 

 

Protect the Chesapeake Bay! Water in your rain barrel is water that won't rush off into our 

streams. Instead, as you use the stored rain water around the home and garden, it will absorb slowly 

into the ground, replenishing groundwater supplies. By decreasing the volume of storm runoff, rain 

barrels also help moderate stream erosion and the resulting pollution that is impairing the 

Chesapeake Bay. 

 

Registration for this workshop is required.  Please visit http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org/barrel.php to 

register and pay online.  To pay by check, follow the directions on the website.  The cost for a build-your-own-

barrel is $52 for guaranteed registration with PayPal/credit card payment (includes a $2 processing fee).  If you 

prefer to send a check, the cost is $50, but be aware that your spot at the workshop will not be confirmed until 

payment is received. Ready-made barrels are also available for a slightly higher cost. 

 

The workshop is sponsored by the Northern Virginia Rain Barrel Program. Partner organizations and agencies 

include the City of Alexandria, Arlington County, Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment, Northern Virginia 

Soil & Water Conservation District, the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, Fairfax County, 

Fairfax County Public Schools, the City of Falls Church, the Reston Association, and Fairfax County Park 

Authority.  

 

For more information about the Rain Barrel Workshops please contact Jesse Maines with the City of 

Alexandria’s, Office of Environmental Quality, Department of Transportation and Environmental Services, at 

jesse.maines@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.4071. 
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