environment | economy | community

CO-GITY AUDIT

rlELP THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA ACHIEVE ITS ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY GOALS BY BECOMING AN

Eco-CITIES ARE PLACES WHERE PEOPLE CAN LIVE HEALTHIER AND
ECONOMICALLY PRODUCTIVE LIVES WHILE REDUCING THEIR IMPACT ON THE
ENVIRONMENT. THEY WORK TO HARMONIZE EXISTING POLICIES, REGIONAL
REALITIES, AND ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS MARKETS WITH THEIR NATURAL
RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS. EcoO-CITIES STRIVE TO ENGAGE
ALL CITIZENS IN COLLABORATIVE AND TRANSPARENT DECISION MAKING, WHILE
BEING MINDFUL OF SOCIAL EQUITY CONCERNS.

WHAT IS EcO-CITY ALEXANDRIA?

BEGINNING IN SPRING 2007, THE OCITY OF ALEXANDRIA PARTNERED WITH
VIRGINIA TECH’S DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING (UAP) TO
DESIGN AND FACILITATE A NEW, STRATEGIC COLLABORATIVE PLANNING
PROCESS, CALLED ECO-CITY ALEXANDRIA, TO CREATE AN ECcO-CITY CHARTER
(JuNE 2008) AND ENVIRONMENTAL AcCcTION PLAN (PHASE | COMPLETED
JANUARY 2009) TO GUIDE ALEXANDRIA TOWARD SUSTAINABILITY. PHASE Il
OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN IS SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION IN THE
SUMMER OF 20009.

ALEXANDRIA’S ENVIRONMENTAL PoLicy CoMMIsSsION (EPDC) 1S THE
PROJECT’S PRINCIPAL ADVISOR ALONG WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE
ALEXANDRIA CITY COuNCIL AND CITY STAFF. IF YOU wOULD LIKE TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT ECO-CITY ALEXANDRIA PLEASE VISIT

HTTP:/ WWW.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/ECO-CITY. YOU MAY ALSO SIGN UP FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENEWS AT HTTPS!/ENEWS.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/ TO
RECEIVE UPDATES ON VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AND EcO-
CITY/ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS HAPPENING IN THE CITY.

WHY PERFORM AN ECO-CITY AUDIT?

COMPLETING THE ECO-CITY AUDIT WILL HELP YOU LEARN WAYS TO:
REDUCE AIR, WATER, AND SOLID WASTE POLLUTION

REDUCE YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT

REDUCE RESOURCE CONSUMPTION

REDUCE WATER AND ENERGY COSTS

IMPROVE YOUR INDOOR ENVIRONMENT

IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH AND THE HEALTH OF THE ENVIRONMENT

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS THE DRAFT VERSION OF THE ECO-CITY AUDIT.
THEREFDORE, WE ASK THAT YOU SUBMIT YOUR COMMENTS AND COMPLETED
ECO-CITY AUDIT VIA EMAIL TO ECO-CITYALEXANDRIA@MALEXANDRIAVA.GOV OR
BY FAX TO THE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AT 703-519-5941.

YOUR COMMENTS WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO THE INTERACTIVE, WEB-BASED
VERSION OF THE AUDIT, SLATED FOR RELEASE LATER IN 20009.


http://www.alexandriava.gov/Eco-City
https://enews.alexandriava.gov/
mailto:CityAlexandria@alexandriava.gov

ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE ALEXANDRIA

Name (optional): Email Address (optional):

Do you live in Alexandria? Do you work in Alexandria?

Yes, | am No, but | will
implementing implement
this action this action

HAVE YOU INSTALLED A PROGRAMMABLE
THERMOSTAT?

ARE THERE AT LEAST TWO ENERGY STAR
LABELED PRODUCTS IN YOUR HOME?

DO YOU PURCHASE RENEWABLE ENERGY OR
GREEN POWER VIA YOUR HOME ENERGY BILL?

HAVE YOU INSTALLED SOLAR PANELS,
GEOTHERMAL, OR OTHER RENEWABLE ENERGY
TECHNOLOGIES?

HAVE YOU REPLACED MOST OF YOUR
INCANDESCENT BULBS WITH COMPACT
FLUORESCENT BULBS (CFLS)?

HAVE YOU HAD AN ENERGY AUDIT PERFORMED?

HAS YOUR HOME BEEN WEATHERIZED (E.G.
INSTALLATION OF ENERGY-EFFICIENT WINDOWS,
DOORS, OR CAULKED/SEAL AIR LEAKS)?

IS YOUR WATER HEATER TEMPERATURE SET AT
120°F OR LESS?

ARE ELECTRONICS AND LIGHTS TURNED OFF
WHEN NOT IN USE?

TOTAL IMPLEMENTED ACTIONS | |

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE
ALEXANDRIA

Yes, | am
implementing
this action

No, but | will
implement this
action

DO YOuU PERIODICALLY CHECK YOUR HOME
FOR WATER LEAKS AND SEAL THOSE YOu
DISCOVER?

HAVE YOU INSTALLED RAIN BARRELS OR
OTHER RAINWATER HARVESTING EQUIPMENT?

IS THE HARVESTED WATER USED FOR
LANDSCAPING, TO FLUSH YOUR TOILETS, OR
OTHER APPROPRIATE APPLICATIONS?

IS YOUR KITCHEN AND BATHROOM(S)
EQUIPPED WITH LOW-FLOW FAUCETS, TOILETS,
SHOWERHEADS, ETC?

DO YOU ABIDE BY THE CITY’S SLOGAN, “0ONLY
RAIN DOWN THE STORM DRAIN”?

IF YOU HAVE A DOG, DO YOU DISPOSE OF ITS
WASTE PROPERLY?

DO YOU TURN THE WATER OFF WHEN
BRUSHING YOUR TEETH AND/OR SHAVING?

HAVE YOU OPTED NOT TO USE PESTICIDES
AND HERBICDES?

DO YOU WAIT UNTIL THE DISHWASHER IS FULL
BEFORE OPERTING IT?

TOTAL IMPLEMENTED ACTIAONS

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE
ALEXANDRIA

Yes, | am
implementing
this action

No, but | will
implement this
action

DO YOU USE REUSABLE BAGS WHEN
SHOPPING FOR GROCERIES OR OTHER ITEMS?

DO YOu DISPOSE OF HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE (INCLUDING SPENT CFLS)
AT THE CITY’S HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE DROP-OFF SITE?

DO YOU RECYCLE OR REUSE YOUR PAPER
PRODUCTS, PLASTICS, GLASS, CANS OR
OTHER WASTE?

DO YOU RECYCLE YOUR OLD ELECTRONICS AT
THE CITY’S HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
DROP-OFF SITE?

DO YOuU COMPOST YOUR YARD AND/OR
KITCHEN WASTE?

DD YOU RECYCLE AT WORK?

HAVE YOU OPTED TO RECEIVE AND PAY YOUR
BILLING STATEMENTS ONLINE?

HAVE YOU ELIMINATED JUNK MAIL?

ARE PAPER PLATES AND CUPS USED ONLY
WHEN NECESSARY (E.G. LARGE CROWDS)?

DO YOU DRINK TAP OR FAUCET-FILTERED
WATER IN LIEU OF BOTTLED WATER?

TOTAL IMPLEMENTED ACTIONS

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE
ALEXANDRIA

Yes, | am
implementing
this action

No, but | will
implement this
action

DO YOU PERIODICALLY CHECK YOUR CAR
TIRES TO ENSURE THEY ARE PROPERLY
INFLATED?

DO YOU TELECOMMUTE TO WORK?

DO YOU TAKE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION (E.G.
BUS, METRO, TROLLEY, ETC.)?

DO YOU WALK AND/OR CYCLE REGULARLY TO
YOUR DESTINATIONS?

ARE YOUR CAR CLASSIFIED AS A LOW-
EMISSIONS VEHICLE (E.G., HYBRID, ELECTRIC,
ETC.)?

HAVE YOU REPLACED YOUR GAS POWERED
LAWN AND GARDEN EQUIPMENT WITH
ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT?

TOTAL IMPLEMENTED ACTIAONS

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE | vastem | |1 o bt
ALEXANDRIA e cton P eim

DO YOU PURCHASE ORGANIC FOODS AND
PRODUCTS?

DO YOU PURCHASE LOW vOC PAINTS,
CARPETING, ETC.?

DO YOU PURCHASE NON-TOXIGC AND
BIODEGRADABLE CLEANING PRODUCTS?

DO YOU PURCHASE LOCALLY PRODUCED OR
GROWN FOOD, CLOTHING, AND OTHER
ESSENTIAL ITEMS?

DO YOu USE “GREEN” VENDORS FOR
CATERING, LANDSCAPING, CLEANING, ETC.?

DOES YOUR DRY CLEANER UTILIZE
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CLEANING
PRODUCTS?

TOTAL IMPLEMENTED ACTIONS I

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE
ALEXANDRIA

Yes, | am
implementing this
action

No, but | will
implement this
action

HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN THE CITY’S
STREAM CLEANUPS?

HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN THE CITY’S
ADOPT-A-BLOCK LITTER PROGRAM?

HAVE YOU PARTICIPATED IN THE BOITY’S
INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL EVENTS?

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF ANY ENVIRONMENTAL
GROUPS OR ORGANIZATIONS?

HAVE YOU ORGANIZED AN ENVIRONMENTAL
EVENT IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?

DO YOU AGREE TO RECRUIT AT LEAST TWO OF
YOUR NEIGHBORS TO COMPLETE THE ECO-
CITY AUDIT?

DO YOU AGREE TO RETAKE THE AUDIT IN SIX
MONTHS TO MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS?

TOTAL IMPLEMENTED ACTIONS I

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




ECO LIVING WEBSITES

ECO-CITY ALEXANDRIA HTTP:/ WWW.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/ECO-CITY
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
HTTP:/WWW.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/OEQR

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA, DIVISION OF SOLID WASTE
HTTP:!//WWW.ALEXANDRIAVA.GOV/TES

ECO-GREEN LIVING STORE HTTP:/WWW.ECO-GREENLIVING.COM/
EPA ENERGY STAR PROGRAM HTTP:!//WWW.ENERGYSTAR.GOV/
EPA WATER SENSE PROGRAM HTTP!//WWW.EPA.GOV/WATERSENSE/
AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH CARBON CALCULATOR
HTTP://WWW.CLIMATECRISIS.NET/TAKEACTION/CARBONCALCULATOR/
DOE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY DEPARTMENT
HTTP:!/WWW.EERE.ENERGY.GOV/

SIERRA CLUB HTTP:/WWW.SIERRACLUB.ORG/

VIRGINIA TECH URBAN AFFAIRS AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT
HTTP:!//WWW.UAP.VT.EDUW/

DOMINION POWER GREEN POWER PURCHASE PROGRAM
HTTP:/DOM.COM/CUSTOMER/EFFICIENCY/VARES GREENPOWER.JSP
NATIONAL DO NOT MAIL LIST
HTTPS:/WWW.DIRECTMAIL.COM/DIRECTORY/MAIL_PREFERENCE/?REF=06
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http://www.alexandriava.gov/Eco-City
http://www.alexandriava.gov/oeq_
http://www.alexandriava.gov/tes
http://www.alexandriava.gov/tes
http://www.eco-greenliving.com/
http://www.eco-greenliving.com/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/carboncalculator/
http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/carboncalculator/
http://www.eere.energy.gov/
http://www.eere.energy.gov/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.uap.vt.edu/
http://dom.com/customer/efficiency/vares_greenpower.jsp

