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Eco-Cities are places where people can live healthier and 
economically productive lives while reducing their impact on the 
environment. They work to harmonize existing policies, regional 
realities, and economic and business markets with their natural 
resources and environmental assets. Eco-Cities strive to engage 
all citizens in collaborative and transparent decision making, while 
being mindful of social equity concerns. 
 
What is Eco-City Alexandria? 
Beginning in spring 2007, the City of Alexandria partnered with 
Virginia Tech’s Department of Urban Affairs and Planning (UAP) to 
design and facilitate a new, strategic collaborative planning 
process, called Eco-City Alexandria, to create an Eco City Charter 
(June 2008) and Environmental Action Plan (phase I Completed 
January 2009) to guide Alexandria toward sustainability. Phase II 
of the environmental action plan is scheduled for completion in the 
summer of 2009. 

-

 
Alexandria’s Environmental Policy Commission (EPC) is the 
project’s principal advisor along with representatives from the 
Alexandria City Council and City Staff. If you would like to learn 
more about eco-city Alexandria please visit  
http:// www.alexandriava.gov/Eco-City. You may also sign up for 
environmental quality enews at https://enews.alexandriava.gov/ to 
receive updates on volunteer opportunities and Eco-
City/environmental events happening in the city. 
 
Why perform an eco-city audit? 
Completing the eco-city audit will help you learn ways to: 

 Reduce air, water, and solid waste pollution  
 Reduce your carbon footprint 
 Reduce resource consumption 
  Reduce water and energy costs
 Improve your indoor environment 
 Improve your health and the health of the environment 

 
lease note that this is the Draft version of the eco-city audit. P

Therefore, we ask that you submit your comments and completed 
eco-city audit via email to Eco-CityAlexandria@alexandriava.gov o
by fax to the office of environmental quality at 703-519-5941.  
 

r 

our comments will be incorporated into the interactive, web-based 
version of the audit, slated for release later in 2009.  
Y

http://www.alexandriava.gov/Eco-City
https://enews.alexandriava.gov/
mailto:CityAlexandria@alexandriava.gov
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ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE ALEXANDRIA 
 

e (option  

?                             

         Nam
 

al):                                                            Email Address (optional):

         Do you live in Alexandria?                                             Do you work in Alexandria
                                

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION 
 

DID YOU KNOW? A programmable thermostat 
offer  energy-saving potential for s the most

your home, and through proper use, can 
save up to $150 in energy costs each year. 

(SOURCE: EPA)  

 
Yes, I am 

implementing 

 
No, but I will 
implement 

this action this action 

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  IINNSSTTAALLLLEE RRAAMMMMAABBLLEE  

TTHHEERRMMOOSSTTAATT??  
    DD  AA  PPRROOGG

AARREE  TTHHEERREE  AATT  LLEEAASSTT  TTWWOO  EENNEERRGGYY  SSTTAARR  

LLAABBEELLEEDD  PPRROODDUUCCTTSS  IINN  YYOOUURR  HHOOMMEE??  
    

DDOO  YYOOUU  PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  RREENNEEWWAABBLLEE  EENNEERRGGYY  OORR  

GGRREEEENN  PPOOWWEERR  VVIIAA  YYOOUURR  HHOOMMEE  EENNEERRGGYY  BBIILLLL??  
    

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  IINNSSTTAALLLLEEDD  SSOOLLAARR  PPAANNEELLSS,,  
GGEEOOTTHHEERRMMAALL,,  OORR  OOTTHHEERR  RREENNEEWWAABBLLEE  EENNEERRGGYY  

    

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGIIEESS??  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  RREEPPLLAACCEEDD  MMOOSSTT  OOFF  YYOOUURR  

IINNCCAANNDDEESSCCEENNTT  BBUULLBBSS  WWIITTHH  CCOOMMPPAACCTT  
    

FFLLUUOORREESSCCEENNTT  BBUULLBBSS  ((CCFFLLSS))??  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  HHAADD  AANN  EENNEERRGGYY  AAUUDDIITT  PPEERRFFOORRMMEEDD??      

HHASS  YYOOUURR  HHOOMMEE  BBEEEENN  WWEEAATTHHEERRIIZZEEDD  ((EE..GG..  A
IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONN  OOFF  EENNEERRGGYY--EEFFFFIICCIIEENNTT  WWIINNDDOOWWSS,,  

  

DDOOOORRSS,,  OORR  CCAAUULLKKEEDD//SSEEAALL  AAIIRR  LLEEAAKKSS))??  

  

IISS  YYOOUURR  WWAATTEERR  HHEEAATTEERR  TTEEMMPPEERRAATTUURREE  SSEETT  AATT  

112200°°FF  OORR  LLEESSSS??  
    

AARREE  EELLEECCTTRROONNIICCSS  AANNDD  LLIIGGHHTTSS  TTUURRNNEEDD  OOFFFF  

WWHHEENN  NNOOTT  IINN  UUSSEE??  
    

TTOOTTAALL  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTEEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS      



 
 
 
 

WATER RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
DID YOU KNOW? a leaky faucet wastes as much as 2,700 gallons a year 
at a drip per second, and a leaky toilet can waste more than 1,000 

gallons per day. (source: creation stewardship committee) 

ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
ALEXANDRIA 

  

 
Yes, I am 

implementing 
this action 

 
No, but I will 

implement this 
action 

DDOO  YYOOUU  PPEERRIIOODDIICCAALLLLYY  CCHHEECCKK  YYOOUURR  HHOOMMEE  

FFOORR  WWAATTEERR  LLEEAAKKSS  AANNDD  SSEEAALL  TTHHOOSSEE  YYOOUU  

DDIISSCCOOVVEERR??  

  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  IINNSSTTAALLLLEEDD  RRAAIINN  BBAARRRREELLSS  OORR  

OOTTHHEERR  RRAAIINNWWAATTEERR  HHAARRVVEESSTTIINNGG  EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT??  
  

IISS  TTHHEE  HHAARRVVEESSTTEEDD  WWAATTEERR  UUSSEEDD  FFOORR  

LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPIINNGG,,  TTOO  FFLLUUSSHH  YYOOUURR  TTOOIILLEETTSS,,  OORR  

OOTTHHEERR  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTEE  AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS??  

  

IISS  YYOOUURR  KKIITTCCHHEENN  AANNDD  BBAATTHHRROOOOMM((SS))  
EEQQUUIIPPPPEEDD  WWIITTHH  LLOOWW--FFLLOOWW  FFAAUUCCEETTSS,,  TTOOIILLEETTSS,,  
SSHHOOWWEERRHHEEAADDSS,,  EETTCC??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  AABBIIDDEE  BBYY  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY’’SS  SSLLOOGGAANN,,  ““OONNLLYY  

RRAAIINN  DDOOWWNN  TTHHEE  SSTTOORRMM  DDRRAAIINN””??  
  

IIFF  YYOOUU  HHAAVVEE  AA  DDOOGG,,  DDOO  YYOOUU  DDIISSPPOOSSEE  OOFF  IITTSS  

WWAASSTTEE  PPRROOPPEERRLLYY??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  TTUURRNN  TTHHEE  WWAATTEERR  OOFFFF  WWHHEENN  

BBRRUUSSHHIINNGG  YYOOUURR  TTEEEETTHH  AANNDD//OORR  SSHHAAVVIINNGG??  
  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  OOPPTTEEDD  NNOOTT  TTOO  UUSSEE  PPEESSTTIICCIIDDEESS  

AANNDD  HHEERRBBIICCDDEESS??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  WWAAIITT  UUNNTTIILL  TTHHEE  DDIISSHHWWAASSHHEERR  IISS  FFUULLLL  

BBEEFFOORREE  OOPPEERRTTIINNGG  IITT??  
  

TTOOTTAALL  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTEEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS   
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SOLID WASTE 
DID YOU KNOW? About 2.5 billion plastic shopping bags are used every 
year and each takes 1,000 years to break down in a landfill. That’s 

about 2,500 bags used per family per year.  
(Source: less plastic bags campaign) 

ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
ALEXANDRIA 

  

 
Yes, I am 

implementing 
this action 

 
No, but I will 

implement this 
action 

DDOO  YYOOUU  UUSSEE  RREEUUSSAABBLLEE  BBAAGGSS  WWHHEENN  

SSHHOOPPPPIINNGG  FFOORR  GGRROOCCEERRIIEESS  OORR  OOTTHHEERR  IITTEEMMSS??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  DDIISSPPOOSSEE  OOFF  HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  

HHAAZZAARRDDOOUUSS  WWAASSTTEE  ((IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG  SSPPEENNTT  CCFFLLSS))  
AATT  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY’’SS  HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  HHAAZZAARRDDOOUUSS  

WWAASSTTEE  DDRROOPP--OOFFFF  SSIITTEE??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  RREECCYYCCLLEE  OORR  RREEUUSSEE  YYOOUURR  PPAAPPEERR  

PPRROODDUUCCTTSS,,  PPLLAASSTTIICCSS,,  GGLLAASSSS,,  CCAANNSS  OORR  

OOTTHHEERR  WWAASSTTEE??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  RREECCYYCCLLEE  YYOOUURR  OOLLDD  EELLEECCTTRROONNIICCSS  AATT  

TTHHEE  CCIITTYY’’SS  HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  HHAAZZAARRDDOOUUSS  WWAASSTTEE  

DDRROOPP--OOFFFF  SSIITTEE??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  CCOOMMPPOOSSTT  YYOOUURR  YYAARRDD  AANNDD//OORR  

KKIITTCCHHEENN  WWAASSTTEE??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  RREECCYYCCLLEE  AATT  WWOORRKK??    

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  OOPPTTEEDD  TTOO  RREECCEEIIVVEE  AANNDD  PPAAYY  YYOOUURR  

BBIILLLLIINNGG  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTTSS  OONNLLIINNEE??  
  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  EELLIIMMIINNAATTEEDD  JJUUNNKK  MMAAIILL??    

AARREE  PPAAPPEERR  PPLLAATTEESS  AANNDD  CCUUPPSS  UUSSEEDD  OONNLLYY  

WWHHEENN  NNEECCEESSSSAARRYY  ((EE..GG..  LLAARRGGEE  CCRROOWWDDSS))??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  DDRRIINNKK  TTAAPP  OORR  FFAAUUCCEETT--FFIILLTTEERREEDD  

WWAATTEERR  IINN  LLIIEEUU  OOFF  BBOOTTTTLLEEDD  WWAATTEERR??  
  

TTOOTTAALL  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTEEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS   
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TRANSPORTATION & AIR QUALITY 
DID YOU KNOW? Properly inflated t res can improve fuel efficiency up to i

3.3 percent. Conserving just 1 percent of the fuel used by your 
vehicle each year (about 8 gallons of gas) can reduce carbon d oxide i

emissions from your vehicle by over 150 pounds per year.  
(Source: GreenYour.com) 

ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
ALEXANDRIA 

  

 
Yes, I am 

implementing 
this action 

 
No, but I will 

implement this 
action 

DDoo  yyoouu  ppeerriiooddiiccaallllyy  cchheecckk  yyoouurr  ccaarr  
ttiirreess  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthheeyy  aarree  pprrooppeerrllyy  
iinnffllaatteedd??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  TTEELLEECCOOMMMMUUTTEE  TTOO  WWOORRKK??    

DDOO  YYOOUU  TTAAKKEE  PPUUBBLLIICC  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTIIOONN  ((EE..GG..  
BBUUSS,,  MMEETTRROO,,  TTRROOLLLLEEYY,,  EETTCC..))??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  WWAALLKK  AANNDD//OORR  CCYYCCLLEE  RREEGGUULLAARRLLYY  TTOO  

YYOOUURR  DDEESSTTIINNAATTIIOONNSS??  
  

AARREE  YYOOUURR  CCAARR  CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDD  AASS  AA  LLOOWW--
EEMMIISSSSIIOONNSS  VVEEHHIICCLLEE  ((EE..GG..,,  HHYYBBRRIIDD,,  EELLEECCTTRRIICC,,  
EETTCC..))??  

  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  RREEPPLLAACCEEDD  YYOOUURR  GGAASS  PPOOWWEERREEDD  

LLAAWWNN  AANNDD  GGAARRDDEENN  EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT  WWIITTHH  

EELLEECCTTRRIICC  EEQQUUIIPPMMEENNTT??  

  

TTOOTTAALL  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTEEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS   
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GREEN PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
DID YOU KNOW? If only 10,000 medium sized farms in the U.S. converted 
to organic product on, they would store as much carbon in the so l as i i

we would save if we took 1miillion cars off the road.          
(source: Rodale institute) 

ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
ALEXANDRIA 

 
Yes, I am 

implementing this 
action 

 
No, but I will 

implement this 
action 

DDOO  YYOOUU  PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  OORRGGAANNIICC  FFOOOODDSS  AANNDD  

PPRROODDUUCCTTSS??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  LLOOWW  VVOOCC  PPAAIINNTTSS,,  
CCAARRPPEETTIINNGG,,  EETTCC..??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  NNOONN--TTOOXXIICC  AANNDD  

BBIIOODDEEGGRRAADDAABBLLEE  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  PPRROODDUUCCTTSS??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  PPUURRCCHHAASSEE  LLOOCCAALLLLYY  PPRROODDUUCCEEDD  OORR  

GGRROOWWNN  FFOOOODD,,  CCLLOOTTHHIINNGG,,  AANNDD  OOTTHHEERR  

EESSSSEENNTTIIAALL  IITTEEMMSS??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  UUSSEE  ““GGRREEEENN””  VVEENNDDOORRSS  FFOORR  

CCAATTEERRIINNGG,,  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPIINNGG,,  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG,,  EETTCC..??  
  

DDOOEESS  YYOOUURR  DDRRYY  CCLLEEAANNEERR  UUTTIILLIIZZEE  

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALLLLYY  FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY  CCLLEEAANNIINNGG  

PPRROODDUUCCTTSS??  

  

TTOOTTAALL  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTEEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS   
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
DID YOU KNOW? Volunteers removed approximately 110 bags of trash 
from four mile run during the 21stannual Potomac river watershed 

cleanup. (source: City of Alexandria, office of environmental quality) 

ACTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
ALEXANDRIA  

 
Yes, I am 

implementing this 
action 

 
No, but I will 

implement this 
action 

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAATTEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY’’SS  

SSTTRREEAAMM  CCLLEEAANNUUPPSS??  
  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAATTEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY’’SS  

AADDOOPPTT--AA--BBLLOOCCKK  LLIITTTTEERR  PPRROOGGRRAAMM??  
  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAATTEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY’’SS  

IINNVVAASSIIVVEE  SSPPEECCIIEESS  RREEMMOOVVAALL  EEVVEENNTTSS??  
  

AARREE  YYOOUU  AA  MMEEMMBBEERR  OOFF  AANNYY  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  

GGRROOUUPPSS  OORR  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS??  
  

HHAAVVEE  YYOOUU  OORRGGAANNIIZZEEDD  AANN  EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  

EEVVEENNTT  IINN  YYOOUURR  NNEEIIGGHHBBOORRHHOOOODD??  
  

DDOO  YYOOUU  AAGGRREEEE  TTOO  RREECCRRUUIITT  AATT  LLEEAASSTT  TTWWOO  OOFF  

YYOOUURR  NNEEIIGGHHBBOORRSS  TTOO  CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  TTHHEE  EECCOO--
CCIITTYY  AAUUDDIITT??  

  

DDOO  YYOOUU  AAGGRREEEE  TTOO  RREETTAAKKEE  TTHHEE  AAUUDDIITT  IINN  SSIIXX  

MMOONNTTHHSS  TTOO  MMEEAASSUURREE  YYOOUURR  PPRROOGGRREESSSS??  
  

TTOOTTAALL  IIMMPPLLEEMMEENNTTEEDD  AACCTTIIOONNSS   
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EECCOO  LLIIVVIINNGG  WWEEBBSSIITTEESS  
 

 Eco-city Alexandria http:// www.alexandriava.gov/Eco-City 
 City of Alexandria, office of environmental quality  

HTTP://www.alexandriava.gov/oeq
 City of Alexandria, division of solid waste 

http://www.alexandriava.gov/tes 
 Eco-green living store http://www.eco-greenliving.com/ 
 Epa energy star program http://www.energystar.gov/ 
 Epa water sense program http://www.epa.gov/watersense/ 
 An inconvenient truth carbon calculator 

http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/carboncalculator/ 
 Doe energy efficiency and renewable energy department 

http://www.eere.energy.gov/ 
 Sierra club http://www.sierraclub.org/ 
 nd planninVirginia tech urban affairs a g Department 

http://www.uap.vt.edu/ 
 Dominion power green power purchase program 

http://dom.com/customer/efficiency/vares_greenpower.jsp  
 National do not mail list 

https://www.directmail.com/directory/mail_preference/?ref=G 
 

 
 

http://www.alexandriava.gov/Eco-City
http://www.alexandriava.gov/oeq_
http://www.alexandriava.gov/tes
http://www.alexandriava.gov/tes
http://www.eco-greenliving.com/
http://www.eco-greenliving.com/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/carboncalculator/
http://www.climatecrisis.net/takeaction/carboncalculator/
http://www.eere.energy.gov/
http://www.eere.energy.gov/
http://www.sierraclub.org/
http://www.uap.vt.edu/
http://dom.com/customer/efficiency/vares_greenpower.jsp

