
 

Environmental Policy Commission Minutes 
October 15, 2012 EPC Meeting 
 
EPC Members in Attendance 

 Peter Pennington (Chair)  Danielle Fidler  Kurt Moser 
X Chinling Chen  Josh Sawislak  Geoffrey Goode 
 Steve Walz  Scott Barstow  Rebecca Jablon 
  X Ryan Sloan   
[ = In attendance X= Absent] 
 
City Staff 
Bill Skrabak, Khoa Tran 
 
 
 
Begin 7:35 PM 
 
Welcome and Introductions 

- Peter called the meeting to order and welcomed Whitney Stohr, a local citizen, and 
Adrienne Fancher from AlexRenew. 

 
Staff and Commission Updates 

- GenOn Closure 
o A successful reception at City Hall was held on October 9th, where the Mirant 

Community Monitoring Group (MCMG) was thanked 
o There will be one more MCMG meeting on November 7th at 7:30 pm to discuss 

the decommissioning of the plant.  Peter will attend. 
- Bill announced that the City received some feedback from the State on the CSO 

permitting approach.  In general, the State is supportive of the approach. 
o Once the City has something more concrete, the City will come to the EPC. 

- Please participate in ACTion Alexandria’s public engagement questionnaire that can be 
found on their website (http://www.actionalexandria.org/) 

- Peter mentioned that Virginia American Water is beginning a project to upgrade the 
water main pipes on South Lee Street and Lee Court in Old Town.  Bill stated that the 
City will look into the possibility of upgrading the sewer line at the same time. 

- The EPC reiterated that it should be cognizant of discussing policy over email. 
- EPC members discussed the various meetings they have attended: 

o Peter attended a Smart Growth Coalition meeting regarding development in the 
Merrifield area. 

o Josh attended the Potomac Yard Metrorail Implementation Work Group meeting, 
where the four alternatives going into the draft Environmental Impact Statement 
were addressed. 

o Josh attended the Transportation Commission meeting 
o Peter will attend the Waterfront Commission meeting on October 16th.   

 Scott and Josh will coordinate with Peter on future meetings of the 
Waterfront Commission 

o Peter will be giving a talk on October 16th to the Old Town Business Professional 
Group. 

o Peter announced that the last meeting of the Old Town Parking Committee is 
coming up. 

o Kurt attended the Four Mile Run Joint Task Force meeting 
- Council Public Hearing on FY2014 Budget 

http://www.actionalexandria.org/


 

o Josh and Scott attended the hearing and presented a brief overview of EPC 
budget priorities. 

o Josh gave an overview of the draft of the letter to City Council 
o Josh will add language regarding the need for bicycle and pedestrian 

infrastructure and applauding the City Council on what it has accomplished thus 
far regarding Eco-City. Scott will help Josh in developing language on the hope 
for the Council’s continued support of the Energy and Climate Change Action 
Plan (eCAP). 

o Josh will send the letter to City Council once the discussion points are finalized. 
- Danielle is working on the Alexandria Film Festival; she is slated to be a judge.  The 

venues will be Beatley Library and the Old Town Theater.  
- Steve followed up with Jefferson Houston on the development of their new preK-8th 

grade school building.  He will let the EPC know when a reply is received. 
- OPower has confirmed that they can come to the EPC Work Session on November 5th.  

They have invited the EPC to their offices as well. 
- The EPC will follow up with the new head of the City’s Procurement Department to see 

about the development of a green purchasing policy. 
- EPC Letter regarding the Public Health Advisory Commission Action Plan on Respiratory 

Health 
o Josh sent a note to the Public Health Advisory Commission stating that the EPC 

appreciates the work and efforts of the Commission and supports their overall 
goals.  However, the EPC does not feel qualified in backing the specific issues as 
outlined in the Action Plan  

 
EPC FY2013 Priorities  

- The EPC finalized its top five priorities for the coming year: 
o Encourage Council to establish and fund a coordinator/outreach position within 

T&ES 
o Earth Day 
o Green Business Recognition Program 
o GHG reduction actions and concepts 
o Opportunities for enhancing bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure 

  
Revamping of Alexandria Business Recognition Program 

- Tabled for the next meeting 
 
Administrative and Other Business Matters 

- The minutes from September 24th and October 1st were approved. 
- Peter was thanked for his years of service to the EPC 

 
Adjourn 9:30 PM 


