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 A series of public hearings and work 
sessions are scheduled on the proposed 
Fiscal Year 2006 Budget for the City of 
Alexandria before the fi nal vote, budget 
adoption and setting of the tax rate by the 
City Council on May 2.
 On March 22, the City Council  On March 22, the City Council 
voted to advertise the proposed real voted to advertise the proposed real 
estate tax rate at 91.5 cents per estate tax rate at 91.5 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation, $100 of assessed valuation, 
which is 8 cents less than the which is 8 cents less than the 
current real estate tax rate.  current real estate tax rate.  
This advertised rate is the This advertised rate is the 
highest Council can consider highest Council can consider 
during this budget process; during this budget process; 
however, Council can consider a lower real 
estate tax rate.
 Mayor William D. Euille noted that 
the Council has heard from many residents 
concerned about their rising tax bills and 
said Council must be “fi duciarily responsive 
and responsible” when setting a tax rate 
that will provide substantial tax relief 
to homeowners, as well as ensuring the 
continued quality of public services.
 The $565.7 million budget as proposed 
in early March by City Manager James K. 
Hartmann, in addition to an initial 4 cent 
real estate tax rate reduction, also provided 
targeted real estate tax relief totaling more 
than $3.7 million to low and moderate 
income households and the elderly and 

disabled with incomes of $62,000 or less.  The 
proposed budget refl ects some $4 million in 
new City costs due to fl at or declining state and 
federal aid.
 Also, since the core of the Alexandria 
business community is comprised largely of business community is comprised largely of 

small businesses and start-up entrepreneurs, in small businesses and start-up entrepreneurs, in 
addition to real estate tax relief, the budget addition to real estate tax relief, the budget 

also proposed reform and simplifi cation also proposed reform and simplifi cation 
for small and medium sized for small and medium sized 
businesses in their fi rst two years of businesses in their fi rst two years of 
operation - when each dollar is vital operation - when each dollar is vital 

to the future success of a business.to the future success of a business.
Budget meeting times and locations are:Budget meeting times and locations are:
April 11 7 pm Work session,
   Council Work Room
April 16  9:30 am  Public hearing on property 

tax rates, Council Chambers
April 26 7 pm  Public hearing on other tax 

options, Council Chambers
April 27 7 pm Work session, Preliminary 

Add/Delete List, Council 
Work Room

May 2 6 pm Finalize Add/Delete List, 
Council Work Room

  7 pm Budget adoption, 
   Council Chambers
 Additional budget information is available 
online at alexandriava.gov or by contacting 
the Offi ce of Management and Budget, 
703.838.4780.

 Residents who 
receive City trash 
collection can participate 
in the annual “Spring 
Clean Up” collections on 

Clean Up And 
Celebrate Earth
Day in April

A new free, lunchtime shuttle from the 
PTO campus/Carlyle area to Old Town began 
in January. Cutting the ribbon are: Richard 
Maulsby, PTO; Sandy Modell, Alexandria 
Transit; City Manager Jim Hartmann,  Steve 
Pinkos, Dep. Undersecretary of Commerce; 
Councilmember Krupicka, Mayor Euille, 
Councilmember Smedberg, Vice Mayor Pepper, Councilmember Smedberg, Vice Mayor Pepper, 
Councilmember Gaines, and Rich Baier, Director Councilmember Gaines, and Rich Baier, Director 
of Transportation and Environmental Services.of Transportation and Environmental Services.

A new public parking lot opened in the 
Arlandria area in March. Located in the 3600 
block of Mt. Vernon Ave., the lot has space for 49 block of Mt. Vernon Ave., the lot has space for 49 
cars. For more information, call 703.838.4966.cars. For more information, call 703.838.4966.
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Celebrate Earth

April 9, 16 and 23.  Acceptable items for 
the spring “clean up” collection include 
appliances, furniture, mattresses, tires 
off the rim and brush (tied in bundles).  
Unacceptable items include concrete, 
hazardous waste, and building materials.  
More information is available online 
at alexandriava.gov/tes, or by calling 
703.751.5130.
 Alexandria’s 12th Earth Day 
celebration is scheduled for Saturday,  
April 30, 9 am - noon at Four Mile Run 
Park, 3700 Commonwealth Ave.  The 
program is free.  Call 703.883.4686 for 
details or visit alexearthday.org.
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P U B L I C  F O R U M

Current Issues Up for Discussion
King Street Retail Strategy 
Public Hearing, Adoption April 16
 The City Council is scheduled to hold a public hearing and adopt 
the King Street Retail Strategy on April 16.  This strategy refl ects the 
extensive work of the King Street Advisory Committee, community 
and City staff to provide a vision for King Street as an attractive, vital 
retail environment extending from the waterfront to the King Street 
Metro station.  The Strategy establishes a plan of action to keep King 
Street competitive with other regional retail districts while protecting 
residential neighborhoods and providing a King Street parking strategy.

City Council Adopts 
Mt. Vernon Avenue Area Plan
 Following 16 months of dedicated, hard work by the community, 
the City Council adopted the Mt. Vernon Avenue Business Area Plan 
on March 12.  The Plan focuses on the Avenue’s “main street retail 
district” and provides a vision for the future that preserves the unique 
character of the Avenue, strengthens businesses, creates an active retail 
street, and protects and enhances the adjoining neighborhoods.  Now 
that the Plan has been adopted, the City and the community will work 
together to implement the Plan’s recommendations, including a shared 
parking program and streetscape improvements such as trees, benches 
and bus shelters.

Braddock Road Metro Area 
Is Topic of Planning Study
 A community meeting is being planned for May on the 
Braddock Road Metro Small Area.  This area is experiencing 
signifi cant redevelopment pressure for some of the larger sites 
to the east and northeast of the Metro station.  Developing 
a community vision for the future of these key sites and the 
neighborhood is important to ensure this new development  
benefi ts the overall community.  The planning effort will 
explore ways to integrate new development into the fabric of 
the neighborhood, encouraging the creation of defi ned focus 
or gathering areas, with new retail and open spaces.  With 
involvement of the community, the study will look at the 
appropriate mix of new residential, commercial and retail, 
appropriate locations for new retail and open space, pedestrian 
connections to Metro and between activity areas, the desired 
size and scale of new construction, and the functioning and 
use of the Metro station site itself.  The planning effort will 
continue throughout 2005, with development of the plan 
recommendations to be completed in mid-2006.

Input Sought for Proposed 
Potomac Yard Development
 The City is seeking community input for the development 
at Potomac Yard, the 165-acre former railroad yard site that 
lies primarily between the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway and Route 1 in the northeastern area of the City.  A 
concept plan for the site was approved in 1999 and provides 
for a maximum of 1.9 million square feet of offi ce space, a 
625-room hotel, 135,000 square feet of new retail space, and 
1,927 residential units, all organized into a series of parcels, or 
landbays. Through the City’s Special Use Permit process, the 
landbays are under review.
 The Planning Commission and the Potomac Yard Design 
Advisory Committee (PYDAC) will continue to hold public 
meetings and work sessions to discuss each landbay in 
more detail and to receive public comment. Currently under 
discussion is Landbay H, the area adjacent to and north of 
the extension of Swann Avenue across Route 1.  A Planning 
Commission work session was held on March 1, followed 
by a PYDAC meeting on March 10 to discuss this landbay.  
Additional meetings will be scheduled in the spring for both 
this landbay and for Landbay K, Potomac Yard Park.  To be 
notifi ed of upcoming meetings on Potomac Yard, contact the 
Department of Planning and Zoning at 703.838.4666.

For a copy of the Mt. Vernon Avenue Business Area Plan, King Street Retail Strategy, and ongoing updates of these and other For a copy of the Mt. Vernon Avenue Business Area Plan, King Street Retail Strategy, and ongoing updates of these and other 
long-range neighborhood planning and development activities, visit long-range neighborhood planning and development activities, visit alexandriava.gov/planningandzoning.
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I N  F O C U S

Alexandria Works to Lessen Negative Impacts of Wilson Bridge 
Construction on Residents, Businesses and Commuters
 Construction is underway to replace the 
33-year-old Woodrow Wilson Bridge, the only 
Potomac River crossing in the southern half of 
the Washington, DC, area, which carries nearly 
three times more I-95 traffi c than it was designed 
to handle.  Today’s 195,000 daily trips across the 
bridge are projected to grow to nearly 300,000 
by 2020.
 The old bridge will be replaced with two 
side-by-side drawbridges that will ultimately 
offer 12 lanes.  The construction project will also 
include rebuilding interchanges of I-95 and US 
Route 1, I-95 and Telegraph Road in Virginia, 
and two interchanges in Maryland.
 With bridge construction in high gear, work 
is evident to nearby Alexandria residents: cranes 
can be seen from Old Town, large trucks drive 
along City streets designated as “haul routes”, 
children playing outdoors and dog walkers can 
occasionally hear pounding or other construction 
noise.  But the biggest impact is the traffi c 
backups on Route 1, Washington Street, and 
many other streets that feed into Route 1 south 
and the Beltway. The construction-related traffi c 
backups will continue for many months, but 
some relief from the worst tie-ups came with 
the temporary opening in mid-March of all four 
traffi c lanes on South Washington Street from 
Hunting Creek through the South Washington 
Street overpass.  Since August 2003, South 
Washington Street was reduced to three travel 
lanes.  Four lanes of South Washington Street 
will remain open until September when the 
lanes will be reduced again for the next stage of 
construction.
 While the added capacity on South 
Washington Street is a welcome improvement, 
other steps are being taken to reduce backups on 
Route 1, including:

  Placing more City  police 
offi cers at and approaching 
the Route 1 interchange in the 
evenings, to improve traffi c 
fl ow and safety in and around 
the work zone.

 Moving the limit of the 
southbound Route 1 HOV lane 
to Monroe Avenue bridge, 
(original location was Franklin 
Street), giving HOV travelers 
heading for the Beltway 
enough space to merge 
comfortably and safely.   

  Changing the center-lane on southbound Route 1 from a “through-only” lane to 
a “shared through or right” lane, enabling two lanes from southbound Route 1 to 
enter the Beltway ramps.

 Reviewing and adjusting signal timing along southbound Route 1 and Washington 
Street to maximize traffi c fl ow.  

  Posting advance congestion notices on the project’s Highway Advisory Radio 
system (1620-AM) to give commuters advance warning of congestion. 

 Improving signage and lane markings. 
 Underway since February 2003, construction of the South Washington Street 
deck’s southern portion is substantially complete.  In addition to the deck structure 
itself, drivers and local residents can expect to see related aesthetic and safety 
improvements on South Washington Street including:
 Landscaping and installation of decorative light poles on Washington Street from 

Hunting Creek to just south of the new deck; paving on Washington Street from 
Hunting Creek through the South Alfred Street intersection.

 Noise walls installed along Church Street and a portion of South Patrick Streets; 
west of Hunting Terrace apartments; and between Hunting Point apartments and 
the Beltway Outer Loop.

 New traffi c signals in place at South Alfred Street, the Porto Vecchio 
Condominiums and at South Street.

 Work on the new deck’s northern portion is scheduled to begin in fall 2005, 
again requiring a temporary three-lane confi guration until construction on South 
Washington Street is completed in late 2007.

 The City’s Woodrow Wilson Bridge Project Neighborhood Task Force, led by 
Mayor William D. Euille and Councilman Andrew Macdonald, and comprised of 
eight City residents, meets regularly to exchange information and to resolve concerns 
related to construction issues.  As various construction activities occur, the Woodrow 
Wilson Project staff, working for the Virginia Department of Transportation, advises 
Task Force members of  the project’s status, seeks their input and strives to ease 
construction impacts. 
 For the latest project information including traffi c changes and construction 
progress, check online at www.wilsonbridge.com or call 1.800.INFOWWB 
(463.6992).  Or contact:
Woodrow Wilson Bridge Project, Community Relations 703.329.0300
City of Alexandria, Reed Winslow 703.548.3180
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Automatic Bank Debit Available to 
Pay Real Estate Taxes, Refuse Fees
 Continuing the trend of making tax payments more convenient for City 
residents, Alexandria is offering an Automatic Bank Debit Program.  Residents 
who do not already pay their real estate taxes through a mortgage escrow 
account can opt for their real estate taxes and refuse fees to be paid automatically 
from their checking or savings account in monthly installments or in a lump-
sum payment on each of the tax due dates.  Like the City’s eChecks program 
implemented last year, there is no additional charge for using this service.
 If the monthly installment option is selected, the City will debit a property 
owner’s bank account on the 5th of each month, according to the schedule below.  
Note that payments will not be deducted during June and November, when taxes 
are due.  Instead, the City will mail a tax bill directly to the property owner at 
least 30 days before the tax due date for any remaining balance.  
 Enrollment in the Automatic Bank Debit Program does not provide an 
extension for payment of taxes and refuse fees.  Payment of the remaining 
balance must be received by the City or postmarked by the June 15 and 
November 15 tax due dates to avoid any late payment penalty.  Any overpayment 
will be applied automatically towards the next billing period, unless a refund is 
requested.

Monthly Debit ScheduleMonthly Debit Schedule
  First Half Real Estate Tax:  December through May
  Second Half Real Estate Tax:  July through October

 If the lump-sum payment option is selected, the City will debit a property 
owner’s bank account on the June 15 and Nov. 15 tax due dates for the current 
real estate tax and refuse fee due on the designated account.
 In order for funds to be debited from a property owner’s bank account, 
the City must receive a completed Authorization Agreement for Electronic 
Funds Transfer at least 21 days before the desired debits are to take effect.  For 
more information about the Automated Bank Debit Program and to obtain an 
Authorization Agreement, visit the City’s web site at alexandriava.gov or call the 
City’s Treasury Division at 703.838.4777.

Serious Crime Decreased in 2004Serious Crime Decreased in 2004
 The Alexandria Police Department reports that serious 
crime decreased more than 16 percent in 2004. Crime 
dropped in four of seven Part I crime categories.  The 
decrease was predominantly driven by fewer property 
crimes with violent crime increasing from 2003 to 2004.
 Violent crime (homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated 
assault) increased 8 percent last year, with the largest 
increase being in rapes and attempted rapes.  Of those, all 
but three were committed by an acquaintance.  Two of the 
three cases involving a stranger were closed by arrest; the third three cases involving a stranger were closed by arrest; the third 
remains under investigation.
 Property crime (burglary, larceny and auto theft) decreased 18.3 percent 
between 2003 and 2004.  The largest decrease occurred among larcenies.  

Specifi cally, vehicle-related thefts (larcenies from vehicles and larcenies of Specifi cally, vehicle-related thefts (larcenies from vehicles and larcenies of 
vehicle parts) fell 34.5 percent last year.vehicle parts) fell 34.5 percent last year.
 Part I crime has decreased in Alexandria for eight of the past nine years,  Part I crime has decreased in Alexandria for eight of the past nine years, 

with the only increase occurring in 2001.  More information is available with the only increase occurring in 2001.  More information is available 
online at alexandriava.gov/police.

City to Pilot Free, Outdoor, 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1City to Pilot Free, Outdoor, 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1
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City to Pilot Free, Outdoor, 
0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0

Wireless Internet Access1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1Wireless Internet Access1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1

 The City will launch a pilot project this month 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 The City will launch a pilot project this month 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
to provide free, wireless Internet access in public 
1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0
to provide free, wireless Internet access in public 
1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0spaces.  The service will be available to anyone 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0spaces.  The service will be available to anyone 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0

using a “Wi-Fi” enabled laptop or personal digital 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0using a “Wi-Fi” enabled laptop or personal digital 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
assistant (PDA).  The pilot project will cover 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1assistant (PDA).  The pilot project will cover 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1the King Street corridor in Old Town between 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1the King Street corridor in Old Town between 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1
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 “Wi-Fi” devices (also known as 802.11 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 “Wi-Fi” devices (also known as 802.11 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1
devices) can connect to the Internet wirelessly, 
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devices) can connect to the Internet wirelessly, 
0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1without the need for any cords or cables.  Many 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1without the need for any cords or cables.  Many 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1

new laptops and PDAs come standard with Wi-1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0new laptops and PDAs come standard with Wi-1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0
Fi capability.  Laptops (and some PDAs) without 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1Fi capability.  Laptops (and some PDAs) without 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1the feature can be upgraded for $50 to $100 at 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1the feature can be upgraded for $50 to $100 at 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1

any computer store.  Once connected, users can 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1any computer store.  Once connected, users can 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1

access the Internet at high speed.  Possible uses 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0access the Internet at high speed.  Possible uses 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0
include checking e-mail, learning about Alexandria 
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include checking e-mail, learning about Alexandria 
1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0attractions, or holding a business meeting while 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0attractions, or holding a business meeting while 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0

enjoying outdoor dining in Old Town.1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1enjoying outdoor dining in Old Town.1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1

 In addition to providing a convenient service 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 In addition to providing a convenient service 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0
for users, the City hopes that this project will 
1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
for users, the City hopes that this project will 
1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0stimulate economic development by providing 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0stimulate economic development by providing 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

a new reason for visitors and tourists to come 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1a new reason for visitors and tourists to come 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 1
to Alexandria.  The service will also be used 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0to Alexandria.  The service will also be used 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0
to promote Alexandria’s image as a high-tech 
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to promote Alexandria’s image as a high-tech 
1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1community.  In just 16 square miles, Alexandria 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1community.  In just 16 square miles, Alexandria 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1

is home to more than 200 technology companies 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0is home to more than 200 technology companies 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0
and the new, state-of-the-art headquarters of the 
0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1
and the new, state-of-the-art headquarters of the 
0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ce.  Nearly 400 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1U.S. Patent and Trademark Offi ce.  Nearly 400 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1
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which contribute to the nationwide advancement of 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1which contribute to the nationwide advancement of 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1
technology in their respective fi elds.  Creativity and 
1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1
technology in their respective fi elds.  Creativity and 
1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1

innovation is conceived, recognized, and protected 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0innovation is conceived, recognized, and protected 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0

every day in Alexandria, and the new wireless 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1every day in Alexandria, and the new wireless 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1
service will bring increased attention to technology 
1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1
service will bring increased attention to technology 
1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1in Alexandria.1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1in Alexandria.1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1

 The service is optimized for outdoor use.  0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 The service is optimized for outdoor use.  0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Although some indoor users may be able to connect 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1Although some indoor users may be able to connect 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1
to the system, the service is not intended to compete 
0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0
to the system, the service is not intended to compete 
0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0with commercially available Internet service and 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0with commercially available Internet service and 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0

should not replace existing home or business 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0should not replace existing home or business 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0
Internet accounts.  If the pilot project is successful, 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0Internet accounts.  If the pilot project is successful, 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0
coverage may be expanded to other public spaces 
0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
coverage may be expanded to other public spaces 
0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0and pedestrian corridors in the City.  For more 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0and pedestrian corridors in the City.  For more 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0

information, e-mail 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0information, e-mail 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0craig.fi fer@alexandriava.gov0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0craig.fi fer@alexandriava.gov0 1 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0
or call 703.838.6333 x537.
1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0
or call 703.838.6333 x537.
1 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0
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Plans Underway for 
Citizens Academy
 Plans are underway for the Alexandria Citizens 
Academy, a new program to help residents learn 
about their local government.  It is designed to 
show citizens how to access City government, 
familiarize them with the structure, functions 
and activities of Alexandria’s government, 
encourage citizens to become involved in the 
City’s government, and enhance their ability to 
communicate effectively with City offi cials.  
 When fully operational, the Academy will 
be offered twice a year in the spring and in the 
fall. Two-hour sessions will be held weekly on 
Thursday nights for eight weeks, ending with a 
graduation ceremony.  Classes will be open to all 
City residents over the age of 18 years and owners 
of businesses located in the City.  Each class will be 
limited to 15 - 20 students.
 A pilot session of the Academy will begin 
on April 28.   City Council members will select 
the participants for the pilot, which will conclude 
with a graduation ceremony at the City Council’s 
June 28 meeting.  The next session will be held 
in the fall.  Copies of the application form, 
curriculum, and informational brochure will be 
posted on the City’s web site and available from 
the Citizen Assistance Offi ce when the documents 
are fi nalized.   For more information, contact Rose 
Williams Boyd, Director of Citizen Assistance at 
rose.boyd@alexandriava.gov or 703.838.4800. Duncan Library Undergoing Renovation

 The James Duncan Branch of the Alexandria Library, located at 2501 
Commonwealth Ave., is undergoing an extensive renovation and expansion.  
These are the fi rst signifi cant modifi cations to the Library since its construction 
in 1969.
 The single-story addition incorporates a vegetated “green” roof system, 
and masonry to match the existing library facade, with 90 percent of the overall 
addition consisting of a glass storefront.  The green roof and glass storefront 
incorporate energy conservation measures, with the vegetated roofi ng expected 
to fi lter storm water runoff and reduce heat in the summer, and the glass 
storefront provides natural light, thereby decreasing the need for supplemental 
interior lighting.  This expansion accommodates the adult collection, a reading 
room, periodicals area, information desk, and will serve as the re-oriented 
entrance from Commonwealth Avenue.  The original 8,000 square feet of the 
Library is also being renovated and will incorporate an energy-effi cient heating 
and air conditioning system, upgraded public restrooms, an expanded children’s 
area and multipurpose room, and a young adult room, as well as staff offi ces and 
general work areas.
 The completed Branch Library will be approximately 13,000 square feet 
and includes a new sprinkler system.  The Commonwealth Avenue building 
is expected to re-open in early July.  In the interim, the Duncan collection is 
available at 3809 Mt. Vernon Ave.

Vegetated “Green” Roof Vegetated “Green” Roof 
Added To King St. BuildingAdded To King St. Building

 A “green” roof project will be installed late this  A “green” roof project will be installed late this 
spring at 4480 King St., home of the Alexandria Health spring at 4480 King St., home of the Alexandria Health 

Department and the “Clubhouse” program of the Department Department and the “Clubhouse” program of the Department 
of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse.  of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse.  

This new vegetated roof, funded partially through a grant from This new vegetated roof, funded partially through a grant from 
the Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation, will cover the Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation, will cover 

approximately 9,000 square feet of the roof .   approximately 9,000 square feet of the roof .   
 The project, a collaboration between the City’s Department of  The project, a collaboration between the City’s Department of 
General Services and Department of Transportation & Environmental General Services and Department of Transportation & Environmental 
Services’ Environmental Quality Division, is projected to reduce storm Services’ Environmental Quality Division, is projected to reduce storm 

water discharge by 7,000 gallons of rainfall for each average rainstorm.  In water discharge by 7,000 gallons of rainfall for each average rainstorm.  In 
addition to the absorption qualities of the roof, the vegetation acts as a fi ltration addition to the absorption qualities of the roof, the vegetation acts as a fi ltration 
mechanism to improve water quality.   The harder sedum plant species selected 
for the project is drought and cold resistant and is a low maintenance feature for 
building owners considering green roof applications.  The vegetated roof is also 
projected to save in energy costs by reducing roof temperatures during summer 
months.

TeensWork! Youth 
Employment Program
 TeensWork!, the City’s youth employment 
program, is recruiting young people ages 14 to 
21 for summer jobs.  Program staff will be taking 
applications and providing information at George 
Washington Middle School, Francis Hammond 
Middle School, Minnie Howard Ninth Grade Center 
and T. C. Williams High School through April. 
 Businesses and organizations that need extra 
help this summer and would like to hire a City 
youth are encouraged to contact youth are encouraged to contact 
the TeensWork! staff at the TeensWork! staff at 
JobLink, the City’s one-Link, the City’s one-
stop career center. For stop career center. For 
more information or more information or 
to sign up, contact 
Lissette Pippy, 
Youth Program 
Administrator, at 
703.838.4316.
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Building the New T.C. Williams
  Nearly four months after breaking ground, construction of the new T.C. 
Williams High School is underway and on schedule.   The Career Tech wing 
of the school was completely demolished in February and excavation for the 
cistern was completed.  The 450,000-gallon underground cistern will collect 
rainwater from the building’s roof and store it for use in toilet fl ushing, 
air-conditioning operations and irrigation. Recycled building material, 
brick, block and concrete are being used to form a drilling platform for the 
construction of a retaining wall. Underground utility work and mass grading 
of the site is continuing. 
  New ways are continuing to be used to involve the students in the 
building process.  The most recent partners are photography students who 
will be documenting the construction progress. For more information and 
photos, visit the ACPS web site at www.acps.k12.va.us.

George Washington Middle School 
Creates Black History Museum
  In honor of Black History Month, a black history museum was created 
in the George Washington Middle School library and on exhibit during 
February.
  The library display featured student-made portraits of famous African 
Americans; student-written biographies; artifacts from historically black 
colleges and universities and black sororities and fraternities; and items from 
the Tuskegee Airmen.  A video produced by the Alexandria Black History 
Museum, featuring black native Alexandria residents discussing historical 
events, was shown in the library.  Visitors could also use interactive 
computer programs tracing the steps of slaves on the Underground Railroad 
in Maryland.  Most of the items on display were loaned by parents and 
teachers. 

Alexandria Tsunami Relief Project - An Opportunity to Participate
 While the public has responded generously to the emergency needs of the South East Asian countries affected by the tsunami last 
December, there is a need for ongoing funding to support reconstruction of housing and infrastructure.  In support of this need for funding, 
the Alexandria City Council authorized a two-month fund raising effort, ending April 30,  with donations to be dedicated to supporting the 
work of Shelter for Life (SFL), a non-profi t relief and development agency which is already assisting with the recovery in Sri Lanka.  The 
City’s goal is to raise $20,000.
  Funds contributed to SFL from this initiative may be used for temporary 
shelters (each estimated to cost $400), permanent housing (each estimated to 
cost $1,500) or for delivery of water and emergency kits to affected families.
 Shelter for Life, www.shelter.org, specializes in emergency and permanent 
housing for refugees, internally displaced persons, and disaster victims.  The 
agency is an implementing partner of the United Nations and the U.S. State 
Department and is registered as a Private Voluntary Organization with the 
USAID.  
 Donations of any amount are welcome and are tax-deductible.   Checks 
should be made payable to  “City of Alexandria-Tsunami Relief Project”  and 

can be dropped by or mailed to the Department of Finance, 301 King St., can be dropped by or mailed to the Department of Finance, 301 King St., 
Room 1600, Alexandria, VA 22314.Room 1600, Alexandria, VA 22314.
 Donations will be accepted through April 30.  A check will be presented  Donations will be accepted through April 30.  A check will be presented 

by the Mayor to a representative of Shelter for Life at the May 10 City by the Mayor to a representative of Shelter for Life at the May 10 City 
Council meeting.

Activities Planned for Child 
Abuse Prevention Month
   The City of Alexandria, in partnership with the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 
will host “Hand in Hand with Children Guiding and 
Protecting,” a series of events during April focused on 
prevention and safety for children of all ages. Check 
the City web site alexandriava.gov for event details, 
times and locations.   For more information contact 
Paulette Jarrett in the Department of Human Services 
at  paulette.jarrett@alexandriava.gov 703.838.0701.
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Bike to Work Day 
May 20 in Market Square
 Alexandria will celebrate National Bike to 
Work Day on May 20 in Market Square from 
6:45 - 9 am.  Registration and participation are 
free and those who register before April 30 will 
receive a free t-shirt.  Last year’s event attracted 
over 200 bicyclists.  Bike to Work Day is designed 
to encourage people about work, their health, 
the environment, and their commute. For more 
information or to register for the event log onto 
www.waba.org/new/bwd/pitstops.php or call 
202.628.2500.

City Wins Preservation Award
 The City of Alexandria, the Alexandria Archaeological Commission, and 
Alexandria Archaeology were selected as recipients of the Mary Mason Anderson 
Williams Award by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities. 
The award recognizes “outstanding preservation efforts on the part of a business, 
civic organization, individuals, or government agency.”  It was specifi cally 
given to Alexandria “in recognition of three decades of ongoing preservation 
of Alexandria’s history and archaeology.”  The Archaeological Commission 
celebrated its 30th anniversary in February 2005 and was the fi rst group of its kind 
in the country.

French & Indian War 
Is Commemorated
 2005 marks the 250th Commemoration of the 
start of the French & Indian War.  In March 1755, 
General Edward Braddock, Commander-in-Chief of 
His Majesty’s Forces in North America, used John 
Carlyle’s house, located on Fairfax Street across 
from City Hall, as his headquarters.  It was at Carlyle 
House that Braddock called the congress of fi ve 
colonial governors to seek funding from the colonies 
for his campaign against the French.  A full listing 
of events associated with this commemoration can 
be found on the Offi ce of Historic Alexandria’s web 
site, oha.ci.alexandria.va.us.

Volunteers Needed for Oral History Program
 The City’s Oral History Program is seeking volunteers to help collect the oral 
histories of long-time Alexandria residents – their memories of living and working 
in Alexandria.  The City has been collecting oral histories since the early 1980s, 
and there are many more stories to be heard.  Oral histories are usually recorded 
on audio or video tape, and help us to understand the past by hearing everyone’s 
unique life experiences.  To volunteer as an interviewer and/or transcriber, contact 
Jen Hembree at the Alexandria Archaeology Museum, 703.838.4399 or by e-mail 
at jen_hembree@hotmail.com.  A commitment to complete one interview is 
required and training is provided.

Beatley Library 
Celebrates 5 Years
 The Charles E. Beatley, 
Jr. Central Library marked fi ve 
years of service on Jan. 31. In 
ceremonies marking the occasion, 
the periodical room was named 
the William J. Birchler Periodical 
Room after an enthusiast of 
magazines and newspapers, and 
regular patron of the periodical 
room of Beatley Library.   The 
Central Library continues to 
average 36,000 circulations and 
35,000 patron visits per month.  
Over the last fi ve years the library 
has had over two million visitors.  
The library is located at 5005 
Duke St.

Library Survey Results Topic of Meeting
 The results of a recent survey of patrons by the Alexandria Library will be 
presented at a public meeting on April 14. The meeting will be held at the Beatley 
Library, 5005 Duke St., beginning at 7 pm. The Library is compiling the results of 
the more than 600 surveys completed, which will be used to develop the Library’s 
new 5 year plan.  
 During the April meeting, the public will be invited to provide additional 
input. The survey was conducted  in Spanish and English at all four branches in 
February.

Technology Achievement Award Winners
Pictured from left to right: Mark McLindon, Chairman, 
Information Technology Commission; Mayor Euille; James 
Garrett, SENTEL Corp.; Ken Kozloff, INOVA Alexandria 
Hospital; Award Winner Harry Howton, Gary Hawk Systems, 
Inc.; Chris Wolz, Forum One Communications; and Vice 
Mayor Pepper.
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Reptile World with Michael Shwedick
Tuesday, April 12, 4 pmTuesday, April 12, 4 pm
Beatley Library
Free, ages 5 & up
703.519.5900

Irish Breakfast Band
Saturday, April 16, 11 am - noon
Beatley Library - Free
703.519.5900

Understanding Washington’s Distillery
Saturday, April 23, 10 am
Archaeology Museum
Free, registration required
703.838.4399

Citywide Cheerleading Competition
Saturday, April 30, 11 am
T. C. Williams High School
$5 for ages 13 & up, $2 for 6-12, 
and free for 5 & under
703.838.4345

Civil War Artillery at the Fort
Saturday, April 30, 10 am - 4 pmSaturday, April 30, 10 am - 4 pm
Fort Ward Museum - FreeFort Ward Museum - Free
703.838.4848

Titan Expo
Sunday, May 1, Noon - 6 pmSunday, May 1, Noon - 6 pm
T.C. Williams High School - Free
703.824.6868

Days of Remembrance
Tuesday, May 3, 12 - 1 pm
Market Square - Free
703.883.4686

Foster Care Information Fair
Saturday, May 7, 10:30 am - noon
Beatley Library - Free
703.838.0891

Mother’s Day Tours
Sunday, May 8, 1 - 5 pm
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
Free for mom, $4 for adults
703.838.4848

St. Joseph’s Middle School BandSt. Joseph’s Middle School Band
Wednesday, May 11, 11:30 am
Market Square - Free
703.883.4686

Healthy Lifestyles 
Conference for Teens
Saturday, May 14, 10 am - 2 pm
Minnie Howard School
Free for Alexandria teens ages 13 to 18
Registration required
703.838.5030

St. Theresa’s School BandSt. Theresa’s School Band
Monday, May 16, 12:15 pmMonday, May 16, 12:15 pm
Market Square - Free
703.883.4686

2005 Alex Awards
Friday, May 20, 7 - 9 pm
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall 
and Art Center
3001 N. Beauregard St.
Tickets range from $10 to $75
703.838.6348

Orphans in Alexandria Car Show
Saturday, May 21, 10 am  - 4 pm
The Lyceum - Free
703.838.4994

St. Timothy’s School BandSt. Timothy’s School Band
Tuesday, May 24, 12:15 pm
Market Square - Free
703.883.4686

Douglas-MacArthur School Performance
Friday, May 27, 12:15 pm
Market Square - Free
703.883.4686

28th Annual Memorial Day Jazz Festival
Monday, May 30, 1 - 8 pm
Fort Ward Historic Site - Free
703.883.4686

Armenian Festival
Saturday, June 4, 1  - 6 pm
Market Square - Free
703.838.4844

National Trails Day
Saturday, June 4, 10 am - noonSaturday, June 4, 10 am - noon
Archaeology Museum
Free, registration requiredFree, registration required
703.838.4399

Family Dig Day
Saturday, June 4, 1:30 - 3 pmSaturday, June 4, 1:30 - 3 pm
Shuter’s Hill
$5 per person, registration required
703.838.4399

Civil War Camp Day
Saturday, June 11, 10 am - 5 pm
Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site
Donations
703.838.4848

Arlandria-Chirilagua FestivalArlandria-Chirilagua Festival
Sunday, June 12, 12 - 7 pm
Mt. Vernon Ave. - Free
703.838.4844

Juneteenth Commemoration
Saturday, June 18, 1 - 6 pm
900 block Wythe St. - Free
703.838.4356

24th Annual Alexandria 
Red Cross Waterfront Festival
Saturday, June 18, and Sunday, June 19
Oronoco Bay Park
$10 for adults, $5 for children 2 to 12
703.549.8300

Father’s Day Tours
Sunday, June 19, 10 am - 5 pm
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
Free for Dad
703.838.4242
Friendship Firehouse MuseumFriendship Firehouse Museum
Free
703.838.4994

USA/Alexandria 
Birthday Celebration
Saturday, July 9, 6 – 10 pmSaturday, July 9, 6 – 10 pm
Oronoco Bay Park - Free
703.883.4686


