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Copias en espaZol del FYI en Alexandria están 
disponibles en las Bibliotecas de la Ciudad, el 
Departamento de Servicios Humanos, el Centro de 
Recreación Lee y la Municipalidad.

Sunday, December 17
Hazamir of Alexandria 
Hanukkah Concert
2 p .m .
Market Square
301 King St .
Free
703-883-4686

Holiday Favorites Concert
3 to 5 p .m .
The Lyceum
201 S . Washington St .
Free
703-838-4994

Monday, December 18
Holiday Concert
7:30 p .m .
George Washington Middle School
1005 Mt . Vernon Ave .
Free
703-706-4500

Tuesday, December 19
Winter Concert
7 p .m .
John Adams Elementary School 
5651 Rayburn Ave .
Free 
703-824-6970

Sunday, December 31
First Night Alexandria
7 p .m . to midnight
King Street/Old Town/Del Ray
$10 per person before December 25, 
free for active military 
and children 12 and under
703-838-4200, ext . 210

Monday, January 15
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Service
7:30 p .m .
Alexandria First Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ
2723 King St .
Free
703-838-4800

M.L.K. Jr. Poster Contest 
Exhibition and Awards Program
1 to 3 p .m .
City Hall, Vola Lawson Lobby
301 King St .
Free
703-838-4356

Saturday, February 17
George Washington 
Birthnight Banquet & Ball
5:30 to 11 p .m .
Gadsby’s Tavern 
Museum
134 N . Royal St .
$75 banquet and ball,
$30 ball only
703-838-4242

Monday, February 19
George Washington Birthday Parade
1 to 3 p .m .
Cameron and Royal Streets
703-991-4474

Saturday, February 24, 
& Sunday, February 25
Tea with Martha Washington
3 to 5 p .m .
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
134 N . Royal St .
$20 per person
703-838-4242

Wednesday, January 17
Winter Jazz Band Concert
7:30 p .m .
T . C . Williams High School 
3330 King St .
Free
703-824-6800

Saturday, February 3
Swordsmen’s Rendezvous
Children’s Program
11 a .m . to 4:30 p .m .
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum
134 N . Royal St .
$5 per person
703-838-4242

Saturday, February 10
Black History Above 
and Below Ground Tour
10 a .m . to noon
1800 Diagonal Road
Free
703-838-4399

Saturday, February 17
George Washington 
Classic 10K Race
8:30 a .m .
Eisenhower Avenue
$22 registration fee before Feb . 12
703-991-4474
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Alexandria Dresses in Holiday Cheer to Welcome All
Feel the Magic of the Holiday Season in Alexandria

 Historic streets decorated brightly for the 
holidays, special performances and events 
setting a festive mood, colorful shop windows 
inviting passers by to stop in and find that one-
of-a-kind gift…the holiday season is magical in 
Alexandria .  
 The City of Alexandria invites all Alexandria 
residents and their friends and families to enjoy 
the uniqueness of our historic City this holiday 
season .  From charming King Street in Old Town 
Alexandria to Del Ray’s nostalgic Mount Vernon 
Avenue and the shops in the City’s West End, the 
holiday season offers something for everyone .  A 
complete listing of holiday events can be found 
at www.TheFunSideofthePotomac.com, along 
with special hotel packages and great ideas for 
dining, shopping, and entertainment . 
 Just eight miles south of Alexandria at the 
end of the George Washington Parkway, Mount 
Vernon: George Washington’s Estate & Gardens 
celebrates the holidays in 18th century style .  
Combine shopping and dining in Old Town with 
a visit to the new Ford Orientation Center and 
the Donald W . Reynolds Museum and Education 
Center at Mount Vernon .
 Enjoying the holiday season in one of 
America’s most historic and charming cities is a 
gift in itself .  Take time to enjoy the season with 
your loved ones and create lasting memories .

First Night Alexandria Provides New Year’s Eve 
Family Fun for All Alexandrians

 Over 60 performing acts – including bands, magicians, vocalists and comedians – are set 
to provide an evening of safe and fun New Year’s Eve entertainment as First Night Alexandria 
prepares to usher in the New Year for the 12th consecutive year .  
 First Night is a celebration of the New Year through the performing arts . Coffee shops, 
retail stores, office lobbies, museums and public buildings are turned into performance venues to 
showcase incredible local and regional talent . This year, over 30 indoor venues throughout Old 
Town and Del Ray are ready to help Alexandria families and their neighbors and friends celebrate 
the holiday responsibly .
 For only $10 per adult, families receive a ticket badge that entitles them and their children 
12 and under to enjoy entertainment at all venues throughout the evening!  Convenient garage 
parking is provided free across the city, and free shuttle buses run to all performance venues .
 The night’s celebration concludes at midnight with a spectacular fireworks display at the 
George Washington Masonic National Memorial on historic Shooters Hill .
 It’s all great fun, affordable and safe, and all venues are alcohol-free . Featured acts include the 
Stairwells, Bill Kirchen, La Firma, Mike Rose the Magician, Teddy the Clown and many more .

Continued on page 3

Alexandria Celebrates Adoption
 Twenty-three Alexandria children were 
welcomed into their new adoptive families 
on National Adoption Day, November 18, 
in a Courthouse ceremony presided over 
by Chief Judge Nolan B . Dawkins of the 
Alexandria Juvenile & Domestic Relations 
District Court . In addition to promoting 
adoptions, the Department of Human 
Services seeks City residents willing to 
accept infants, children and teens into their 
homes . At any given time, approximately 
200 Alexandria children can no longer 
live securely in their own homes and must 
enter the foster care system . For more 
information about adoption and foster 
care, please contact Karen Chaudhry at 
703-519-3318 .

Mayor Bill Euille welcomes new families to the 
City’s largest-ever Adoption Day ceremony.
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Residents Give City 
High Marks in Survey

Character, Location, Services and Sense 
of Community Produce Exceptional 

Quality of Life Ratings
 Over 97 percent of Alexandrians believe they enjoy a 
“very good” or “good” quality of life and over 84 percent give 
similar ratings to the level of City services they receive in 
relation to the taxes they pay, according to a telephone survey 
of 1001 residents completed in late September by the Center 
for Research & Public Policy, a leading market research 
firm.
 Almost 83 percent of residents surveyed reported their 
quality of life was as good or better than when the last survey 
was taken in 2004, reported the 2006 Alexandria Community 
Survey .
 Alexandria Mayor William D . Euille welcomed the 
survey’s findings.  “It is encouraging to know that Alexandria 
residents believe so strongly that they enjoy such a high 
quality of life and that they appreciate the City services they 
receive in return for the taxes they pay,” said Mayor Euille .  
“The survey is an important management tool for the City to 
use as we examine our operations and priorities and focus on 
areas where we need to do better .”
 The primary reasons respondents suggested they decided 
to live in Alexandria continue to be location, proximity to 
work, housing, town character and community feeling, nice 
neighborhoods and birthplace .
 Things residents like best about Alexandria include 
convenience, cultural diversity, size of the community, 
cleanliness, Old Town, safety, peacefulness, cultural events, 
the Farmer’s Market and overall quality of life .
 Local Issues – When asked to identify issues that concern 
them, City residents indicated they are most concerned about 
traffic (30.0%), taxes (16.0%), public school quality (9.3%), 
crime (10.0%), and lack of affordable housing (8.5%).
 City Services – Overall highly positive ratings for the Fire 
Department (89.9%), Emergency Medical Services (87.3%), 
and the Police Department (84.5%) were similar to 2004 
ratings, while positive ratings for sanitary and storm sewer 
services improved by 4%, to 70.1%, over the same period. 
Those who believe the City meets their service expectations 
always or most of the time declined slightly, to 79.3%.
 Great Value – In a new question for 2006, 84.9% 
indicated the services they receive were very good or good in 
relationship to the taxes paid. Only 10.7% said services were a 
poor or very poor value. Over half of all respondents, 56.8%, 
suggested the City should keep service and taxes at about the 
level they are currently. Another 17.3% would like the City 
to decrease taxes even if it has to reduce services. And 15.2% 
suggested both services and taxes should be increased . Some 
10.7% were unsure.

Historic Alexandria’s 
Museum Gift Shops Offer 

Unique Gift Ideas
 The Office of Historic Alexandria’s Gift Shops 
offer unique gift items for the 2006 holiday season . 
Here are just a few of the quality items available this 
year:

The 2006 Office of Historic Alexandria Holiday 
Ornament is here! This year’s ornament features 
a replica of the newly re-opened Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum
Colonial Tavern glasses, perfect for entertaining 
in your home . 
Exclusive line of Historic Alexandria Tavern 
Ceramics - featuring punch bowls and plates 
based on archaeological fragments from 
Gadsby’s Tavern and McKnight’s Tavern . Three 
sizes of punch bowls, perfect for entertaining . 
Ship’s Lantern – reproduction pierced-tin ship’s 
lantern . Available in pewter or antique black, 
the lantern is 15 inches high for use with 6 inch 
candles . Pierced on three sides with a glass 
front .
An impressive variety of award-winning 
Gadsby’s Tavern private label Virginia wines 
from Horton Vineyards .

 Historic Alexandria is a must-stop holiday 
shopping destination . Find these items and many more 
in gift shops at The Lyceum, Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 
Fort Ward Museum and Historic Site, Alexandria 
Black History Museum, Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum, and the Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum, or online at www.historicalexandria.org 
and click on “shop .”











Apothecary Museum 
Re-Opens to 

Rave Reviews
 The Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum, an Old Town landmark and 
working pharmacy for 141 years until 
shuttered during the Great Depression, 
re-opened to the public on November 11 
after two years of extensive renovations 
and immediately claimed its place as one 
of Alexandria’s most admired historical 
attractions .
 The Museum at 105-107 South 
Fairfax Street will be operated by the City 
of Alexandria as a result of a generous 
gift to the City from the trustees of the 
Landmark Society of Alexandria, which 
owned the Museum since the pharmacy 
closed in 1933 . “We are grateful to the 
Landmark Society for providing this 
opportunity to allow Alexandria residents 
and visitors experience this unique treasure and learn about the fascinating history of 
our city,” said Mayor William D . Euille . 
 Edward Stabler started his family business in 1792 and it operated continuously 
for 141 years . The Apothecary Shop was a center of daily life in Alexandria . Patrons 
included the George Washington family, James Monroe and Robert E . Lee . When 
the Depression forced the shop’s closing in 1933, the doors were simply locked and 
the unique furnishings and contents remained intact and undisturbed . The Museum 
is one of Alexandria’s few preserved commercial establishments, possessing an 
original collection in its original location, and is Alexandria’s only historical science 
museum . The Museum is listed in the National Register of Historic Places .
 “We are very grateful for the City’s support in providing funding for the 
restoration .” said Henry Hart, Chairman of the Landmark Society’s Board of 
Trustees. “We are confident the museum’s collections and buildings will receive 
the highest standards of care from the Office of Historic Alexandria.” Additional 
funding was provided by the National Park Service through the “Save America’s 
Treasures” grants program .
 The Museum’s collections are truly remarkable; objects such as pill rollers, 
mortars and pestles, drug mills, carboys, and medical glassware are still in place . The 
documents, journals, letters, and day books all provide a fascinating living history of 
the City, and the availability of the early records dating from the 1790’s will provide 
researchers with important social and cultural information about our community . 
 For information on museum hours and programs, contact the Office of Historic 
Alexandria at 703-838-4554 or visit www.HistoricAlexandria.org .

First Night Alexandria
Continued from page 1

 First Night Alexandria 2006 officially kicks 
off at 5:00 p .m . in the lobby of the Embassy 
Suites Hotel at 1900 Diagonal Road in Old Town .  
Children’s venues open at 6:00 p .m . at Jefferson-
Houston School and the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, and at the Mount 
Vernon Recreation Center in Del Ray .  
 The 4th Annual Teen Talent Contest finals 
take place at the Durant Center, 1605 Cameron 
St . in Old Town, beginning at 8:00 p .m . Last 
year’s winner, Carbon Copy, will play three sets beginning at 8:30 p .m . 
 Several area hotels in and around Alexandria are offering special 
First Night packages .  For a complete list of venues and performers, 
tickets and other information on this wonderful Alexandria event, go to 
www.FirstNightAlexandria.org or call 703-838-4200, ext . 210 .

The Apothecary’s unique furnishings and contents 
remain from when it operated as a working 
pharmacy.  - Photo Erik Kvalsvik.

City Council Approves 
Potomac Yard Development
Plans Include Innovative Fire Station 

and Affordable Housing Structure
 The Alexandria City Council recently approved plans for a new mixed-
use development in Potomac Yard . The 16-acre site, known as Land Bay 
H, will include 216 condominiums, 50,000 square feet of office space and 
4,800 square feet of retail development . Potomac Yard LLC, a partnership 
between Pulte Homes and Centex Homes, received preliminary approval 
to build the City’s first new fire station in 30 years in Potomac Yard. The 
novel design will include 60 units of affordable apartment housing built 
above the four-bay fire station.

Citizens Academy Applications Due
Eight-Week Session Begins January 25

 The Office of Citizen Assistance is now accepting applications for 
the Winter 2007 Citizens Academy . The academy helps residents learn 
the structure, functions, and activities of Alexandria City government and 
enhances their ability to communicate effectively with City agencies and 
officials. Classes meet  at City Hall at 7 pm on eight consecutive Thursdays, 
beginning January 25 .
 Founded in 2005, the Citizens Academy is an excellent resource for 
Alexandria civic and condominium association officers to learn about their 
City government and its services and programs . The academy will conclude 
with a graduation ceremony at the City Council’s March 27 meeting .
 Applications must be submitted by 5 pm on Tuesday, January 16, to 
Citizen Assistance Director Rose Williams Boyd, City Hall Room 1900, 
301 King St ., Alexandria, VA 22314 .  Space is limited to 25 students .
 For more information on the Alexandria Citizens Academy or to 
request an application, call Rose Williams Boyd at 703-838-4800, or e-mail 
rose.boyd@alexandriava.gov .

Mayor’s Unity Breakfast
Former Governor Mark Warner joins 
Congressman Jim Moran and Mayor Euille at 
the Mayor’s 3rd Annual Unity Breakfast . Over 
600 people heard Warner’s keynote address 
at the annual event, held at the Hilton Mark 
Center on the day before Thanksgiving .


