
 For the 2005 year, a change was made in the licensing system, allowing for the additional of multi-year
1

licenses and having license terms expire with the animal’s rabies vaccination expiration.  For 2005, this generated

higher than normal fees, as many people chose the multi-year licensing option.  The fees in 2005 were also affected

by the pro-rating that the City observed for the transition year.  In addition, unlike in previous years, licenses expired

throughout the year (as opposed to December 31  ), so some owners may have purchased more than one licensest

during the year for the same animal, if that animal’s rabies vaccination expired mid-year.  We should see less of this

over time as initial rabies vaccinations expire and new licenses are purchased close to the time of the rabies

vaccinations.

 

City of Alexandria, Virginia
________________________

MEMORANDUM

DATE: MARCH 27,  2006

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL

FROM: JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: BUDGET MEMO #56:  REQUEST INFORMATION ON ANIMAL LICENSE
FEES

___________________________________________________________________________

In response to Councilman MacDonald’s question regarding considering raising license fees for
dogs, and whether or not cats are licensed.

The dog license fee is $10 (unaltered dog license fee is $30) for one year.  Cats are also licensed;
however, the cat license fee is $2 (unaltered cat license fee is $10) for one year. Multi-year
license fees may be much higher, but incorporate a slight discount for a three-year term (see
Attachment 1, docket item #19, 12/18/04, for additional information on the license fee structure
as recently revised by City Council).  

The Code of Virginia Section 3.1-796.87 sets the maximum fee for altered dogs and cats at $10.
The total number of City dog licenses are 3,049 and the total number of City cat licenses are
1,222.  These license fees result in the collection of nearly $55,000 in animal license fees in
2005, an increase of $16,000 or 41 percent from 2004 ($39,000), due to the change in fee
structure, specifically the multi-year licensing option, however, it is unlikely that this amount will
remain consistent for future years as the fee structure stabilizes. 1

The recent legislation, HB 339, which passed in the General Assembly on March 9, 2006, and is
awaiting the Governor’s signature, will change the timing of the due dates for imposition of the
animal license fees; but still keeps the maximum yearly license fee of $10.  This pending
legislation will amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 3.1-796.87:1, which



 

would require veterinarians to report un-licensed pets to local treasurers (see Attachment 2,
Assembly Bill - HB339ER); and could significantly impact the number of City pets actually
registered in the future.   

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Docket item #19, dated December 18, 2004
2. Assembly Bill - HB339ER
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